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this book analyses the issue of child soldiers in order to understand how armed groups engage with international organizations to gain international legitimacy the work examines why some armed
groups follow the rules of international humanitarian law and others do not it argues that armed groups in conflicts around the world engage with international organizations in order to gain
international legitimacy and to show they are following the laws of war by examining the issue of child soldiers in contemporary armed conflict the volume establishes a typology of which groups
will engage with international actors and follow the laws of war and which will not the main aim of the book is to understand the rationality of even the most violent of actors and to understand
when and how armed groups can be encouraged to follow the laws of war the work draws from extensive primary research conducted among armed groups in syria and myanmar including al
qaeda the islamic state and the many small ethnic insurgent groups of myanmar this book will be of much interest to students of war and conflict studies security studies international humanitarian

law and international relations
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this book investigates how the lives of soldiers deployed on international missions are affected during deployment and after returning home to family work and civilian life analyses are based on

unique longitudinal data comprehensive and deep interviews making it possible to follow the impact of deployment on a broad range of life outcomes

this book traces the history of private military companies with a special focus on uk private forces christopher kinsey examines the mercenary companies that filled the ranks of many european
armies right up to the 1850s the organizations that operated in africa in the 1960s and early 1970s the rise of legally established private military companies in the late 1970s and early 1980s and
today s private and important actors in international security and post conflict reconstruction he shows how and why the change from the mercenary organizations of the 1960s and 1970s came
about as the increasing newness of private military companies came to be recognised it then examines how pmcs have been able to impact upon international security finally kinsey looks at the
type of problems and advantages that can arise for organizations that decide to use private military companies and how they can make an unique contribution to international security corporate

soldiers and international securitywill be of great interest to all students of international politics security studies and war studies

this book commences with an analysis of the current state of child soldiering internationally thereafter the proscriptive content of contemporary norms on the prohibition of the use and recruitment
of child soldiers is evaluated so as to determine whether these norms are capable of better enforcement an issues based approach is adopted in terms of which no specific regime of law such as
international humanitarian law ihl is deemed dominant instead universal and regional human rights law international criminal law and ihl are assessed cumulatively so as to create a mutually
reinforcing web of protection ultimately it is argued that the effective implementation of child soldier prohibitive norms does not require major changes to any entity or functionary engaged in
such prevention rather it requires the constant reassessment and refinement of all such entities and functionaries and here some changes are suggested international judicial quasi judicial and non
judicial entities and functionaries most relevant to child soldier prevention are critically assessed ultimately the conclusions reached are assessed in light of a case study on the use and recruitment

of child soldiers in the democratic republic of the congo

however unthinkable child soldiers may be within a generalized conception of childhood they are not imaginary figures rather they are a constant in almost every armed conflict around the world
the participation of children in wars may question the idea of childhood as a once upon a time story with a happy and predictable ending disrupting the natural idea of a protected and innocent
childhood and also eliciting fear uncertainty revulsion horror and sorrow using the perspectives of both childhood studies and critical approaches to international relations jana tabak explores the
constructions of child soldiers as children at risk and at the same time risky children more specifically the child and the world aims both to problematize the boundaries that articulate child
soldiers as necessarily deviant and pathological in relation to normal children and to show how these specific limits participate in the re production and promotion of a particular version of the

international political order in this sense the focus of this work is not on investigating child soldiers lives and experiences per se but on their presumed threatening feature as they depart from the
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protected territory of childhood disquieting everyday international life

in this path breaking study professor goodwin gill and dr cohn assess the status of the child soldier in international law and highlight the ways in which international humanitarian law fails to
provide effective protection particularly in the internal conflicts which are the most common battlefields today based upon empirical data gathered from places of conflict all over the world the
authors examine the consequences for child soldiers their families and communities of their participation in armed conflict they conclude their study with practical suggestions for preventing
recruitment and call for a more coherent policy of treatment for those children who have participated in acts of violence book jacket title summary field provided by blackwell north america inc

all rights reserved
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an internationally recognized expert on 21st century warfare looks at the useof children as soldiers in more than three quarters of the world s conflicts describing how children are indoctrinated

and trained as soldiers and how itcan be stopped illustrations

children at war is the first comprehensive book to examine the growing and global use of children as soldiers p w singer an internationally recognized expert in twenty first century warfare
explores how a new strategy of war utilized by armies and warlords alike has targeted children seeking to turn them into soldiers and terrorists singer writes about how the first american
serviceman killed by hostile fire in afghanistan a green beret was shot by a fourteen year old afghan boy how suspected militants detained by u s forces in iraq included more than one hundred
children under the age of seventeen and how hundreds who were taken hostage in thailand were held captive by the rebel god s army led by twelve year old twins interweaving the voices of child
soldiers throughout the book singer looks at the ways these children are recruited abducted trained and finally sent off to fight in war torn hot spots from colombia and the sudan to kashmir and
sierra leone he writes about children who have been indoctrinated to fight u s forces in iraq and afghanistan of iraqui boys between the ages of ten and fifteen who had been trained in military
arms and tactics to become saddam hussein s ashbal saddam lion cubs of young refugees from pakistani madrassahs who were recruited to help bring the taliban to power in the afghan civil war
the author national security fellow at the brookings institution and director of the brookings project on u s policy towards the islamic world explores how this phenomenon has come about and

how social disruptions and failures of development in modern third world nations have led to greater global conflict and an instability that has spawned a new pool of recruits he writes about how
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technology has made today s weapons smaller and lighter and therefore easier for children to carry and handle how one billion people in the world live in developing countries where civil war is

part of everyday life and how some children without food clothing or family have volunteered as soldiers as their only way to survive finally singer makes clear how the u s government and the

international community must face this new reality of modern warfare how those who benefit from the recruitment of children as soldiers must be held accountable how western militaries must be

prepared to face children in battle and how rehabilitation programs can undo this horrific phenomenon and turn child soldiers back into children
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