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an expert in probing mafia type relationships in present day russia martin mccauley here offers a vigorously written scrutiny of soviet politics and society since the
days of lenin and stalin john keep professor emeritus university of toronto the birth of the soviet union surprised many its demise amazed the whole world how did
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imperial russia give way to the soviet union in 1917 and why did the ussr collapse so quickly in 1991 marxism promised paradise on earth but the communist party
never had true power instead allowing lenin and stalin to become dictators who ruled in its name the failure of the planned economy to live up to expectations led to
a boom in the unplanned economy in particular the black market in turn this led to the growth of organised crime and corruption within the government the rise and
fall of the soviet union examines the strengths weaknesses and contradictions of the first marxist state and reassesses the role of power authority and legitimacy in
soviet politics including first person accounts anecdotes illustrations and diagrams to illustrate key concepts mccauley provides a seminal history of twentieth century
russia

this book is a brief lucid account of russian and soviet history from ancient kievan rus to the present day equal attention is paid to the early and the modern periods of
russian history the author has revised this new edition to include the dramatic changes in the soviet union and its foreign policy during gorbachev s first five years in
office the text is supplemented with maps and illustrations and includes bibliographies at the end of each chapter designed for use by students in either a one or two
semester introductory course in russian history russia and the soviet union will also be valuable to any reader seeking to become acquainted with the story of the
russian people their tribulations and courage tragedies and triumphs and their remarkable contribution to world culture

this lucid account of russian and soviet history presents major trends and events from ancient kievan rus to vladimir putin s renewed presidency of the twenty first
century russia and the soviet union does not shy away from controversial topics including the impact of the mongol conquest the paradoxes of peter the great the
inevitability of the 1917 revolution the stalinist terror and the gorbachev reform effort tackling those topics and others thompson s seventh edition is updated to
discuss the  flawed parliamentary  elections  to  the  russian duma in  december  2011 as  well  as  the  election  of  vladimir  putin  to  a  second non consecutive  term as
president of russia in march 2012 recent sociopolitical changes are reflected in a thoroughly rewritten chapter 15 on the new russia and a new chapter 16 discussing
vladimir putin and dmitri medvedev distinguished by its brevity and amply supplemented with useful images and suggested readings this essential text provides
balanced coverage of all periods of russian history and incorporates economic social and cultural developments as well as politics and foreign policy

from the capricious reign of catherine the great and alexander i to the provocative leadership of mikhail gorbachev the author concentrates on the interplay between
interests and ideologies in the relationship between the united states and the soviet union in an even handed non ideological narrative
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following his great trilogy of biographies of the giants who dominated the history of the soviet union stalin 1991 lenin 1994 and trotsky 1996 dmitri volkogonov delves
deeper into the soviet archives to produce new character evaluations and political assessments of the seven leaders who ruled the soviet union from 1917 to 1991 a
former general in the soviet army s propaganda department director of the institute for military history and defence adviser to president yeltsin from 1991 to his death
from cancer in december 1995 dmitri volkogonov had unrivalled access to soviet military archives communist party documents and secret presidential files basing his
new book on these inside sources he has continued his pioneering work of revealing the truth behind the activities of the world s most secretive political leaders he
throws new light on lenin s paranoia about foreigners in russia his creation of a privileged system for top party members stalin s repression of the nationalities and his
singular conduct of foreign policy the origins and conduct of the korean war khrushchev s relationship with the odious secret service chief beria brezhnev s vanity and
stupidity the afghan war poland and solidarity soviet bureaucracy gorbachev s leninism and role in history

this book presents a brief lucid account of russian and soviet history from ancient kievan rus to borris yeltsin s dispersal of the anti reform parliament thompson s
balanced treatment pays equal attention to the early and modern periods of russian history this new thoroughly revised edition reassesses the legacy of the brezhnev
period looks at the crucial transitional role of mikhail gorbachev analyzes the dramatic breakup of the soviet union and provides an overview of the emergence of
noncommunist russia an all new chapter focuses on events since 1991 including the war in chechenya and russia s relations with the other post soviet successor
states the text is supplemented with maps and illustrations and includes bibliographies and suggested readings at the end of each chapter designed for use by
students in either a one or two semester introductory course in russian history russia and the soviet union will also be valuable to any reader seeking to become
aquatinted with the story of the russian people their traditions and courage their tragedies and triumphs and their remarkable contribution to european and world
culture

described as one of the most tragic human experiences in human history the soviet union as an empire holds much intrigue and fascination for the western world it
held unquestionable status as an empire with its coverage of over 100 nationalities its status as the last of the empires depends on what the future may hold but any
future empires will undoubtedly be based on intellectual and institutional foundations far different from those developed during the soviet era here john keep presents
the narrative history of the ussr from the last years of stalin to the checkered fate of gorbachev s reform policies and the ultimate collapse of the empire under
manifold centrifugal pressures focusing upon political economic social and cultural developments the book is divided into four parts the last years of stalin nikita
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krushchev s abortive attempts to reform communist rule the years 1964 1985 covered largely by breshnev s long tenure of power and lastly gorbachev s abortive
attempts to promote a reformed democratic communism

a second edition of this famous survey has been eagerly awaited when the first edition appeared brezhnev was still in power gorbachev did not make it to the index
and the ussr was a superpower today the soviet experiment is over and the ussr no longer exists how why martin mccauley has reworked and greatly expanded his
book to answer these questions and to provide a complete account of the soviet years essential reading to an appreciation of recent history and to a better
understanding of whatever happens next

stalin and the soviet union offers new interpretations of recently uncovered archives examining the soviet leader s domestic and foreign policy it covers core topics
such as stalin s rise to power the economy society culture the cold war the second world war terror for all students of russia stalin and european history this will prove
essential reading and a clear background and guide to exam success

what caused the cold war in the first place and why did it last as long as it did melvyn p leffler homes in on four crucial episodes when american and soviet leaders
considered modulating avoiding or ending hostilities and asks why they failed

one of the world s preeminent scholars of the soviet union with many personal contacts there geoffrey hosking provides a unique perspective on the rapid changes
the country is experiencing other books have focused on the political changes taking place under gorbachev hosking s lively analysis illuminates the social cultural
and historical developments that have created the need and openness for sweeping political and economic change

combining narrative commentary with over 270 contemporary documents this title provides an entree to debate over humanity s most momentous and tragic
experiment it is suitable for students at all levels

in 1917 bolshevik revolutionaries came to power in the war torn russian empire in a way that defied all predictions including their own scarcely a lifespan later in 1991
the soviet union collapsed as accidentally as it arose the decades between witnessed drama on an epic scale the chaos and hope of revolution famines and purges
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hard won victory in history s most destructive war and worldwide geopolitical conflict all entwined around the dream of building a better society this book is a lively
and authoritative distillation of this complex history told with vivid details a grand sweep and wry wit the acclaimed historian sheila fitzpatrick chronicles the soviet age
its rise reign and unexpected fall as well as its afterlife in today s russia she underscores the many ironies of the soviet experience an ideology that claimed to offer
humanity the reins of history wrangled with contingency an avowedly internationalist and anti imperialist state birthed an array of nationalisms and a vision of
transcending economic and social inequality and injustice gave rise to a country that was in its way surprisingly normal moving seamlessly from lenin to stalin to
gorbachev to putin the shortest history of the soviet union provides an indispensable guide to one of the twentieth century s great powers and the enduring
fascination it still exerts
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