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is the death penalty a deterrent is it applied disproportionately to certain ethnic groups how harsh is life on death row in
this expanded new edition the author examines these and other controversial issues draws conclusions from the current
research and discusses their implication for social policy topics such as capital punishment policies around the world
executions in the united states public opinion on the death penalty juries and the death penalty and economic analyses of
the deterrent factor all receive comprehensive coverage appendices round out this newly revised and updated text with
studies on public attitudes toward rape and capital punishment and the deterrent effect of executions on the homicide rate
in the united states

in this excellent anthology leading experts examines all sides of this thorny issue besides age old questions surrounding the
death penalty some of the articles also address the impact of new advances in dna technology
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more than 30 years after the us supreme court reinstated the death penalty it is still plagued with egregious problems
issues of wrongful conviction inhumane practices and its efficacy as a deterrent are hotly debated topics as of august 2007
two thirds of the worlds countries have abolished the death penalty today the us falls alongside i

this new edition of a classic study assesses the global status of capital punishment as in previous editions this work draws on
roger hood s experiences as consultant to the united nations for the secretary general s five yearly surveys of capital
punishment as well as the latest literature from non governmental organizations and academic experts this edition examines
significant developments around the world including the chinese plan for the people s supreme court to review all death
sentences and the abolition in the usa of the death penalty for offenders who committed murder while under the age of 18
recent legal challenges to lethal injection as a form of execution are also examined this edition also includes an additional
chapter on the role and influence of victims families and victim interest movements this volume shows how despite a number
of set backs the movement to abolish the death penalty has continued to gather pace that international organizations and
human rights treaties continue to put pressure on retentionist countries that further developments have been made in
securing protection for those facing the death penalty in retentionist counties and that despite such advances in some parts
of the world the range of crimes subject to the death penalty remains wide and the number of executions considerable this
work engages with the latest debates on the realities of capital punishment with claims that the death penalty is a unique
deterrent to murder and other serious crimes and contains expanded coverage of arguments about the role of public
opinion in the debate on capital punishment

is capital punishment morally justified although the issue generates strong opinions there are no easy answers when it
comes to taking the life of a human being supporters of the death penalty believe it deters law breaking and is the only
punishment strong enough for horrific crimes such as child murder and genocide opponents argue that it violates human
rights and point to its finality in the face of judicial system error and unfairness this resource presents a fascinating
progression of current viewpoints that reflect the many facets of the death penalty debate

this collection asks questions about the received wisdom of the debate about capital punishment woven through the book
questions are asked of and remedies proposed for a raft of issues identified as having been overlooked in the traditional
discourse it provides a long overdue review of the disparate groups and strategies that lay claim to abolitionism the authors
argue that capital litigators should use their skills challenging the abuses not just of process but of the conditions in which
the condemned await their fate namely prison conditions education leisure visits medical services etc in the aftermath of
successful constitutional challenges it is the beneficiaries arguably those who are considered successes having been saved
from the death penalty and now serving living death penalties of one sort or another who are suffering the cruel and
inhumane alternative part i of the book offers a selection of diverse nuanced examinations of death penalty phenomena
scrutinizing complexities frequently omitted from the narrative of academics and activists it offers a challenging and
comprehensive analysis of issues critical to the abolition debate part ii offers examinations of countries usually absent from
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academic analysis to provide an understanding of the status of the debate locally with opportunities for wider application

few social issues have received more public attention and scholarly debate than the death penalty while the abolitionist
movement has made a successful stride in recent decades a small number of countries remain committed to the death
penalty and impose it with a relatively high frequency in this regard the people s republic of china no doubt leads the world
in both numbers of death sentences and executions despite being the largest user of the death penalty china has never
conducted a national poll on citizens opinions toward capital punishment while claiming overwhelming public support as a
major justification for its retention and use chinese netizens opinions on death sentences an empirical examination uses a
forum of public comments to explore and examine chinese netizens opinions on the death penalty based on a content
analysis of 38 512 comments collected from 63 cases in 2015 this study examines the diversity and rationales of netizens
opinions netizens interactions and their evaluation of china s criminal justice system in addition the book discusses china s
social systemic and structural problems and critically examines the rationality of netizens opinions based on habermas s
communicative rationality framework readers will be able to contextualize chinese netizens discussions and draw conclusions
about commonalities and uniqueness of china s death penalty practice

europe is today the only region in the world where the death penalty has been almost completely abolished in the council of
europe s 45 member states including the european union s 15 member states and its 13 candidate countries capital
punishment is no longer applied the council of europe believes that the death penalty has no place in democratic societies
under any circumstances this book reviews the long and sometimes tortuous path to abolition in europe it also addresses the
tangible problems which countries face once the death penalty has been abolished and related issues the situation of
murder victims families and alternatives to capital punishment particularly the choice of a substitute sentence it also
discusses abolition campaigns in russia the united states and japan

the death penalty landscape has changed considerably since the 1998 first edition of this book for example six states that
had the death penalty connecticut illinois maryland new jersey new mexico and new york no longer impose the punishment
some of the changes set out in this second edition involve discussions of all of the significant cases decided by the united
states supreme court after 1998 including roper v simmons 543 u s 551 2005 atkins v virginia 536 u s 304 2002 schriro v
smith 126 s ct 7 2005 harbison v bell 129 s ct 1481 2009 holmes v south carolina 126 s ct 1727 2006 kansas v marsh 126 s ct
2516 2006 ring v arizona 536 u s 584 2002 sattazahn v pennsylvania 537 u s 101 2003 this new edition includes 13 new
chapters they cover such topics as capital felon s defense team habeas corpus coram nobis and section 1983 proceedings
the innocence protection act and post conviction dna testing challenging the death sentence under racial justice acts
inhabited american territories and the costs of capital punishment

a study of capital punishment issues including american attitudes deterence problems and discussions for and against the
death penalty
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the topics covered in this volume include how capital cases are different in the legal process how death penalty offenders
are selected the selective application of the death penalty to women and juveniles problems in providing competent counsel
to death penalty defendants medical issues related to organ donation and physician participation in executions the
execution of blacks for rape in the south how the death penalty was imposed and carried out in the past reflections on
death row life by inmates under death sentence the last words of men and women before execution the dilemma of
defending the innocent on death row feature articles on two louisiana inmates antonio james and john a brown jr executed
in 1996 and 1997 the ethics of the death penalty today

bringing together the major death penalty cases decided by the u s supreme court and the legal issues related to the death
penalty this text classifies the cases according to legal issues provides commentary on the general case law provides a chart
of the cases discussed and then presents the legal materials in an understandable easy to digest case brief format each
chapter includes an outline briefs for cases that include facts holding reasoning and opinions summary and conclusions and
internet resources

experts on both side of the issue speak out both for and against capital punishment and the rationale behind their

individual beliefs

this book addresses one of the most controversial issues in the criminal justice system today the death penalty paternoster
et al present a balanced perspective that focuses on both the arguments for and against capital punishment coverage
draws on legal historical philosophical economic sociological and religious points of view topics include the history of the
death penalty in the united states from the 1600s to today the changing nature of the death penalty changes in the types
of crimes that warranted the penalty the procedures employed to put capital offenders on trial and the methods used to
impose death constitutional legal issues surrounding the death penalty the influence of race on the administration of the
death penalty both in the past and in the present justifications for and against the death penalty retribution cost public
safety and religious arguments questions about the execution of innocents exonerated capital offenders and flaws in the
operation of the death penalty public opinion and the death penalty the death penalty and international law and practice
the future of the death penalty in america

sharp s book reemphasizes the tremendous costs of maintaining the death penalty costs to real people and real families
that ripple throughout generations to come saundra d westervelt author of shifting the blame how victimization became a
criminal defense everyone concerned with the effects of capital punishment must have this book margaret vandiver
professor department of criminology and criminal justice university of memphis murderers particularly those sentenced to
death are considered by most to be unusually heinous often sub human and entirely different from the rest of us in hidden
victims sociologist susan f sharp challenges this culturally ingrained perspective by reminding us that those individuals
facing a death sentence in addition to being murderers are brothers or sisters mothers or fathers daughters or sons
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relatives or friends through a series of vivid and in depth interviews with families of the accused she demonstrates how the
exceptionally severe way in which we view those on death row trickles down to those with whom they are closely connected
sharp shows how family members and friends in effect the indirect victims of the initial crime experience a profoundly
complicated and socially isolating grief process departing from a humanist perspective from which most accounts of victims
are told sharp makes her case from a sociological standpoint that draws out the parallel experiences and coping
mechanisms of these individuals chapters focus on responses to sentencing the particular structure of grieving faced by this
population execution aftermath wrongful conviction family formation after conviction and the complex situation of
individuals related to both the killer and the victim powerful poignant and intelligently written hidden victims challenges all
of us regardless of which side of the death penalty you are on to understand the economic social and psychological
repercussions that shape the lives of the often forgotten families of death row inmates

this book addresses the myriad controversies and examines the evidence regarding capital punishment in america it answers
questions regarding topics like the efficacy of capital punishment in deterring violent crime the risks of mistakes legal issues
related to capital punishment and the monetary costs of keeping inmates on death row does the possibility of being put to
death deter crime do the methods of execution matter is it possible for a state ordered execution to be botched are
innocent people ever sent to death row are there racial biases or other prejudices associated with the death penalty this
book examines the history of capital punishment in the united states describes the significant issues events and cases and
addresses the controversies and legal issues surrounding capital punishment making this important topic accessible to a
wide range of readers the book presents both sides of the argument on whether capital punishment should continue or be
abolished looking at the evidence regarding whether it is necessary for carrying out justice and deterring violent crime or
whether the practice is inhumane ineffective biased in its application and costly readers will gain insights into how capital
punishment should be used if at all whether effective safeguards are in place to ensure that only the guilty receive the
death penalty what crimes deserve this sentence whether juveniles or individuals with diminished mental capacity should
ever be sentenced to death potentially viable alternatives to the death penalty and the hidden costs involved in our capital
punishment system that make it so expensive the book also contains primary documents relevant to capital punishment such
as excerpts from documents like the u s constitution the hittite case laws and the code of hammurabi as well as descriptions
of and excerpts from key cases decided by the u s supreme court

hugo bedau has commanded a long and distinguished career as one of the most widely respected opponents of capital
punishment his work has addressed a variety of perspectives in the death penalty debate from execution of the innocent to
the philosophical and moral grounds for abolition now his essays from the last fifteen years appear together in one volume
more than simply a collection of previously published articles killing as punishment represents a unified interdisciplinary
inquiry into several of the major empirical and normative issues raised by the death penalty the essays have been revised
and updated to survey the current state of the death penalty against the background of the past half century and are
divided along two major axes one detailing a range of facts raised by the controversy over capital punishment the other
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presenting a critical evaluation of the subject from a constitutional and ethical point of view drawing on his encyclopedic
knowledge of the field bedau addresses topics that include strong public support for the death penalty wrongful convictions
in capital cases the disappearance of executive clemency constitutional arguments surrounding t

the death penalty arouses our passions as does few other issues some view taking another person s life as just and
reasonable punishment while others see it as an inhumane and barbaric act but the intensity of feeling that capital
punishment provokes often obscures its long and varied history in this country now for the first time we have a
comprehensive history of the death penalty in the united states law professor stuart banner tells the story of how over four
centuries dramatic changes have taken place in the ways capital punishment has been administered and experienced in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the penalty was standard for a laundry list of crimes from adultery to murder from
arson to stealing horses hangings were public events staged before audiences numbering in the thousands attended by
women and men young and old black and white alike early on the gruesome spectacle had explicitly religious purposes an
event replete with sermons confessions and last minute penitence to promote the salvation of both the condemned and the
crowd through the nineteenth century the execution became desacralized increasingly secular and private in response to
changing mores in the twentieth and twenty first centuries ironically as it has become a quiet sanitary technological
procedure the death penalty is as divisive as ever by recreating what it was like to be the condemned the executioner and
the spectator banner moves beyond the debates to give us an unprecedented understanding of capital punishment s many
meanings as nearly four thousand inmates are now on death row and almost one hundred are currently being executed
each year the furious debate is unlikely to diminish the death penalty is invaluable in understanding the american way of
the ultimate punishment table of contents abbreviations introduction 1 terror blood and repentance 2 hanging day 3
degrees of death 4 the origins of opposition 5 northern reform southern retention 6 into the jail yard 7 technological cures 8
decline 9 to the supreme court 10 resurrection epilogue appendix counting executions notes acknowledgments index reviews
of this book banner deftly balances history and politics crafting a book that will be valuable to anyone interested in
knowing more about capital punishment no matter what his or her views are on the ethical issues surrounding the topic
david pitt booklist reviews of this book in this well researched and clear account banner charts how and why this country
went from having one of the world s mildest punitive systems to one of its harshest publishers weekly reviews of this book
stuart banner s book is fine and balanced and important his lucid history of this grim subject is scrupulously accurate it is
refreshingly free of the tendentiousness and the sensationalism that this subject invites richard a posner new republic
reviews of this book the contrast between the past and the present can now be seen with great clarity thanks to stuart
banner and his comprehensive book the death penalty american historians have been slow to undertake anything like a full
scale study of the subject banner s book does much to fill the gaps his book is an important and comprehensive treatment
of the topic hugo adam bedau boston review reviews of this book despite the gruesome nature of the book s topic it is
difficult to stop reading banner s research is fascinating his writing style compelling given the emotional nature of the
subject few people known to me are wishy washy about whether the death penalty is moral or immoral banner walks the line
of neutrality skillfully without seeming evasive steve weinberg legal times reviews of this book stuart banner s the death
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penalty is a tour de force remarkable for its neutrality as it traces the ways in which the death penalty has been applied
and for what kinds of crimes from the colonial era to the present banner writes like a historian who believes perspective is
best gained by dispassionately setting out what happened and letting everyone come to his or her own conclusions i think in
this book that works wonderfully on a subject in which emotions run so high it seems awfully useful to have a dispassionate
voice after all if banner allowed his own feelings on the death penalty pro con or somewhere in the middle to be known the
book easily could be dismissed as a diatribe he doesn t and it can t judith neuman beck san jose mercury news reviews of
this book law professor banner offers a persuasive examination of the evolution of capital punishment from colonial times
onward he makes clear that the death penalty has possessed generally consistent support from the us populace although
changes in the sensibilities of juries executioners legal theoreticians and judges have occurred highly recommended r ¢
cottrell choice reviews of this book stuart banner aptly illustrates in the death penalty like the nation the death penalty has
changed with the times banner s account spotlights a number of interesting trends in american history mostly evenhanded
in the tour he provides through the history of the death penalty and its role in and reflection of american society he has
managed to provide an accessible look at what is a profoundly controversial and complicated subject steven martinovich ft
lauderdale sun sentinel reviews of this book for centuries stuart banner tells us americans had been proud to possess a
criminal justice system that made less use of the death penalty than just about any other place on the globe including the
countries of western europe but no longer now we possess one of the harshest criminal codes in the world the death penalty
helps explain that turnaround but only in the course of a complicated story in which different factors emerge at different
times to play often unforeseeable roles this is a superbly told history paul rosenberg denver post and rocky mountain news
reviews of this book stuart banner s lucid richly researched book brings us for the first time a comprehensive history of
american capital punishment from colonial times to the present he describes the practices that characterized the institution
at different periods elucidates their ritual purposes and social meanings and identifies the forces that led to their
transformation the book s well ordered narrative is interspersed with individual case histories that give flesh and blood to
the account david garland times literary supplement reviews of this book an informative even handed chillingly fascinating
account of why and how the u s government and many state governments decided to sponsor executions of criminals even
though innocent defendants might die too jane henderson st louis post dispatch reviews of this book stuart banner s the
death penalty is a splendidly objective achievement delightfully written free of academic pretense liberally sprinkled with
apt references from contemporary sources the book exhaustively explores the multifaceted evolution of america s penal
practices elsbeth bothe baltimore sun the death penalty is certain to be the definitive account of the american experience
with capital punishment from its beginnings in the seventeenth century to the execution of timothy mcveigh in 2001 this is a
first rate piece of scholarship well written deeply researched fascinating to read and full of insights and good common
sense it is in my view one of the finest books to deal with this troubled and troubling subject historical and legal scholarship
owe a debt of gratitude to stuart banner lawrence friedman stanford law school a masterful book this is a long overdue
account which fills a huge gap in our understanding of america s long and complex relationship to state killing with
meticulous scholarship and lucid prose banner has written a compelling account of the place of capital punishment in our
society it sets the standard for all future scholarship on the history of the death penalty in america austin sarat author of
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when the state kills capital punishment and the american condition the death penalty a study we have badly needed is the
first history of the nation s engagement as well as its disengagement with capital punishment from the country s earliest
days to the present with a sure grasp of the constitutional issues stuart banner greatly advances a conversation at last
underway about the rightness of putting people to death for having inflicted a death banner s greatest and most useful
feat is remaining dispassionate on a subject that he cares deeply about as do a growing number of his fellow americans
william s mcfeely author of proximity to death the death penalty beautifully explains the changing paths traveled by
supporters and opponents of capital punishment over the years it explores a subject of enormous symbolic importance to
americans today linking our views about the death penalty to our larger concerns about crime david oshinsky author of
worse than slavery parchman farm and the ordeal of jim crow justice banner s book is a superbly detailed and textured
social history of a subject too often treated in legal abstractions it demonstrates how capital punishment has gnawed at the
conscience and imagination of americans and how it has challenged their efforts to define themselves culturally politically
and racially robert weisberg stanford law school

the increase in the number of countries that have abolished the death penalty since the end of the second world war shows
a steady trend towards worldwide abolition of capital punishment this book focuses on the political and legal issues raised
by the death penalty in countries in transition understood as countries that have transitioned or are transitioning from
conflict to peace or from authoritarianism to democracy in such countries the politics that surround retaining or abolishing
the death penalty are embedded in complex state building processes in this context madoka futamura and nadia bernaz
bring together the work of leading researchers of international law human rights transitional justice and international
politics in order to explore the social political and legal factors that shape decisions on the death penalty whether this leads
to its abolition reinstatement or perpetuation covering a diverse range of transitional processes in asia africa latin america
europe and the middle east the politics of the death penalty in countries in transition offers a broad evaluation of countries
whose death penalty policies have rarely been studied the book would be useful to human rights researchers and
international lawyers in demonstrating how transition and transformation provide the catalyst for several of interrelated
developments of which one is the reduction and elimination of capital punishment
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