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winner of the midland authors award for history longlisted for the andrew carnegie medal
for excellence a new yorker best book of the year the illuminating new yorker story of the
great chicago fire a raging inferno a harrowing fight for survival and the struggle for the
soul of a city told with the the clarity and tension of a well wrought military narrative wall
street journal in the fall of 1871 chicagoans knew they were due for the big one a massive
uncontrollable fire that would decimate the city it had been bone dry for months and a
recent string of blazes had nearly outstripped the fire department s already scant resources
then on october 8 a minor fire broke out in the barn of irishwoman kate leary a series of
unfortunate mishaps and misunderstandings along with insufficient preparation and a high
south westerly wind combined to set the stage for an unmitigated catastrophe the
conflagration that spread from the learys property quickly overtook the neighborhood and
before long the floating embers had been cast to the far reaches of the city nothing to the
northeast was safe families took to the streets with every possession they could carry
powerful gusts whipped the flames into a terrifying firestorm the chicago river boiled over
the next forty eight hours chicago fell victim to the largest and most destructive natural
disaster the united states had yet endured the effects of the great fire were devastating but
they were also transforming out of the ashes faster than seemed possible rose new homes
tenements hotels and civic buildings as well as a new political order the elite seized the
reconstruction to crack down on vice control the disbursement of vast charitable funds and
rebuild the city in their image but the city s working class recognized only a naked power
grab that would challenge their traditions hurt their chances to keep their hard earned
property and move power out of the hands of elected officials and into private interests as
soon as the battle against the fire ended another battle for the future of the city erupted

between its entrenched business establishment and its poor and immigrant laborers and
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shopkeepers an enrapturing account of the fire s inexorable march and an eye opening look
at its aftermath the burning of the world tells the story of one of the most infamous
calamities in history and the new chicago it precipitated a disaster that still shapes american

cities to this day
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reprint of the original first published in 1872 the publishing house anatiposi publishes
historical books as reprints due to their age these books may have missing pages or inferior
quality our aim is to preserve these books and make them available to the public so that
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