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china s rapid economic growth modernization and globalization have led to astounding

social changes contemporary china provides a fascinating portrayal of society and

social change in the contemporary people s republic of china this book introduces

readers to key sociological perspectives themes and debates about chinese society it

explores topics such as family life citizenship gender ethnicity labour religion education

class and rural urban inequalities it considers china s imperial past the social and

institutional legacies of the maoist era and the momentous forces shaping it in the

present it also emphasises diversity and multiplicity encouraging readers to consider

new perspectives and rethink western stereotypes about china and its people real life

case studies illustrate the key features of social relations and change in china

definitions of key terms discussion questions and lists of further reading help

consolidate learning including full colour maps and photographs this book offers

remarkable insight into chinese society and social change

chinese society has seen phenomenal change in the last 30 years two of the most

profound changes have been the rise of the individual in both public and private spheres

and the consequent individualization of chinese society itself yet despite china s recent

dramatic entrance into global politics and economics neither of these significant shifts

has been fully analysed china may indeed present an alternative model of social

transformation in the age of globalisation so its path to development may have

particular implications for the developing world the individualization of chinese society

reveals how individual agency has been on the rise since the 1970s and how this has

impacted on everyday life and chinese society more broadly the book presents a wide

range of detailed case studies on the impact of economic policy patterns of kinship

changes in marriage relations and the socio economic position of women the development

of youth culture the politics of consumerism and shifting power relations in everyday

life

this new book provides an accessible and wide ranging introduction to the main

features of chinese society drawing on a wealth of material the author offers a fresh



Contemporary China Society And Social Change

3 Contemporary China Society And Social Change

understanding of a unique society that has undergone continuous transformation and

upheaval throughout the twentieth century understanding chinese society looks in all

its richness at the society with the largest population on earth in order to explore

long term change and continuity the book examines china from pre revolutionary times

to today s rapidly modernising society although the focus is on recent change

particular attention is paid to china s cultural traditions and hierarchical

relationships in familial and wider social settings and their fate in the modern world

successive chapters investigate changes in the relations of rural and urban sectors of

society in the structure of families in political and economic power in cultural

hegemony education and the media and in patterns of social inequality a final chapter

asks whether chinese society is becoming more complex and differentiated in the course

of modernisation and considers recent debates on the growth of civil society and

democratisation this book will be indispensable for anyone studying chinese society

asian societies and comparative sociology

analyses the mechanisms processes and actors producing a wide spectrum of social and

cultural changes in reform china contrary to most literature that emphasize economic

and political processes at the expense of chinese society the book argues for the

centrality of the social in understanding chinese development

this bestselling introduction to chinese society uses the themes of resistance and

protest to explore the complexity of life in contemporary china an interdisciplinary and

international team of china scholars draw on perspectives from sociology

anthropology psychology history and political science and covers a broad range of

issues topics covered include labour and environmental disputes rural and ethnic

conflict migration legal challenges intellectual and religious dissidence opposition to

family planning the newly revised third edition adds two new chapters on gender and

the family and the reform of the hukou system thus providing a comprehensive text for

both undergraduates and specialists in the field encouraging the reader to challenge

conventional images of contemporary chinese society
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this classic text by fei xiaotong china s finest social scientist was first published in

1947 and is fei s chief theoretical statement about the distinctive characteristics of

chinese society written in chinese from a chinese point of view for a chinese audience

from the soil describes the contrasting organizational principles of chinese and western

societies thereby conveying the essential features of both fei shows how these unique

features reflect and are reflected in the moral and ethical characters of people in

these societies this profound challenging book is both succinct and accessible in its

first complete english language edition it is likely to have a wide impact on western

social theorists gary g hamilton and wang zheng s translation captures fei s

jargonless straightforward style of writing their introduction describes fei s education

and career as a sociologist the fate of his writings on and off the mainland and the

sociological significance of his analysis the translators epilogue highlights the social

reforms for china that fei drew from his analysis and advocated in a companion text

written in the same period

a stanford university press classic

this is the first book length study of the development of civility in chinese societies

although some social scientists and political philosophers have discussed civility none

has defined it as an analytical tool to systematically measure attitudes and

behavior and few have applied it to a non western society by comparing the

development of civility in mainland china and taiwan civility and its development the

experiences of china and taiwan analyzes the social conditions needed for civility to

become established in a society schak argues that the attempts to impose civility top

down from the state are ineffective civility appeared in taiwan only after state

efforts to impose it ceased at the end of the 1980s when taiwan began to

democratize and the prc government civility campaigns have so far had only limited

success the book concludes with an examination of various differences between taiwan

and the prc relevant to taiwan s having become a society with civility while the prc

still encounters difficulties in doing so the essential factor in developing civility in
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taiwan schak contends was its evolution from a place composed of myriad small

inward looking communities to a society in which everyone shares a strong identity

and civic consciousness and people consider others as fellow members not anonymous

strangers this book represents the most thorough review of what social scientists

once called the civilizing process in chinese society david c schak builds on the earlier

studies on this issue and goes well beyond the established literature james watson

fairbank professor of chinese society and professor of anthropology emeritus harvard

university this is a topic that people talk about all the time and david c schak

draws a lot of material together in a systematic and comprehensive way that can

stimulate important discussions beyond the academy thomas gold professor of

sociology university of california berkeley

there is growing interest in social transformation in contemporary china with much

work published on the subject this book is different from other books in that it

presents an overview of the work of chinese sociologists on how chinese society is

changing it reports on a great deal of original research by leading outstanding chinese

scholars including extensive fieldwork and large scale social change survey data and

covers comprehensively the full range of aspects of the subject it assesses

developments since the beginning of reform in china and provides overall a comprehensive

understanding of china s social development and of the likely impact of future social

changes on china

social change in contemporary china offers a wide ranging examination of chinese

institutional change in areas of education religion health care economics labor family

and local communities in the post mao era based on the pioneering work of sociologist

c k yang 1911 1999 and his institutional diffusion theory the essays analyze and

develop the theory as it applies to both public and private institutions the

interrelationship of these institutions composes what yang termed the chinese system

and affects nearly every aspect of life yang examined the influence of external factors

on each institution such as the influence of westernization and communism on family
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and the impact of industrialization on rural markets he also analyzed the impact of

public opinion and past culture on institutions therein revealing the circular nature of

diffusion perhaps most significant are yang s insights on the role of religion in chinese

society despite the common perception that china had no religion he uncovers the

influence of classical confucianism as the basis for many ethical value systems and

follows its diffusion into state and kinship systems as well as taoism and buddhism

writing in the early years of communism yang had little hard data with which to test

his theories the contributors to this volume expand upon yang s groundbreaking

approach and apply the model of diffusion to a rapidly evolving contemporary china

providing a window into an increasingly modern chinese society and its institutions

exploring chinese society and culture delves into the diverse and complex themes of

modern china we examine the country s social and economic changes its growing global

influence and the various perspectives on china s development and governance our

compendium covers topics such as social welfare gender ethnicity and the role of the

communist party and the state we provide detailed accounts of social changes from

causal processes to the political dynamics of right wing populism and the causes of

major technological disasters since the founding of the communist party in 1921 china

s ethnic relations have continuously evolved we discuss the impact of ethnic minorities

and intra ethnic relations on the nation we also explore the framework of urban and

rural society in transitional china examining how family background affects children s

academic achievement additional chapters focus on cultural sociology market disputes

government intervention and the measurement invariance across gender and age among

chinese adolescents we also investigate the motivations and forms of practicing csr in

art and culture in china highlighting the driving factors behind corporate engagement in

cultural initiatives

this volume assesses the evolving role of guanxi social networks in china s

transforming society
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the concept of civil society was borrowed from 18th century europe to provide a

framework for understanding the transition to post authoritarian regimes in latin

america and post communist regimes elsewhere this book asks whether this concept is

useful for analyzing china

the 2007 volume of the china society yearbook the second volume in the annual china

society blue book series to be translated into english contains important facts and

analysis from chinese scholars on a wide array of issues in china along with analysis

this volume offers recommendations and insight into the daunting issues and

opportunities facing china as it moves towards a free market system
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