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the viking world is a one stop authoritative introduction to the latest research in the field and covers
such wide ranging topics as social institutions spatial issues the viking age economy warfare beliefs
language voyages and links with medieval and christian europe

the vikings dominated western europe from the 9th to the 11th centuries in this account of the viking
world every aspect of viking life is examined important chapters on ships runes and religion have been
contributed by specialist authors and the text is complemented by illustrations including maps and
reconstruction drawings photographs many of them especially commissioned portray the brilliant
products of the vikings culture and the beauty and harshness of the natural world they faced

examines the life art and technology of vikings and discusses the extent of the travels

this interdisciplinary volume the first on the subject to appear since 1981 brings together work on
subjects as diverse as archaeology history art history and literature relating to byzantium and the
nordic baltic and east slavonic lands between the ninth and thirteenth centuries

chronicles viking history as drawn from archaeological sources and a wealth of norse sagas and
mythology offering a comprehensive illustrated study of viking activities and the territories they
explored

a richly drawn account of a single day in the viking world chronicling an hour in the life of 24
individuals from every corner of viking society from the bestselling 24 hours series

filling a gap in the literature for an academically oriented volume on the viking period this unique book
is a one stop authoritative introduction to all the latest research in the field and the most
comprehensive book of its kind ever attempted

the viking age c 750 1050 ad is conventionally seen as a tumultuous time when hordes of fierce
warriors from scandinavia wreaked havoc across the european continent and when norse merchants
travelled to distant corners of the world in pursuit of slaves silver and exotic commodities until
relatively recently archaeologists and textual scholars had the tendency to weave a largely male
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dominated image of this pivotal period in world history dismissing or substantially downplaying women
s roles in norse society today however there is ample evidence to suggest that many of the most
spectacular achievements of viking age scandinavians for instance in craftsmanship exploration cross
cultural trade warfare and other spheres of life would not have been possible without the active
involvement of women extant textual sources as well as the perpetually expanding corpus of
archaeological evidence thus demonstrate unequivocally that both within the walls of the household
and in the wider public arena women s voices were heard respected and followed this pioneering and
lavishly illustrated monograph provides an in depth exploration of women s associations with the
martial sphere of life in the viking age the multifarious motivations and circumstances that led women
to engage in armed conflict or other activities whereby weapons served as potent symbols of prestige
and empowerment are illuminated and interpreted through an interdisciplinary approach to medieval
literature and archaeological evidence from scandinavia and the wider viking world additional cross
cultural excursions into the lives and legends of female warriors in other past and present cultural
milieus from the asiatic steppes to the savannas of africa and european battlefields lead to a nuanced
understanding of the idea of the armed woman and its embodiments in norse literature myth and
archaeological reality

for fans of provocative history and game of thrones alike this revisionist narrative reveals how the little
known women of the viking era shaped their world until scandinavia converted to christianity and came
under the rule of powerful kings the vikings were a dominant force in the medieval world outfitted with
wind powered sailing ships they left their mark spreading terror across europe sacking cities deposing
kings and ransacking entire economies after the vikings the world was never the same but as much as
we know about this celebrated culture there is a large missing piece its women all but ignored by
contemporary european writers these shadowy figures were thought to have played little part in the
famous feats of the vikings instead remaining at home as wives mothers and homemakers in this
cutting edge revisionist portrait renowned science journalist heather pringle turns those assumptions
on their head using the latest archaeological research and historical findings to reveal this group as
they actually were members of a complex society rich in culture courage and a surprisingly modern
gender ideology the women of the viking age were in fact forces to be reckoned with serving as
sorceresses warriors traders artisans explorers settlers landowners power brokers queens both
ambitious and compelling the northwomen is the true story of some of the most captivating figures of
the viking world and what they reveal about the modern age

longlisted for the 2020 cundill history prize valkyries the female supernatural beings that choose who
dies and who lives on the battlefield they protect some but guide spears arrows and sword blades into
the bodies of others viking myths about valkyries attempt to elevate the banality of war to make the
pain and suffering the lost limbs and deformities the piles of lifeless bodies of young men glorious and
worthwhile rather than their death being futile it is their destiny and good fortune determined by divine
beings the women in these stories take full part in the power struggles and upheavals in their
communities for better or worse drawing on the latest historical and archaeological evidence valkyrie
introduces readers to the dramatic and fascinating texts recorded in medieval iceland a culture able to
imagine women in all kinds of roles carrying power not just in this world but pulling the strings in the
other world too in the process this fascinating book uncovers the reality behind the myths and legends
to reveal the dynamic diverse lives of viking women

fourteen papers explore a variety of inter disciplinary approaches to understanding the viking past both
in scandinavia and in the viking diaspora contributions employ both traditional inter or multi
disciplinarian perspectives such as using historical sources icelandic sagas and eddic poetry and also
specialised methodologies and or empirical studies place name research the history of religion and
technological advancements such as isotope analysis together these generate new insights into the
technology social organisation and mentality of the worlds of the vikings geographically contributions
range from iceland through scandinavia to the continent scandinavian british and continental viking
scholars come together to challenge established truths present new definitions and discuss old themes
from new angles topics discussed include personal and communal identity gender relations between
people artefacts and places spaces rules and regulations within different social arenas processes of
production trade and exchange and transmission of knowledge within both past viking age societies
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and present day research displaying thematic breadth as well as geographic and academic diversity the
articles may foreshadow up and coming themes for viking age research rooted in different traditions
using diverse methods and exploring eclectic material viking worlds will provide the reader with a
sense of current and forthcoming issues debates and topics in viking studies and give insight into a
new generation of ideas and approaches which will mark the years to come

the ultimate travel guide to the 11th century norse civilization of northern europe with information
about their home food clothing customs voyages and conquests experience the thrill of a viking raid
explore the newly discovered vinland but beware the hostile natives visit the town of hedeby and shop
for a souvenir bone carving discover exotic delicacies including wild boar and seagull eggs contents
the viking world traveling around what to wear food and drink shopping accommodation a viking raid a
viking feast leisure time temple of uppsala exploring north eastern trade routes survival guide souvenir
quiz includes fold out map of the viking world full color illustrations juvenile audience

the northmen s fury tells the viking story from the first pinprick raids of the eighth century to the great
armies that left their scandinavian homelands to conquer larger parts of france britain and ireland it
recounts the epic voyages that took them across the atlantic to the icy fjords of greenland and to north
america over four centuries before columbus and east to the great rivers of russia and the riches of the
byzantine empire one summer s day in 793 death arrived from the sea the raiders who sacked the
island monastery of lindisfarne were the first vikings sea borne attackers who brought two centuries of
terror to northern europe before long the sight of their dragon prowed longships and the very name of
viking gave rise to fear and dread so much so that monks were reputed to pray each night for delivery
from the northmen s fury yet for all their reputation as bloodthirsty warriors the vikings possessed a
sophisticated culture that produced art of great beauty literature of abiding power and kingdoms of
surprising endurance the northmen s fury describes how and why a region at the edge of europe came
to dominate and to terrorise much of the rest of the continent for nearly three centuries and how in the
end the coming of christianity and the growing power of kings tempered the viking ferocity and
stemmed the tide of raids it relates the astonishing achievement of the vikings in forging far flung
empires whose sinews were the sea and whose arteries were not roads but maritime trading routes the
blood of the vikings runs in millions of veins in europe and the americas and the tale of their conquests
explorations and achievements continues to inspire people around the world

looks at the history of the vikings by examining the archaeological excavations of historical sites and
the artifacts found at those sites

introducing young readers to a fascinating civilisation take a tour of a bustling viking village in this
friendly book find out how vikings dressed and what viking children did all day and see explorers set
sail on a dangerous voyage to new lands

the definitive history of the vikings from arts and culture to politics and cosmology by a distinguished
archaeologist with decades of expertise the viking age from 750 to 1050 saw an unprecedented
expansion of the scandinavian peoples into the wider world as traders and raiders explorers and
colonists they ranged from eastern north america to the asian steppe but for centuries the vikings have
been seen through the eyes of others distorted to suit the tastes of medieval clerics and elizabethan
playwrights victorian imperialists nazis and more none of these appropriations capture the real vikings
or the richness and sophistication of their culture based on the latest archaeological and textual
evidence children of ash and elm tells the story of the vikings on their own terms their politics their
cosmology and religion their material world known today for a stereotype of maritime violence the
vikings exported new ideas technologies beliefs and practices to the lands they discovered and the
peoples they encountered and in the process were themselves changed from eirík bloodaxe who
fought his way to a kingdom to gudrid thorbjarnardóttir the most traveled woman in the world children
of ash and elm is the definitive history of the vikings and their time

relating archaeological discoveries to early scandinavian and icelandic literature simpson explores
norse culture in detail placing emphasis on viking art literature and daily life
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gives the nonspecialist reader a fascinatingly detailed picture without doubt the most attractively
presented study of the vikings currently available historian here is the complete story of the vikings
from their origins in scandinavia during the early first millennium ad through the incredible period of
raiding trading and settling known as the viking age to the last surviving viking settlements in fifteenth
century greenland following in the footsteps of viking merchants raiders and emigrants we track their
journeys from the first documented raid on the island monastery of lindisfarne in 739 to the semi
mythical travels of individuals such as eirik the red and the expansive kingdoms of viking leaders the
book explores viking life and culture in detail their appearances warfare targets crafts and weapons as
well as their stunning pattern welded swords and helmets drawing on the latest discoveries and
augmenting textual evidence with archaeological detail this is a vivid picture of the vikings at home
and abroad in an era that laid many of the foundations of the modern world
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