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Death And The King S Horseman Wole Soyinka Death and the Kings Horseman A Tragedy of
Cultural Collision and Individual Choice Wole Soyinkas 1975 play Death and the Kings
Horseman is a powerful and complex exploration of cultural clash and individual choice set
against the backdrop of British colonial rule in Nigeria The play tells the story of Elesin Oba
the Kings Horseman a man bound by tradition to follow his king into the afterlife through
ritual suicide However this ageold ritual is disrupted by the arrival of Simon Pilkings a
British District Officer who driven by his own colonialist ideals and a misguided sense of
righteousness interferes and alters the course of events The play opens with the vibrant
and colorful celebration of the kings death The Yoruba community is immersed in grief and
ritual preparing for the kings journey to the afterlife Elesin Oba the Kings Horseman
embodies the spirit of the traditional culture He is a man of immense charisma and strength
deeply devoted to his duty and the ancient traditions he represents However he is also a
man of immense passion and desires caught between his responsibility and his personal
needs The arrival of Simon Pilkings a man who views himself as the bringer of civilization
and order disrupts this delicate balance Pilkings with his colonialist mindset is blind to the
significance of the Yoruba rituals interpreting them as barbaric and primitive His attempts to
impose his own Western notions of law and morality clash headon with the deeply
entrenched Yoruba traditions This collision is symbolized in the play by the physical space
Pilkings home a symbol of Western modernity stands starkly against the vibrant Yoruba
village representing the cultural clash between the two worlds The central conflict arises
from Elesin Obas decision to delay his ritual suicide While the Yoruba people are deeply
concerned about this delay Elesin Oba is swayed by his desire for a final night of earthly

pleasure culminating in a passionate encounter with the beautiful and alluring woman the
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Kings Wife also known as the Young Queen This act of indulgence a transgression against
the sacred ritual is a pivotal moment in the play It highlights Elesin Obas human weakness
and his inability to fully reconcile his personal desires with his duty The play further
explores the complexities of cultural clash through the portrayal of the characters The
young Elesin Elesins son represents a generation torn between tradition 2 and modernity
He is conflicted by the societal expectations placed upon him struggling to navigate the
complex world that exists between his fathers values and the Western influence that has
begun to infiltrate his society The character of Jane Pilkings Simons wife also highlights the
complexities of the colonial situation While she is empathetic towards the Yoruba people
she also struggles to understand their traditions and cultural practices highlighting the
inherent limitations of crosscultural understanding The play culminates in a tragic climax
Elesin Obas delay in fulfilling his duty leads to the arrest and execution of his son the
young Elesin This act of betrayal spurred by Pilkings attempt to civilize the Yoruba people
seals Elesin Obas fate He is forced to choose between his own life and upholding the
traditions he represents In the end Elesin Oba chooses the path of honor choosing to carry
out his ritual suicide even though his son is already dead This act while tragic symbolizes
Elesin Obas commitment to his duty and his unwavering dedication to the traditions he
embodies Death and the Kings Horseman is not simply a play about cultural clashes and
colonial oppression It is a profound exploration of individual choice and the tragic
consequences of cultural misunderstanding It examines the human cost of imposing ones
own values and beliefs upon another culture The play raises critical questions about the
nature of tradition the role of individuals in upholding those traditions and the dangers of
cultural hegemony Soyinkas use of language further amplifies the complexities of the play
The dialogue is rich and vibrant seamlessly blending Yoruba language and cultural
elements with English This linguistic interplay underscores the cultural collision at the
heart of the play highlighting the clash between two distinct worlds and the struggles of

individuals caught between them The plays themes resonate with modern audiences
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beyond its specific historical context The struggle between tradition and modernity the
tension between individual desire and societal expectations and the complexities of
cultural understanding are issues that remain relevant in todays world Death and the Kings
Horseman continues to be a vital and powerful piece of theatre offering a profound

commentary on the human condition and the timeless struggle for cultural identity
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just as a harmony of the gospels is useful for tracing the life of our lord jesus christ this
easy to use book provides the bible student with a reference guide to the history of the
kings of judah and israel as preserved in the books of samuel kings and chronicles
preceding the harmony itself is a complete analytical outline a concise sequential table of
events that will give the reader a greater understanding and firmer grasp of the history of
judah and israel students of scripture will find this harmony and its accompanying

analytical outlines invaluable in gaining a historical perspective that will make the study of
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samuel kings and chronicles profitable and rewarding

scotland in 1547 and the romantic adventures of the younger son of a noble scottish house
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