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the supreme court s 1919 decision in schenck vs the united states is one of the most

important free speech cases in american history written by oliver wendell holmes it is

most  famous  for  first  invoking  the  phrase  clear  and  present  danger  although  the

decision upheld the conviction of an individual for criticizing the draft during world war i
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it also laid the foundation for our nation s robust protection of free speech over time the

standard holmes devised made freedom of speech in america a reality  rather than

merely an ideal in the free speech century two of america s leading first amendment

scholars lee c bollinger and geoffrey r stone have gathered a group of the nation s

leading constitutional scholars cass sunstein lawrence lessig laurence tribe kathleen

sullivan catherine mckinnon among others to evaluate the evolution of  free speech

doctrine since schenk and to assess where it might be headed in the future since 1919

first amendment jurisprudence in america has been a signal development in the history

of constitutional democracies remarkable for its level of doctrinal refinement remarkable

for  its  lateness  in  coming in  relation  to  the adoption of  the  first  amendment  and

remarkable for the scope of protection it has afforded since the 1960s over the course of

the first amendment century judicial engagement with these fundamental rights has

grown exponentially we now have an elaborate set of free speech laws and norms but as

stone  and  bollinger  stress  the  context  is  always  shifting  new societal  threats  like

terrorism  and  new  technologies  of  communication  continually  reshape  our

understanding of  what  speech should be allowed publishing on the one hundredth

anniversary of the decision that laid the foundation for america s free speech tradition

the free speech century will serve as an essential resource for anyone interested in how

our understanding of the first amendment transformed over time and why it is so critical

both for the united states and for the world today

this grand tour of first amendment law underlines the intimate connection between free

expression and democratic values as it  leads us through the most treacherous and

emotionally charged cases in american jurisprudence intellectually venturesome the new

york times book review

when gregory lee johnson burned an american flag as part of a political protest he was

convicted for flag desecration under texas law but the supreme court by a contentious 5

to margin overturned that conviction claiming that johnson s action constituted symbolic

and thus protected speech heated debate continues to swirl around that controversial

decision  both  hailed  as  a  victory  for  free  speech  advocates  and  reviled  as  an

abomination  that  erodes  the  patriotic  foundations  of  american  democracy  such

passionate yet contradictory views are at the heart of this landmark case book jacket

this is the text of an inaugural lecture delivered by the professor of linguistics at the

university of ghana legon he examines the cultural foundations of free speech as well as



Darkest Before Dawn Sedition And Free Speech In The American West

3 Darkest Before Dawn Sedition And Free Speech In The American West

the ripples of traditional speech and communication within contemporary society his

study is within the context of the modernisation of communication and the attempt to

supplant or pluralise the legacy of indigenous language and face to face communication

highly cherished in africa with modern norms seeking to move africa from an oral to a

chirographic society he considers the compounding of the issues by highly advanced

systems of information technology that relocate the physical world in cyber space and

transmutes the vast boundaries of the world into an electronic village

following the events of 9 11 rashly conceived anti terror laws were introduced that put

civil liberties at risk free speech in fearful times offers a unique perspective on how the

laws created to protect us can actually harm us

fifty controversial cases decided by the supreme court show how the first amendment

protects freedom of speech and freedom of the press

instead we should conceive of free speech first and foremost as a means to achieve civic

deliberation and true popular sovereignty building on james madison sunstein proposes

a new deal for the first amendment a new interpretation that attacks undifferentiated

absolutism and replaces it with a vision of responsible public life sunstein examines

broadcasting  campaign  finance  hate  speech  pornography  government  art  funding

commercial  speech and the privacy of  rape victims he insists  that  political  speech

essential  for  the  functioning  of  any  democracy  must  not  only  be  protected  but

encouraged if  the government say were to use broadcasting markets to encourage

attention to public issues and diverse points of view the first amendment would not

stand in the way nonpolitical speech on the other hand should be less fully protected

when it conflicts with other interests and rights such as that of privacy

impassioned scholarly  and succinct  the times free speech and why it  matters  free

speech is the bedrock of all our liberties and yet in recent years it has come to be

mistrusted a new form of social justice activism which perceives language as potentially

violent has prompted a national debate on where the limitations of acceptable speech

should be drawn governments throughout europe have enacted hate speech legislation

to  curb  the  dissemination  of  objectionable  ideas  silicon  valley  tech  giants  are

collaborating  to  ensure  that  they  control  the  limitations  of  public  discourse  and

campaigners in the us are calling for revisions to the first amendment however well

intentioned these trends represent a threat to the freedoms that our ancestors fought

and died to secure in this incisive and fascinating book andrew doyle addresses head on
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the most common concerns of free speech sceptics and offers a timely and robust

defence of this most foundational of principles

this is a superb book we are well launched into a new generation of 60s scholarship and

the  free  speech  movement  will  be  at  the  center  of  it  the  analysis  and  personal

recollection mix well arguing persuasively for the never to be underestimated place of

contingency in history todd gitlin author of media unlimited and the sixties years of hope

days of rage this powerful book not only will be the classic work on the free speech

movement but also will be combed as a basis for hypotheses and new research on the

movements of the 60s it s absolutely thrilling full of large implications for history social

movements and character the book contributed to my self knowledge personal political

and professional and will do the same for others it combines humor and a firsthand i was

there flavor with provocative analyses as a serious original work of scholarship this gives

edited volumes back their good name jesse lemisch professor of history emeritus john

jay college of  criminal  justice of  the city  university  of  new york and author  of  the

american revolution seen from the bottom up this book gets the free speech movement

and its significance exactly right from the civil rights origins to refusing to idealize the

moment at the expense of what came later and no two better editors could be doing it

michael  rogin  author  of  ronald  reagan  the  movie  and  other  episodes  in  political

demonology as a journalist i was in berkeley s sproul plaza to witness the mass arrests

of the free speech movement demonstrators in december 1964 as a citizen i ve always

known that  this  was  one  of  the  pivotal  moments  in  the  great  political  and  moral

awakening of the 1960s as a reader i found much to feast on in this splendid and

thoughtful collection of essays about a movement whose effects and inspiration are with

us still  adam hochschild author of king leopold s ghost a story of greed terror and

heroism in colonial  africa the free speech movement was a pivotal  moment in the

evolution  of  student  rights  and  university  responsibilities  these  splendid  essays

memorialize  this  period  and  offer  competing  perspectives  on  its  meaning  though

differing widely in conclusions collectively and individually they stand testament to the

conviction that the price of freedom is eternal vigilance and that the critical test of

freedom of expression is the right of others to speak out on behalf of what we believe to

be wrong geoffrey r stone author of eternally vigilant freedom of speech in the modern

era this rich and entertaining set of essays offers remarkable insight into the genesis

development  and  consequences  of  the  free  speech  movement  written  largely  by

participants  and  close  observers  these  essays  offer  both  personal  and  analytical

assessments of the roles of students faculty and administrators above all the chapters
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on mario savio demonstrate his unusual capacity for leadership charismatic without

being dogmatic committed to the cause while retaining a capacity to think and deal

openly with dissent this book should be read by anyone interested in understanding

university and national politics in the 60s chancellor robert m berdahl university of

california berkeley

most liberal societies are deeply committed to free speech but there is evidence that

some kinds of speech can be harmful in ways that are detrimental to important liberal

values such as social inequality this volume draws on a range of approaches in order to

explore the problem and determine what ought to be done about allegedly harmful

speech

this volume deals with questions of political and constitutional principle and theory that

affect  the  law  and  regulation  of  content  in  new  media  that  are  based  on  digital

technology in the light of convergence between different forms of communication it

examines whether the justifications for government intervention in traditional analogue

broadcasting and programme delivery continue to be persuasive the essays examine in

general whether new approaches to freedom of expression are required in the digital era

and whether there is a continued role for public service broadcasting or its equivalent

they also explore content standards in more detail discussing arguments for and against

regulation in the areas of beliefs indecency and advertising and whether there is a case

for the european union s measures to secure television without frontiers

law review 46 pp 81 115

one of the great benefits of living in a free country is having the right to freely express

yourself in the united states the constitution guarantees free speech for everyone this

freedom also applies to writing art music and other forms of expression still there are

limits sometimes students face greater restrictions from their  schools knowing your

rights of free speech can be empowering and encourage people to put forth their beliefs

opinions and ideas this book explains issues of free speech in today s world and gives

readers the knowledge they need to fully exercise this basic human right
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