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this comprehensive volume celebrates the legendary work of one of this century s most enigmatic intriguing and heralded writers
by bringing together for the first time a generous selection of genet s greatest work published to coincide with white s new
biography of genet
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in this book gene a plunka argues that the most important single element that solidifies all of genet s work is the concept of
metamorphosis genet s plays and prose demonstrate the transition from game playing to the establishment of one s identity
through a state of risk taking that develops from solitude however risk taking per se is not as important as the rite of passage
anthropologist victor turner s work in ethnography is used as a focal point for the examination of rites of passage in genet s
dramas rejecting society genet has allied himself with peripheral groups marginal men and outcasts scapegoats who lack power in
society much of their effort is spent in revolt or direct opposition in mainstream society that sees them as objects to be abused as
an outcast or marginal man genet solved his problem of identity through artistic creation and metamorphosis likewise genet s
protagonists are outcasts searching for positive value in a society over which they have no control they always appear to be the
victims or scapegoats as outcasts genet s protagonists establish their identities by first willing their actions and being proud to do
so unfortunately man s sense of being is constantly undermined by society and the way individuals react to roles norms and
values roles are the products of carefully defined and codified years of positively sanctioned institutional behavior according to
genet role playing limits individual freedom stifles creativity and impedes differentiation genet equates role playing with stagnant
bourgeois society that imitates rather than invents the latter is a word genet often uses to urge his protagonists into a state of
productive metamorphosis imitation versus invention is the underlying dialectic between bourgeois society and outcasts that is
omnipresent in virtually all of genet s works faced with rejection poverty oppression and degradation genet s outcasts often
escape their horrible predicaments by living in a world of illusion that consists of ceremony game playing narcissism sexual and
secret rites or political charades like children genet s ostracized individuals play games to imitate a world that they can not enter
essentially the play acting becomes catharsis for an oppressed group that is otherwise confined to the lower stratum of society
role players and outcasts who try to find an identity through cathartic game playing never realize their potential in genet s world
instead genet is interested in outcasts who immerse themselves in solitude and create their own sense of dignity free from
external control most important these isolated individuals may initially play games yet they ultimately experience metamorphosis
from a world of rites charades and rituals to a type of sainthood where dignity and nobility reign the apotheosis is achieved
through a distinct act of conscious revolt designed to condemn the risk taker to a degraded life of solitude totally distinct from
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society s norms and values book jacket

a masterpiece of twentieth century drama by the iconic author of our lady of the flowers ingenious intellectually exciting and yes
still quite shocking the new york times in the midst of a city ravaged by violent rebellion a brothel caters to the elaborate role
playing fantasies of men from all walks of life a gas company worker pretends to be a bishop while in the next room another
customer dons a judge s robe to savor the erotic pleasures of meting out justice and punishment these perverse costumed
masquerades parody the larger more violent dramas of the outside world but as the anarchic political struggle threatens to topple
society even the revolutionaries come to believe that illusions are preferable to reality a poet novelist playwright and outlaw jean
genet helped define french existential theater of the mid twentieth century deeply influential and widely acclaimed genet s the
balcony presents an unrelentingly profound and critical reflection of contemporary society

this is the first book to explore the broad political significance of genet s performance practice by focusing on his radical
experiments polemical subjects and formal innovations in theatre film and dance its new approach brings together the diverse
aspects of genet s work through essays by international scholars and interviews

the 1966 staging in paris  of  jean genet  s the screens by the jean louis  barrault  madeleine renaud company was highly
controversial written at the height of the algerian war it was initially considered un performable in france due to the violent political
reactions it was bound to arouse the barrault renaud production was directed by the venerable roger blin and during the several
months of rehearsals that genet attended he wrote a series of letters and notes to blin giving his views on every aspect of the
staging his comments deal with the details of that play and that production but also transcend them amounting to a precise and
fascinating compilation of jean genet s concept of the theatre this volume also contains two essays by genet originally published in
the french periodical un tel giving his striking and highly personal views on life and art

provides in depth analysis of the life works career and critical importance of jean genet
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jean genet s the balcony which premiered in 1957 is acknowledged as one of the founding plays of modern theatre philosopher
lucien goldmann dubbed it the first great brechtian play in french literature in a brothel of an unnamed french city the madam irma
directs a series of fantastical scenarios a bishop forgives a penitent a judge punishes a thief a general rides astride his horse
outside an uprising threatens to engulf the streets the patrons of the brothel wait anxiously for the chief of police to arrive but in
his place comes the queen s envoy to inform the assembled that the figureheads of the establishment have been killed in the
uprising play acting turns to reality as the patrons don their costumes in public in an attempt to quell the insurrection illusion and
reality order and dissolution these are the grand themes of the balcony

this book is the only introductory text to genet in english offering an overview of this key figure in defining and understanding
twentieth century theatre the authors provide a comprehensive account of genet s key plays and productions his early life and his
writing for and beyond the theatre

from the acclaimed author of the balcony a play of epic range of original and devastating theatrical effect a tidal wave of total
theater jack kroll newsweek jean genet was one of the world s greatest contemporary dramatists and his last play the screens is
his crowning achievement it strikes a powerful closing chord to the formidable theatrical work that began with deathwatch and
continued with even bolder variations in the maids the balcony and the blacks a philosophical satire of colonization military power
and morality itself the screens is an epic tale of despicable outcasts whose very hatefulness becomes a galvanizing force of
rebellion during the algerian war the play s cast of over fifty characters moves through seventeen scenes the world of the living
breaching the world of the dead by means of shifting the screens the only scenery in a brilliant tour de force of spectacle and
drama

jean genet s masterpiece composed entirely in the solitude of his prison cell with an introduction by jean paul sartre jean genet s
first and arguably greatest novel was written while he was in prison as sartre recounts in his introduction genet penned this work
on the brown paper which inmates were supposed to use to fold bags as a form of occupational therapy the masterpiece he
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managed to produce under those difficult conditions is a lyrical portrait of the criminal underground of paris and the thieves
murderers and pimps who occupied it genet approached this world through his protagonist divine a male transvestite prostitute in
the world of our lady of the flowers moral conventions are turned on their head sinners are portrayed as saints and when evil is
not celebrated outright it is at least viewed with a benign indifference whether one finds genet s work shocking or thrilling the
novel remains almost as revolutionary today as when it was first published in 1943 in a limited edition thanks to the help of one its
earliest admirers jean cocteau

a biography of the french novelist poet and playwright who became an icon of the gay movement but also a champion of the
despised and marginalized
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