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carnal knowledge is an outcome of the renewed energy and interest
in moving beyond the discursive construction of reality to
understand the relationship between what is conceived of as
reality and materiality described as the material turn it draws
together established and emerging writers whose research spans
dance music film fashion design photography literature painting
and stereo immersive vr to demonstrate how art allows us to map
the complex relations between nature and culture between the body
language and knowledge these writings are unique in the field
because they represent the authors commitment to a new
materialism through the creative arts the questions they address
include does the material turn in the creative arts take a
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different turn from continental epistemology philosophy and the
humanities how does the agency of matter the material nature of
artistic practice and the notion of truth to materials affect
what we understand as the new materialism in engaging with these
questions the book offers perspectives on the emergence of this
exciting fresh field of new materialism

in this groundbreaking volume theologians and scholars of
religion criticize and refine new materialist views to advance
debate about the role of religious experience in social and
political change

leading cultural and political theorists argue that any account
of experience agency and political action demands attention to
the urgent issues of our own material existence and environment

as humanity continues to consume planetary resources at an
unsustainable rate we require not only new and renewable forms of
energy but also new ways of understanding energy itself clayton
crockett offers an innovative philosophy of energy that cuts
across a number of leading edge disciplines drawing from
contemporary philosophies of new materialism non western
traditions and the sciences he develops a comprehensive vision of
energy as a material process spanning physics biology politics
ecology and religion crockett argues that change is foundational
to material reality which is ceaselessly self organizing we can
observe energy s effects in the operations of natural selection
as well as those at work in human societies matter and energy are
not an oppositional binary rather they are expressions of how
change functions in the universe ultimately crockett argues we
can conceive of god neither as a deity nor as a being but as the
principle of change informed by cutting edge theoretical
discourses in thermodynamics science studies energy humanities
systems theory continental philosophy and radical theology energy
and change draws on theorists such as gilles deleuze catherine
malabou slavoj ZiZek karen barad bruno latour and kojin karatani
as well as ideas about spirituality society and nature from
amerindian vodou and neo confucian traditions a foundational work
in new materialist philosophy of religion this book offers
compelling new insights into the structure of the cosmos and our
place in it

this cumulative work brings together a range of research
communities to contextualize and archive over a decade of work in
new materialist theorising and knowledge making practice
combining a reflective genealogical approach along with
productive avenues for future research this volume is an
essential collection for the field of new and feminist
materialism the collection uses the new materialist movements in
thought of changing intersecting practicing and transforming as
methods these movements have engendered the metaphysical
questions that different new and feminist materialist practices
engage the volume follows these four movements for genealogical
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interdisciplinary arts based and politics orienting research in
four parts each of which is preceded by an introductory framing
essay rosi braidotti s preface provides revelatory mappings to
bring the book together and curated panels further offer co
authored texts which practise the collective nature of academic
thinking advocated by the feminist new materialisms network

this book offers a new materialist thesis that focuses on the
dynamic biological core of humans shared with other animals and
the rest of the natural world to develop a radical theory of
human rights it therefore makes a unique contribution to
literature and to academic and societal debates both on new
materialisms and on human rights many on the political far right
deride the concept of a human right this has occurred in tandem
with a growing contempt for the rule of law and for obligations
to protect land or the environment to recognize the rights of
minorities or even to respect the various mechanisms of democracy
on the other hand ccontemporary left wing inspired literature has
also rejected the concept of a human right as enlightenment
inspired and western this has gone hand in hand with a
contestation of essentialism and universalism these theoretical
positions have been variously critiqued as racist sexist as well
as eurocentric drawing on metaphysics and ethics with
protagonists drawn from traditions across analytic and
continental philosophy and feminist theory assiter challenges
these critics to form a distinctive new materialist position most
people defenders and critics take for granted that the concept of
human rights and the universal view of humanity derive from the
european enlightenment however this bookdevelops a different
story of its origin from the earlier period of both aristotle and
the zoroastrian persian empire and locates the concept of a right
partly in our biological core yet challenges the assumption that
this is constructed by language of any kind specifically
including scientific discourse

bringing together authors from two intellectual traditions that
have so far generally developed independently of one another
critical theory and new materialism this book addresses the
fundamental differences and potential connections that exist
between these two schools of thought with a focus on some of the
most pressing questions of contemporary philosophy and social
theory in particular those concerning the status of long standing
and contested separations between matter and life the biological
and the symbolic passivity and agency affectivity and rationality
it shows that recent developments in both traditions point to
important convergences between them and thus prepare the ground
for a more direct confrontation and cross fertilization the first
volume to promote a dialogue between critical theory and new
materialism this collection explores the implications for
contemporary debates on ecology gender biopolitics post humanism
economics and aesthetics as such it will appeal to philosophers
social and political theorists and sociologists with interests in
contemporary critical theory and materialism
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new materialism challenges the mechanistic models characteristic
of early modern philosophy that regarded matter as largely
passive and inert instead it gives weight to topics often
overlooked in such accounts agency vitalism complexity
contingency and self organization this collection which includes
an international roster of contributors from philosophy history
literature and science is the first to ask what is new about the
new materialism and place it in interdisciplinary perspective
against current theories of new materialism it argues for a
deeper engagement with materialism s history questions whether
matter can be lively and asks whether new materialism s wish to
revitalize politics and the political lives up to its promise
contributors keith ansell pearson sarah ellenzweig christian j
emden n katherine hayles jess keiser mogens laerke ian lowrie
lenny moss angela willey catherine wilson charles t wolfe derek
woods and john h zammito

karl marx is the most historically foundational and systematic
critic of capitalism to date and the years since the 2008
financial crisis have witnessed a rebirth of his popular appeal
in a world of rising income inequality right wing nationalisms
and global climate change people are again looking to the father
of modern socialism for answers as this book argues every era
since marx s death has reinvented him to fit its needs there is
not one marx forever and for all time there are a thousand marxes
as thomas nail contends one of the most significant contributions
of marx s work is that it treats theory itself as a historical
practice reading marx is not just an interpretative activity but
a creative one as our historical conditions change so do the
kinds of questions we pose and the kinds of answers we find in
marx s writing this book is a return to the writings of karl marx
including his under appreciated dissertation through the lens of
the pressing philosophical and political problems of our time
ecological crisis gender inequality colonialism and global
mobility however the aim of this book is not to make marxism
relevant by applying it to contemporary issues instead marx in
motion the first new materialist interpretation of marx s work
treats capital as if it were already a response to the present
thomas nail argues that marx was a new materialist avant la
lettre he argues that marx did not believe history was determined
or that matter was passive or that humans were separate or
superior to nature marx did not even have a labor theory of value
marxists argue that new materialists lack a sufficient political
and economic theory and new materialists argue that marx s
materialism is human centric and mechanistic this book aims to
solve both problems by proposing a new materialist marxism

the essays in this volume discuss the various approaches to new
materialism in sociology and philosophy they raise the questions
of what new materialism consists of and whether it in fact should
be considered a radical change in social theory are the ideas of
a material turn as the theory is formulated and in its
assumptions foreshadowed by the classical philosophies of spinoza
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and tarde do these new approaches bring substantially new
perspectives to social theory a further goal of these essays is
to formulate the methodological and methodical consequences for
its empirical implementation what conditions must an ethnography
of things fulfill if it is to be sufficient which participant
objects and bodies do the approaches of the various social
theories and methodologies include or exclude

examines the theoretical achievements and the political impact of
the new materialisms materialism a rich philosophical tradition
that goes back to antiquity is currently undergoing a renaissance
in the government of things thomas lemke provides a comprehensive
overview and critical assessment of this new materialism in
analyzing the work of graham harman jane bennett and karen barad
lemke articulates what exactly new materialism is and how it has
evolved these insights open up new spaces for critical thought
and political experimentation overcoming the 1limits of
anthropocentrism drawing on michel foucault s concept of a
government of things the book also goes beyond new materialist
scholarship which tends to displace political questions by
ethical and aesthetic concerns it puts forward a relational and
performative account of materialities that more closely attends
to the interplay of epistemological ontological and political
issues lemke provides definitive and much needed clarity about
the fascinating potential and limitations of new materialism as a
whole the government of things revisits foucault s more than
human understanding of government to capture a new constellation
of power environmentality as the book demonstrates contemporary
modes of government seek to control the social ecological and
technological conditions of life rather than directly targeting
individuals and populations the book offers an essential and much
needed tool to critically examine this political shift

new materialism has emerged over the past 20 years as an approach
concerned fundamentally with the material workings of power but
focused firmly upon social production rather than social
construction applied to empirical research radically extends
traditional materialist analysis beyond traditional concerns with
structural and macro level social phenomena addressing issues of
how desires feelings and meanings also contribute to social
production new materialism is currently having a profound effect
across disciplines rooted in post marxist thinking but spreading
out on the flat ontology of networks objects and bodies new
materialism is an interdisciplinary discussion on the properties
of matter in terms of agency ethical responsibility and immanence
along with post humanism the anthropocene nonrepresentational
theories and post deleuzian thought new materialism asks us to
reconsider the nature of the human and the non human the
difference between actual and virtual the emergence of politics
and law in the face of ubiquitous materiality and above all the
new responsibilities that come with it all sociology and the new
materialism theory research action discusses issues of research
design and methods in new materialist social inquiry an approach

5 Carnal Knowledge Towards A New Materialism



Carnal Knowledge Towards A New Materialism

that is attracting increasing interest across the social sciences
as an alternative to either realist or constructionist ontologies
new materialism de privileges human agency focusing instead upon
how assemblages of the animate and inanimate together produce the
world with fundamental implications for social dinquiry
methodology and methods conversely new materialism takes matter
as a lively and active participant in social life problematises
core hierarchical binaries such as human nonhuman living non
living and idealism materialism and expands the remit of what
constitutes social life questioning these binaries renders humans
as part of a flatter ontology than we might normally think this
book also considers how core social concerns of responsibility
and sustainability might be transformed when we pay attention to
the forces and capacities of materialities

art of the real is devoted to registering the materialist turn of
contemporary theory in visual studies for many years visual
studies was dominated by post structuralist theory and its
attendant nominalism more recently however the materialism of
slavoj A1l 2iA3 4ek the realism of gilles deleuze especially as
imputed by manuel de landa and alain badiou has disrupted this
status quo today we are more likely to take for granted the
relevance of biology and the natural sciences while the return of
marx has been more serious than countenanced by derrida or
foucault this book considers visual studies and the questions
that have led to the new materialism its ontology and its
relation to contemporary politics while a good deal of work has
promoted a materialist agenda at the same time that scholars in
art history and visual studies have felt liberated by the call to
attend to objects materials and a oemateriality a no publication
has yet treated this move for its meta theoretical commitments
this volume does this by addressing the conditions that have
brought about the turn to materiality the ontological commitments
that follow on from new materialist metaphysics and the political
implications wrought by these commitments

this book argues that identified weaknesses in recent theological
engagement with new materialism can be successfully addressed by
incorporating insights from relational christian realism central
themes are those of the relational and the apophatic as they
represent different but essential strands of a materialist
theology the relational refers to the work of deleuze and its
influence upon key new materialist thinkers such as de landa
bryant and braidotti but supplemented from relational christian
realism by latour and badiou and with reference to the concept of
the apophatic as found in keller and kearney examining the
concepts of transcendence human agency and a new enlightenment
the book moves into more practical areas of aesthetics and
technology concluding with a response to the contemporary
apocalyptic of climate change being beyond in the midst requires
developing spaces of faithful dissent and holding the tension
between the relational and the apophatic in theology
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where are you from this question often refers to someone s
birthplace childhood home or a place that holds significance the
location that is offered in response to this question is more
than a means of orientation it is a lived place that has complex
meanings that identify are learned and made yet the significance
of place to our lives 1is often overlooked it is key to
understanding who we are and how we are both individually and
collectively through embodied and material practice research
underpinned with theories of new materialism tara page enables us
to learn and understand how our ways of knowing making and
learning place are entangled with embodied and material
pedagogies she shows how our bodily engagements in and with the
material world are intra actions of the who with the where the
creative and multi dimensional approach of this book with links
to photographs creative practices to be read with the text brings
together the global with the local practice with theory and
demonstrates the complex pedagogy between bodies places and
everyday social relations of power page reveals that placemaking
is the very experiential fact of our existence but is also a
necessary one

for the editors of this collection new materialisms have always
been the entanglement of epistemology ontology ethics and
politics looking back to the notion of situated knowledges
haraway 1988 that among others planted the seed for feminist new
materialism van der tuin 2015 26 one sees how those at least four
planes are entangled rogowska stangret 2018 in order to bring
forth response able haraway 2008 research new materialism is thus
an ethico onto epistemological framework barad 2007 revelles
benavente 2018 that by activating its ethico politics helps to
diagnose infer and transform gendered environmental
anthropocentric social injustices from a multidimensional angle
social injustices are a driving motivation to pursue research and
are the reason why the editors and authors of this special issue
cannot understand new materialism without feminism in the lines
of eds hinton teusch 2015 contemporary feminist researchers are
providing new materialisms with a transversal approach yuval
davis 1997 that comes from many different disciplines without
canonizing back again knowledge creation and production and in
hope that they will not enter back into classifixations van der
tuin 2015 it is situated haraway 1988 research response able
haraway 2008 to material discursive practices that iterate in a
dynamic conceptualization of matter

the first book of its kind sociology and the new materialism
explores the many and varied applications of new materialism a
key emerging trend in 21st century thought to the practice of
doing sociology offering a clear exposition of new materialist
theory and using sociological examples throughout to enable the
reader to develop a materialist sociological understanding the
book outlines the fundamental precepts of new materialism
explores how materialism provides new perspectives on the range
of sociological topic areas explains how materialist approaches
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can be used to research sociological issues and also to engage
with social issues sociology and the new materialism is a clear
and authoritative one stop guide for advanced undergraduates and
postgraduates in sociology cultural studies social policy and

related disciplines
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