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this book is the first to tackle the difficult and complex politics of transition in zimbabwe
with deep historical analysis its focus is on a very problematic political culture that is
proving very hard to transcend at the center of this culture is an unstable but resilient
nationalist military alliance crafted during the anti colonial liberation struggle in the 1970s
inevitably  violence misogyny and masculinity  are  constitutive  of  the  political  culture
economically  speaking  the  culture  is  that  of  a  bureaucratic  parasitic  primitive
accumulation and corruption which include invasion and emptying of state coffers by a
self styled chimurenga aristocracy however this chimurenga aristocracy is not cohesive
as the politics that led to robert mugabe s ousting from power was preceded by dirty and
protracted internal factionalism at the center of the factional politics was the first family
robert  mugabe  and  his  wife  grace  mugabe  this  book  offers  a  multidisciplinary
examination of the complex contemporary politics in zimbabwe taking seriously such
issues as gender misogyny militarism violence media identity modes of accumulation the
ethnicization of politics attempts to open lines of credit and fdi national healing and the
national question as key variables not only of a complete political culture but also of
difficult transitional politics

in the twentieth century many countries around the globe experienced rapid and often
traumatic political transformations from east germany and northern ireland to argentina
chile and zimbabwe political transition has been momentous and has had a deep impact
on the individual culture of each society this collection explores these periods of political
transition and the impact that they have had through an analysis of memory identity
space place and voice concentrating in particular on post colonial and post oppressive
regimes  in  europe  southern  africa  and  latin  america  the  contributors  assess  how
individuals come to terms with rapid political change and the enduring legacies of the
past in the present they examine how political transformations affect people s memories
and identities reworking spaces places and voices and how both offical and unofficial
mechanisms set up to cope with these changes impact on these issues juxtaposing
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different  country  and  regional  experiences  and  different  historical  eras  this  is  a
comprehensive guide to the vast range of issues involved in political transition

how does a political regime evolve how and when does an old regime turn itself into a
new one when does a political change occur what is the first thing to change in a political
transformation and what is the degree and the speed of this change what are the causes
of this transformation and when exactly does this change end when the new regime is
completely established what concepts can we use to understand each moment of the
political transition how can we think about the whole process in 2005 brazil completes
twenty continuous years of civil government a striking exception in the country s history
all of then except one chosen by direct elections the long transition from the dictatorial
regime to a non dictatorial one not necessarily democratic begin in 1974 fifteen years
after in 1989 a new stage in this process begins overcoming the instability of the national
political scene from this moment on the consolidation of democracy becomes the central
problem of the national political agenda there are many ways of telling and explaining
this history this book presents a survey of the different interpretations of this important
period  of  brazilian  history  and  at  the  same  time  outlines  some  criticisms  on  the
mainstream interpretations in brazilian political science

this book explores how states in political transition use stamps to promote a new visual
nationalism stamps as products of the state and provide small pieces of information
about a state s heritage culture economies and place in the world these depictions
change over time reflecting political and cultural changes and developments the volume
explores the transition times in more than a dozen countries from africa latin america
asia and europe specifically addressed are the stamp topics issues and themes in the
years before and after such major changes occurred for example from a european colony
to political independence or from a dictatorship to democracy the authors compare the
personalities histories and cultural representations before the transition period and how
the state used the after event to define or redefine its place on the world political map the
final  three chapters consider international  themes on many stamp issues one being
stamps with disney cartoon characters another on themeless forever stamps and the
third on states celebrating women and their  accomplishments this volume has wide
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interdisciplinary  relevance  and  should  prove  of  particular  interest  to  those  studying
geopolitics political transition visual nationalism soft power and visual representations of
decolonializing

in twelve essays influential scholars in political science explore the meaning of political
leadership  from  the  kaleidoscopic  perspectives  of  the  leaders  institutions  goals
procedures problems and traditions involved the approaches as varied as the subject
itself coalesce around the central question of how leaders interact with transform or are
controlled by the organizations they lead

in the past twenty years the study of urban politics has shifted from a predominant
concern  with  political  culture  and  ethos  to  a  preoccupation  with  political  economy
particularly that of urban development urban scholars have come to recognize that cities
are shaped by forces beyond their boundaries from that focus have emerged the views
that  cities  are  clearly  engaged in  economic  competition  that  market  processes  are
shaped by national policy decisions sometimes intentionally and sometimes inadvertently
and that the costs and benefits of economic growth are unevenly distributed but what
else needs to be said about the policies and politics of urban development to supplement
prevailing theories the politics of urban development argues that the role of local actors
in making development decisions merits closer study whatever the structural constraints
politics still matters collectively the essays provide ample evidence that local government
officials and other community actors do not simply follow the imperatives that derive from
the national political economy they are able to assert a significant degree of influence
over the shared destiny of an urban population the impact of the collection is to heighten
awareness of local political practices and of how and why they make a difference

for many years a neglected figure nikolai bukharin has recently been the subject of
renewed interest in the west now regarded as a leading marxist theorist bukharin s work
has wide appeal to those interested in soviet history and marxist economics as well as to
those concerned with theories of development and socialist economies

this present book examines some of the key features of the interplay between legal
history authoritarian rule and political transitions in brazil and other countries from the
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end of 20th century until today this book casts light on these aspects of the role of law
and  legal  actors  institutions  in  the  context  of  transition  from  authoritarian  rule  to
democratic  state  brazil  has  produced a  significant  literature  on  the  challenges  and
shortcomings of the transition but little attention has been given to the role of law and
legal actors institutions different approaches focus on the legal mechanisms discourses
and practices used by the military regime and by the players involved in the political
transition process in brazil a comparative perspective that takes into account different
political  transitions  and  their  legal  consequences  in  europe  and  latin  america
complements the analysis part  1 4 essays discusses some of the central  issues of
political transition and legal history in contemporary brazil focusing on the time of the
transition and its effects on transitional justice with different perspectives from racial and
gender issues to constitutional reform and police repression part 2 3 essays brings the
comparative studies on south american experiences part 3 4 essays analyses different
cases of  transition  to  democracy in  chile  portugal  spain  and italy  part  4  3  essays
proposes a historiographical and methodological approach considering the politics of
time involved in the interplay between political transitions and legal history

this volume brings together ten distinguished scholars of history literature music theatre
and art to explore the political and cultural implications of the court s transgressive new
character

this text explores the principle reasons for the dissatisfaction with established political
categories and outlines some of the most influential responses to it

the objective of this paper is to highlight the crucial importance of security sector reform
during the challenging time of  democratic  transition many security  services in  arab
countries do not utilize modern management practices or computer based administrative
systems and lack human resources and career development departments let alone an
inspector general s office to ensure discipline or an internal affairs section to address
public complaints this paper argues that any sustainable governance reform of the social
contract in arab countries in transition is inextricably linked to a new concept of the
security sector based on good governance principles that could permeate a new political
consensus profound institutional reforms and a new legal framework security services in
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these countries must change to serve the public rather than the political interest for the
purpose of accountability efficiency and professionalism and in order to create a culture
of institutionalization civilian oversight of the security sector is essential for their part new
civilian leaders must ensure that the security sector receives proper equipment and an
adequate budget particularly for salaries and training security sector reform in the arab
region must be a cultural and ideological discussion rather than a merely technical one
publisher s description

first  published in  1997 and written by  two distinguished russian scholars  this  book
examines  the  problems  and  prospects  of  democratic  transition  in  russia  since  the
disintegration of the soviet union specifically it offers a compelling evaluation of the rise
and fall of the 1990 russian parliament the problems of transforming what had been a
regional assembly into a national parliament are analysed in the context of the failure of
perestroika  the  difficulties  of  generating  pluralist  politics  the  strength  of  presidential
power and the tensions between ideologies of reform on the one hand and the realities of
economic crisis on the other the analysis allows them to evaluate the role of political
upheaval and conflicts of legitimacy in russian democratization the book is divided into
three sections the first offers a theory of transition to modern democracy this provides the
framework for  the second section an account  of  the first  parliament after  the 1990
elections its conflicts with presidential power and the reform agenda of the government
and finally  its  fall  the  third  section  examines three particular  problems which  were
decisive in producing the crisis of russian parliamentarianism and democratization voting
behaviour in a non party parliamentary setting and its relationship to conflicts between
legislature and executive populism and representation and the role of democratic values
and procedures in the legislative process drawing on their unrivalled knowledge of issues
events and actors nikolai biryukov and victor sergeyev gather and interpret much new
evidence to explore their subject in a path breaking study the authors draw on a variety
of sources and traditions to produce an original theory of the problems of political stability
set up by democratic transition in russia

blending theory and case studies this volume explores a vitally important and topical
aspect of developmentalism which remains a focal point for scholarly and policy debates
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around democracy and social development in the global political economy includes case
studies from china vietnam india brazil uganda south korea ireland australia
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