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this volume examines the meiji restoration through a global history lens to re interpret the

formation of a globally cast japanese nation state

first there are questions concerning the role and relative importance of internal and external

factors in the pattern of events did the activities of the western powers prompt changes in

japan that would not otherwise have taken place or did they merely hasten a process that had

already begun similarly did western civilization give a new direction to japanese development or

do no more than provide the outward forms through which indigenous change could manifest

itself was it a matrix or only a shopping list second how far was the evolution of modern

japan in some sense inevitable were the main features of meiji society already implicit in the tempo

reforms only awaiting an appropriate trigger to bring them into being more narrowly was the

character of meiji institutions determined by the social composition of the anti tokugawa

movement or did it derive from a situation that took shape only after the bakufu was

overthrown this is to pose the problem of the relationship between day to day politics and

long term socioeconomic change one can argue paraphrasing toyama that the political

controversy about foreign affairs provided the means by which basic socioeconomic factors

became effective or one can say with sakata that the relevance of socioeconomic change is that

it helped to decide the manner in which the fundamentally political ramifications of the foreign

question were worked out the difference of emphasis is significant finally have recent historians in

their preoccupation with other issues lost sight of something important in their relative neglect

of ideas qua ideas ought we perhaps to stop treating loyalty to the emperor as simply a

manifestation of something else after all the men whose actions are the object of our study

took that loyalty seriously enough certainly as an instrument of politics if not as an article

of faith

the samurai radicals who overthrew the last shogun in 1868 promised to restore ancient and

pure japanese ways foreign observers were terrified that japan would lapse into violent

xenophobia but the new meiji government took an opposite course it copied best practices from
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around the world building a powerful and modern japanese nation with the help of european and

american advisors while revering the japanese past the meiji government boldly embraced the foreign

and the new what explains this paradox how could japan s 1868 revolution be both modern and

traditional both xenophobic and cosmopolitan to stand with the nations of the world explains

the paradox of the restoration through the forces of globalization the meiji restoration was

part of the global long nineteenth century during which ambitious nation states like japan britain

germany and the united states challenged the world s great multi ethnic empires ottoman qing

romanov and hapsburg japan s leaders wanted to celebrate japanese uniqueness but they also

sought international recognition rather than simply mimic world powers like britain they sought

to make japan distinctly japanese in the same way that britain was distinctly british rather than

sing god save the king they created a japanese national anthem with lyrics from ancient poetry

but western style music the restoration also resonated with japan s ancient past in the 600s

and 700s japan was threatened by the tang dynasty a dynasty as powerful as the roman empire

in order to resist the tang japanese leaders borrowed tang methods building a centralized

japanese state on tang models and learning continental science and technology as in the 1800s

japan co opted international norms while insisting on japanese distinctiveness when confronting

globalization in 1800s japan looked back to that ancient globalization of the 600s and 700s

the ancient past was therefore not remote or distant but immediate and vital

like the french revolution the meiji restoration transformed a whole society japan was never the

same after 1868 the meaning of the events that led to the restoration has therefore profoundly

concerned historians but most western accounts probe only the dimension of political leadership

largely ignoring the common people in this book george wilson argues that the restoration was

a total national event a revolution to redeem the whole realm of japan accomplished by

samurai and commoners alike this study foregrounds the classic contest of agency versus

structure focusing on the actors in meiji restoration history rather than the institutions

through which they acted wilson argues that the samurai who triumphed sought not only the

patriotic goal of defending the realm against the external threat of western imperialism but also
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the redemptive goal of rescuing the realm from the bakufu s failures the common people no less

than the samurai elite wanted to save japan in its time of troubles according to wilson

redemption complemented patriotism as a motive for both the elite and the general public

contributing a double force to japan s rising nationalism

this volume presents the reader with thirty one short chapters that capture an exciting new

moment in the study of the meiji restoration the chapters offer a kaleidoscope of approaches and

interpretations of the restoration that showcase the strengths of the most recent interpretative

trends in history writing on japan while simultaneously offering new research pathways on a

scale probably never before seen in the study of the restoration outside japan the short

chapters in this volume reveal unique aspects of the transformative event and process not

previously explored in previous research they do this in three core ways through selecting and

deploying different time frames in their historical analysis by creative experimentation with

different spatial units through which to ascertain historical experience and by innovative

selection of unique and highly original topics for analysis the volume offers students and

teachers of japanese history modern history and east asian studies an important resource for

coming to grips with the multifaceted nature of japan s nineteenth century transformation the

volume will also have broader appeal to scholars working in fields such as early modern modern

world history global history asian modernities gender studies economic history and postcolonial

studies

the tokugawa shogunate which had ruled japan for over two and a half centuries was a

symbol of stability and order established in 1603 by tokugawa ieyasu the shogunate brought

an end to the sengoku period a time of civil war and unrest under tokugawa rule japan

experienced relative peace the development of a strict social hierarchy and the establishment of a

centralized feudal system however by the mid 19th century a series of internal and external

pressures began to undermine this system leading to the eventual collapse of the tokugawa

regime and the rise of the meiji restoration internally the tokugawa government was facing
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growing dissatisfaction and instability the rigid class structure and the concentration of power

in the hands of the samurai elite created discontent among other segments of society especially

peasants and merchants economic challenges such as rising taxes and crop failures worsened the

situation leading to widespread protests and unrest these internal problems were compounded by

the inefficiency and corruption of the tokugawa bureaucracy which struggled to adapt to the

changing circumstances externally japan s isolationist foreign policy known as sakoku which had

been enforced for over 200 years came under pressure from western powers in 1853 the arrival

of u s commodore matthew perry and his black ships marked a turning point in japan s history

perry s mission to open japan to trade backed by the threat of military force exposed the

vulnerability of the tokugawa government the subsequent signing of the unequal treaties with

western nations such as the treaty of kanagawa in 1854 further weakened the shogunate s

authority and led to growing resentment among the japanese people

this paperback edition brings together chapters from volume 5 of the cambridge history of japan

japan underwent momentous changes during the middle decades of the nineteenth century this book

chronicles the hardships of the tempo era in the 1830s the crisis of values and confidence during

the last half century of tokugawa rule and the political process that finally brought down

the tokugawa regime and ended centuries of warrior rule it goes on to discuss the samurai

rebellions against the meiji restoration and national movements for constitutional government

which indirectly resulted in the meiji constitution of 1889 the significance of japan s meiji

transformation for the rest of the world is the subject of the final chapter in which professor

akira iriye discusses japan s drive to great power status constitutional rule at home imperialism

abroad became new goals for early twentieth century japan

in this book social scientists scrutinize the middle decades of the nineteenth century in japan that

scrutiny is important and overdue for the period from the 1850s to the 1880s has usually

been treated in terms of politics and foreign relations yet those decades were also of pivotal

importance in japan s institutional modernization as the japanese entered the world order they
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experienced a massive introduction of western style organizations sweeping reforms without the

class violence or the utopian appeal of revolution created the foundation for a modern society

the meiji restoration introduced a political transformation but these chapters address the more

gradual social transition originally published in 1986 the princeton legacy library uses the

latest print on demand technology to again make available previously out of print books from

the distinguished backlist of princeton university press these editions preserve the original texts

of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions the

goal of the princeton legacy library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage

found in the thousands of books published by princeton university press since its founding in

1905

the description for this book the culture of the meiji period will be forthcoming

the arrival of commodore matthew perry s american fleet in edo bay on july 8 1853 marked the

beginning of the end for japan s policy of national isolation and set in motion a series of events

that would culminate in one of the most dramatic political and social transformations in world

history for over two centuries the tokugawa shogunate had maintained strict control over

japan s contact with the outside world permitting only limited trade with the dutch and chinese

while successfully preserving domestic stability and cultural development within a carefully

regulated feudal system perry s demand that japan open its ports to american trade and his

demonstration of western military technology exposed the fundamental weaknesses of japan s

isolation policy while revealing the urgent need for comprehensive reform to meet the challenges

of the modern world the immediate crisis created by perry s arrival extended far beyond

questions of foreign trade to encompass fundamental challenges to the legitimacy and

effectiveness of tokugawa rule that had been building for decades beneath the surface of

apparent stability the shogunate s inability to repel foreign ships or enforce its exclusion

policies demonstrated military weakness that contradicted its basic claim to authority as the

protector of japan against foreign threats the visible superiority of western technology
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particularly in naval and military spheres highlighted japan s technological backwardness and

raised urgent questions about the country s ability to maintain independence in an increasingly

connected and competitive world

when commodore perry arrived in japan to open the country to western trade in 1853 he found

a medieval amalgam of sword bearing samurai castle towns confucian academies peasant villages

rice paddies upstart merchants bath houses and kabuki fifteen years later japan was on its way

to becoming the only non western nation in the nineteenth century with a modern centralized

bureaucratic state and industrial economy this book is a study of the meiji restoration that

changed the face of japan prominent historian albert m craig tells its story through that of the

domain of choshu whose role in the formation of modern japan was not unlike that of prussia in

germany during the fifteen crucial years between 1853 and 1868 whereas previous studies have

stressed the role of discontented lower samurai and frustrated rich merchants and peasants in

this transition claiming that they provided the motive power behind the political movements of

the restoration period this work sharply challenges these earlier interpretations craig instead

emphasizes the vitality of traditional values in japan s early reaction to the west and

foregrounds the critical contribution of the old society to the formation of the new meiji state

choshu in the meiji restoration is a seminal work for scholars and students of japanese history

this set provides a comprehensive introduction and contains the most important critical

literature on the history and historiography of nineteenth and early twentieth century japan

in the history of nineteenth century imperialism japan is unique among non western countries for

its ability to fend off foreign domination in this volume anne walthall and m william steele

examine how the tumultuous events happening inside japan in the early nineteenth century

contributed to this resiliency against western supremacy the introduction familiarizes students

with the political and social conditions that contributed to japans development in the 1800s

and details the events and causes of the meiji restoration known among historians today as the

meiji revolution the documents some translated here for the first time provide students with a
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range of perspectives on how japanese people in the nineteenth century thought and acted in

dealing with foreign pressure and domestic discord document headnotes a chronology questions

for consideration maps and a bibliography all enrich students understanding of japan on the brink

of modernity

originally published in 1940 by the institute of pacific relations ipr this classic work by a

leading 20th century japanologist has an enduring value japan s emergence as a modern state

examines the problems and accomplishments of the meiji period 1868 1912 this edition includes

forewords by r gordon robertson a former member of the canadian department of external affairs

len edwards the present canadian ambassador to japan and william l holland former secretary

general of the ipr as well as a preface and introduction by lawrence woods also included are

10 short essays by leading canadian japanese and american scholars of japanese politics history

and economics
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we read, making books more accessible than ever.

With the rise of ebooks, readers can now carry entire libraries in their pockets. Among the

various sources for ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as a popular choice. These sites offer

a treasure trove of knowledge and entertainment without the cost. But what makes these sites

so valuable, and where can you find the best ones? Let's dive into the world of free ebook

sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying books can be expensive, especially if you're an

avid reader. Free ebook sites allow you to access a vast array of books without spending a

dime.
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Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether you're at home, on the go, or halfway around

the world, you can access your favorite titles anytime, anywhere, provided you have an internet

connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is astounding. From classic literature to

contemporary novels, academic texts to children's books, free ebook sites cover all genres and

interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few stand out for their quality and range of

offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site provides

a wealth of classic literature in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every book ever published. It offers millions of free

ebooks, making it a fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and preview millions of books from libraries and publishers

worldwide. While not all books are available for free, many are.



Choshu In The Meiji Restoration

12 Choshu In The Meiji Restoration

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks in various genres. The site is user-friendly and

offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and business books, making it an excellent resource for

students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks not

only harm authors and publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your devices updated to protect against malware that

can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the right to

distribute the book and that you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational purposes.
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Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer numerous academic resources, including

textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from cooking to programming, making these sites

great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites provide a wealth of educational materials for

different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites ensures there's something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of subjects, helping reduce the financial burden

of education.
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Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's books, from picture books to young adult

novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading comfort, making it easier for those with

visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into audio, providing an alternative way to

enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone, choose a device that offers a comfortable

reading experience for you.
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Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection, making it easy to find and access your

favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library across multiple devices, so you can pick

up right where you left off, no matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be

poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you download, limiting sharing and transferring

between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an internet connection, which can be a limitation in

areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as technology continues to advance.
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Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make accessing and reading ebooks even more seamless and

enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help more people benefit from free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free ebook sites will play an increasingly vital

role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible opportunity to access a wide range of books

without the financial burden. They are invaluable resources for readers of all ages and

interests, providing educational materials, entertainment, and accessibility features. So why not

explore these sites and discover the wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook sites are legal. They typically offer books

that are in the public domain or have the rights to distribute them. How do I know if an ebook

site is safe? Stick to well-known and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and

Google Books. Check reviews and ensure the site has proper security measures. Can I download

ebooks to any device? Most free ebook sites offer downloads in multiple formats, making them

compatible with various devices like e-readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free ebook sites offer

audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer audiobooks, which are perfect for those who prefer

listening to their books. How can I support authors if I use free ebook sites? You can support
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authors by purchasing their books when possible, leaving reviews, and sharing their work with

others.
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