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Britain And Europe Since 1945 Britain and Europe Since 1945 A PostWar Partnership and
its  Fractured Future Britain  Europe postwar EU Brexit  Cold War European integration
AngloEuropean relations UK foreign policy The relationship between Britain and Europe
since 1945 is  a complex tapestry woven with threads of cooperation competition and
ultimately divergence From the ashes of World War II emerged a continent grappling with
rebuilding and the looming threat  of  the Cold War a context  that  profoundly shaped
Britains  evolving  relationship  with  its  European neighbours  This  post  delves  into  this
fascinating historical narrative analysing key events and offering insights into the current
state of affairs The Early PostWar Era Hesitant Engagement The immediate postwar period
saw  Britain  despite  its  wartime  leadership  initially  hesitant  about  deep  European
integration The Empire remained a significant focus and a sense of national exceptionalism
fueled by a unique history and global reach persisted While Britain participated in the
formation of NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization a crucial alliance against the Soviet
threat its approach to European integration was cautious The early attempts at European
collaboration such as the Organisation for European Economic Co operation OEEC saw
Britain involved but not fully committed to the supranational structures that would later
define the European Union The Seeds of Integration From the EEC to the EU The 1950s and
60s saw a shift The devastation of the war and the growing need for economic cooperation
fostered the creation of the European Economic Community EEC the precursor to the
European Union in 1957 Initially Britain remained on the sidelines partly due to concerns
about sovereignty and its Commonwealth ties However the growing economic success of
the EEC eventually compelled Britain to apply for membership in 1961 only to be vetoed by
French  President  Charles  de  Gaulle  This  rejection  underscored  the  complexities  and
political  nuances  inherent  in  the  AngloEuropean  relationship  Membership  and  the
Challenges of Integration Britain finally joined the EEC in 1973 marking a significant turning
point Membership 2 brought both benefits access to a large single market and enhanced
economic prosperity and challenges The ongoing debate about Britains role within the EU
often characterized by Euroscepticism within certain segments of the population played a
pivotal role in shaping domestic politics The UK consistently negotiated for optouts from
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various EU policies reflecting a persistent tension between the desire to reap the economic
advantages of membership and the reluctance to fully embrace the political implications of
European  integration  The  Maastricht  Treaty  and  Beyond  A  Deepening  Divide  The
Maastricht Treaty of 1992 which established the European Union further deepened the
integration process The creation of the single currency the Euro however became a major
point of  contention Britain opted out reflecting a lingering skepticism towards further
centralization and the perceived loss of national control over monetary policy This decision
highlights the enduring tensions between national interests and supranational goals Brexit
The Seismic Shift The culmination of decades of evolving relationship and internal debate
came with the 2016 Brexit referendum A narrow majority voted to leave the European
Union  sending  shockwaves  across  Europe  and  triggering  a  protracted  and  complex
withdrawal process The decision was driven by a confluence of factors including concerns
about immigration sovereignty and the perceived burden of EU regulations PostBrexit
Reality  Navigating  a  New Relationship  Brexit  fundamentally  reshaped the  relationship
between Britain and Europe The UKs departure resulted in the renegotiation of trade
agreements complex border arrangements and a reevaluation of security cooperation The
economic  consequences  of  Brexit  are  still  unfolding  with  ongoing  debates  about  the
longterm impact on both the UK and the EU Practical  Tips for Understanding Britains
PostWar European Journey Engage with diverse sources Read books articles and watch
documentaries  from various perspectives  to  gain  a  balanced understanding Focus on
primary  sources  Explore  historical  documents  speeches  and  political  manifestos  to
understand the  context  of  decisions  made Follow current  affairs  Keep uptodate  with
ongoing developments in AngloEuropean relations through reputable news outlets Analyze
political discourse Pay attention to the language used by politicians and commentators on
both sides of the debate to identify underlying biases and assumptions 3 Learn about the
EU  institutions  Understanding  the  structure  and  function  of  the  EU  is  crucial  for
comprehending Britains role within it and its absence Conclusion A Fractured Partnership A
Uncertain Future The relationship between Britain and Europe since 1945 is a story of both
cooperation and conflict of integration and divergence The decision to leave the European
Union represents a profound shift the longterm consequences of which are still unfolding
The  future  of  the  AngloEuropean  relationship  remains  uncertain  shaped  by  evolving
political  landscapes  economic  realities  and the  enduring  question  of  national  identity
versus  European  integration  This  complex  and  multifaceted  narrative  offers  valuable
lessons on the challenges and opportunities inherent in international relations and the
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enduring tension between national  sovereignty and supranational  cooperation FAQs 1
What were the main reasons for Britains initial hesitation to join the EEC Britains strong
Commonwealth  ties  a  sense  of  national  exceptionalism  and  concerns  about  losing
sovereignty were major factors 2 How did the Cold War influence Britains relationship with
Europe The Cold War created a shared security interest leading to NATO membership but
also  shaped  Britains  cautious  approach  to  European  integration  as  it  balanced  its
commitment  to  the  US  and  its  European  ties  3  What  are  the  longterm  economic
consequences of  Brexit  The longterm economic effects  are still  debated but potential
consequences  include  disruptions  to  trade  reduced  economic  growth  and  shifts  in
investment  patterns  for  both  the  UK and the  EU 4  How has  Brexit  affected security
cooperation between Britain and Europe Brexit has created complexities in intelligence
sharing  and  security  collaboration  necessitating  the  renegotiation  of  agreements  and
potentially weakening joint efforts in certain areas 5 What is the future of AngloEuropean
relations The future is uncertain and depends on several factors including the evolving
political landscapes in both the UK and EU the success or failure of postBrexit trade deals
and the broader geopolitical  context  A period of  recalibration and redefinition of  the
relationship is likely 4
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europe since 1945 is an exciting new survey of the history of europe since the end of world
war two in the second half of the twentieth century europe has known a period of peace
and stability unprecedented in its history and virtually unparalleled in the rest of the world
europe explains the reasons for this state of affairs thought provoking and wide ranging
this  book  discusses  political  economic  social  and  cultural  change  in  modern  europe
covering  both  western  and  eastern  europe  comprehensively  and  featuring  extensive
analysis of the 1990s this book includes examination of the cold war war at the edges
northern ireland and yugoslavia the european union the issues of nationalism the end of
the dictatorships economic prosperity the eec and the euro the break up of the european
empires and the consequences

with a new foreword by timothy garton ash a magisterial and acclaimed history of post war
europe from germany to poland from western europe to eastern europe selected as one of
new york times ten best books of the year europe in 1945 was drained much of the
continent was devastated by war mass slaughter bombing and chaos large areas of eastern
europe were falling under soviet control exchanging one despotism for another today the
soviet union is no more and the democracies of the european union reach as far as the
borders of russia itself postwar tells the rich and complex story of how we got from there
to here demystifying europe s recent history and identity of what the continent is and has
been it is hard to imagine how a better and more readable history of the emergence of
today s europe from the ashes of 1945 could ever be written all in all a real masterpiece ian
kershaw author of hitler judt dares to expound the sum total of europe since 1945 in a
seamless narrative this is history writing with a human face as well as with brainpower
norman  davies  guardian  brilliant  judt  has  written  the  standard  reference  work  on
european post war history it will provoke fruitful debate but i find it hard to imagine that it
will ever be surpassed misha glenny irish times

an examination of the ceaseless controversies surrounding ideas of nation and nationalism
showing that they are very far from dead in twenty first century europe beginning by
defining these terms and setting out theories and concepts clearly and concisely this book
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analyses the impact of nationalism since the second world war covering themes including
the relationship of nationalism to the cold war the re emergence of demands by stateless
nations european integration and globalisation immigration since the 1970s the effects of
nationalism on the former soviet union and eastern block

as europe has expanded its influence in world economic and political affairs there has
been an increased need to understand how europe recovered from the devastation of
world war ii to become a major world player this concise history offers a comprehensive
overview of europe s political  social  economic and cultural developments since 1945 j
robert wegs and robert ladrech balance a narrative of the major events and personalities
of the post war political scene with a critical assessment of key issues and themes such as
the development of the welfare state european integration and the european union the
cold war the rise and fall of the soviet empire the political economic turmoil in eastern
europe since 1989 the place of europe in the globalisation of the world s political economic
affairs the text also features further reading sections at the end of each chapter to aid
more detailed study and is enhanced throughout with tables maps and illustrations written
for students and general readers alike this thoroughly revised updated and expanded new
edition is an ideal introduction for anyone with an interest in the history and politics of
post war europe east and west

substantially expanded and rewritten this new edition takes into account the momentous
changes since the first edition was published in 1992 with several central european states
joining  the  european union the  authors  set  the  historical  context  in  which  since  the
collapse of the soviet union eastern europe is itself increasingly dividing into two blocks
those where democracy and pluralism appear firmly established and those where they do
not

this text brings home the waves of transformation that have washed across europe in the
second half of the 20th century sketching out general patterns of this change and exploring
some of the local themes and variations in parts of europe

an established introductory textbook that provides students with an engaging overview of
the complex developments in eastern europe from the end of  the second world war
through to the present tracing the origins of the socialist experiment de stalinisation and
the transition from socialism to capitalism it explores the key events in each nation s recent
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history this is an ideal core text for dedicated modules on eastern european history or
europe since 1945 including central europe and the balkans or a supplementary text for
broader modules on modern european history or european political history which may be
offered at all levels of an undergraduate history politics or european studies degree in
addition it is a crucial resource for students who may be studying the recent history of
eastern europe for the first  time as part  of  a taught postgraduate degree in modern
european history european politics or european studies new to this edition a fully revised
new edition of an established text updated throughout to incorporate the latest research
provides coverage of recent events offers increased focus on social and cultural history
with greater emphasis on everyday life and experiences in eastern europe

for the first time this book reveals the actual roles of the christian democratic cd parties in
postwar  europe from a pan european perspective  it  shows how christian democratic
parties  became the dominant  political  force in  postwar western europe and how the
european people s party is currently the largest group in the european parliament cd
parties and political leaders like adenauer schuman and de gasperi played a particularly
important role in the evolution of the core europe of the eec ec after 1945 key chapters
address the same questions about the parties membership and social organization their
economic and social policies and their european and international policies during the cold
war the book also includes two survey chapters setting out  the international  political
context for cd parties and comparing their postwar development and two chapters on their
transnational  party  cooperation  after  1945  this  is  the  companion  volume  to  political
catholicism in europe 1918 1945

describes political  developments in europe from the aftermath of  world war ii  to the
decline of the soviet empire

this is the ideal companion text to a political history of western europe since 1945 it is an
introductory survey which explains how western europe built up its postwar prosperity and
is moving towards continental integration themes treated include the origins of the ec
consumerism youth culture and protest immigration the oil crisis and its aftermath and the
contrasting experience and expectations of the nordic world and the mediterranean south
the book ends with the consequences of  soviet  collapse designed for  general  history
students it assumes no formal knowledge of economics and is notably accessible and user
friendly in its approach
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a companion to europe since 1945 provides a stimulating guide to numerous important
developments which have influenced the political economic social and cultural character of
europe during and since the cold war includes 22 original essays by an international team
of expert scholars examines the social intellectual economic cultural and political changes
that took place throughout europe in the cold war and post cold war periods discusses a
wide range of topics including the single market european american relations family life
and  employment  globalization  consumption  political  parties  european  decolonization
european identity security and defence policies and europe s fight against international
terrorism presents europe in a broad geographical conception to give equal weighting to
developments in the eastern and western european states

in the decade after 1945 as the cold war freeze set in a new europe slowly began to
emerge from the ruins of the second world war based on a broad rejection of the fascist
past that had so scarred the continent s recent history in the east this new consensus was
enforced by soviet imposed communist regimes in the west the process was less coercive
amounting more to a consensus of silence on both sides much was deliberately forgotten
or obscured the years which followed were in many ways golden years for western europe
democracy became embedded in germany and eventually triumphed over dictatorship in
spain portugal and greece britain and france faced up to the necessity of decolonization
the european economic community was founded and went from strength to strength as
the economies of western europe bounced back from the devastation of the war the
countries of the east lagged far behind and seemed caught in a perpetual game of catch up
but even there conditions had improved since the end of the war albeit at a much slower
rate above all throughout this period the european world continued to be sustained by the
broad anti fascist consensus that had emerged in the years after 1945 however as dan
stone shows in this new history of the continent since the war this fundamental consensus
began to break down in the wake of the oil shocks of the 1970s a process which has rapidly
accelerated since the end of the cold war globalization deregulation and the erosion of
social  democratic  welfare  capitalism  in  the  west  and  the  collapse  of  the  purported
communist alternative in the east have all fatally undermined the post war anti fascist
value system that predominated across europe in the first four decades after the end of
the  second world  war  ominously  this  has  been accompanied by  a  rise  in  right  wing
populism and a widespread revision of the anti fascist narrative on which this value system
was based the danger of this shift is now evident financial and social crisis an increasing



Britain And Europe Since 1945

8 Britain And Europe Since 1945

inability on the part of european populations to resist historical myth making and the re
emergence of fascist  ideas the result  as dan stone warns is  socially divisive politically
dangerous and a genuine threat to the future of a civilized europe

in recent years a remarkable flourishing of works on the postwar history of social science
and humanities disciplines led to the growing configuration of a field of cold war social
science  research  yet  in  spite  of  its  thematic  diversity  and  with  few  exceptions  the
geography of the field remains overwhelmingly north american and western european this
volume brings in the perspective of the other europe it contributes a series of observations
on and from the margins of the field which reflect on the condition of knowledge and
research on what is perceived and thematized as the semi periphery by the observers
themselves rather than simply attempting to shift focus the chapters explore scientific
visions of the social off center they span the years from the immediate postwar period to
the present and the european semi peripheries from tartu to portugal with the majority of
studies  covering  east  central  europe  in  its  chronology  the  volume  follows  but  often
challenges existing accounts of postwar social science part one engages with sovietization
and the profound transformation of most social science and humanities disciplines in the
postwar  period  up  to  the  1950s  the  second  part  covers  the  spectacular  rise  and
domination of sociology among 1960s social sciences the intensification of transnational
exchanges up to the 1980s is the topic of the third part and the crisis and reorganization of
the social sciences in the late socialist period and the post socialist years of transition are
analyzed in the fourth and final section of the volume

this title charts the history of europe since 1945 and includes coverage of political social
and economic themes through a country by country approach it also features chapters on
the cold war the common european market nato and the warsaw pact and assesses the
development of culture since 1945 historiography is woven into the narrative and all of the
chapters are supported by bibliographies advice sections and source material the exercise
sections comprise  structured essay and source based activities  reflecting examination
syllabuses

central europe here poland the german democratic republic czechoslovakia and hungary is
at the centre of international attention since the soviet collapse an understanding of its
postwar history is critical to an appreciation of the challenges facing its present rulers this
is an engrossing account of the installation development operation and eventual downfall
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of  its  very  different  communist  regimes  and  the  transition  to  the  freedoms  and
uncertainties of the post soviet world the book covers political economic social and cultural
change emphasising the crucial relationships with the ussr throughout

provides a stimulating guide to numerous important developments which have influenced
the political economic social and cultural character of europe during and since the cold war

an introduction to the history of europe both east and west from 1945 to 1984 this text
concentrates on three themes the political and economic development of the major states
the evolution of the soviet union and the eastern bloc and the role of non russian europe
in world affairs

employing 286 scholars this two volume encyclopedia contains entries on post world war ii
european political history and groups significant events and persons the economy religion
education the arts women s issues writers and more
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