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exploring the cultural and technical influence of the atari vcs video game console with examples from 6 famous game cartridges like pac

man combat and star wars the empire strikes back the atari video computer system dominated the home video game market so completely

that atari became the generic term for a video game console the atari vcs was affordable and offered the flexibility of changeable cartridges

nearly a thousand of these were created the most significant of which established new techniques mechanics and even entire genres this book

offers a detailed and accessible study of this influential video game console from both computational and cultural perspectives developing a

critical approach that examines the relationship between platforms and creative expression nick montfort and ian bogost discuss the atari vcs

itself and examine in detail six game cartridges combat adventure pac man yars revenge pitfall and star wars the empire strikes back they

describe the technical constraints and affordances of the system and track developments in programming gameplay interface and aesthetics

adventure for example was the first game to represent a virtual space larger than the screen anticipating the boundless virtual spaces of such
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later games as world of warcraft and grand theft auto by allowing the player to walk off one side into another space and star wars the empire

strikes back was an early instance of interaction between media properties and video games montfort and bogost show that the atari vcs

often considered merely a retro fetish object is an essential part of the history of video games
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