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few scholars of the book of mormon have read this volume of scripture as closely and
rigorously as joseph m spencer and of those none have devoted as much time and
effort as he to a theological reading of that sacred text that is as spencer writes how
it might shape responsible thinking about questions pertaining to the life of religious
commitment p 1 173 the anatomy of book of mormon theology divides into two
volumes exploring and thinking about these pertinent questions whereas the first
volume principally contains essays that deal with relatively traditional theological
questions and concerns the essays in this volume ask about what new worlds might
be discovered in doing theological work on the book of mormon focusing on what
spencer calls microscopic and macroscopic theological readings of the text essays in
the first set examine no more than a verse of the book of mormon more often just a
single phrase or two to see what theological implications lie within the details of the
text the second set of essays ask questions about the shape and intentions of the

whole of the book of mormon as this can be discerned through the ways it deploys
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biblical texts and especially the writings of isaiah a third set of essays follows the two
on microscopic and macroscopic styles of theology and are invitations to blur the
boundaries that separate different styles of book of mormon scholarship these final
essays call on book of mormon scholars to move closer to theology and calls on

theologians to move closer to the book of mormon

gives a highly praised detailed and even handed account of the fastest growing and
most propserous religious group in america today thoroughly revised and updated to
include the presidential run of mitt romney and the likely death of president prophet

hinckley

until around the latter part of the 20th century mormonism has been presented in
scholarly reconstructions as a religion that has not changed significantly from its
beginnings whose presently held beliefs existed as a central core of doctrine at the
church s founding in 1830 the author argues instead that the development of
mormonism has been primarily due to external events popular cultural philosophical
religious and scientific and that these influences have led to the emergence of several
streams of thought that are actually in opposition to the early beliefs of the church
mormonism can be seen as a reflection of the development of american society and
culture from the early 1800s to the present the major aim of this work is to establish a
proper chronology for the development of mormon thought specifically in its concept

of the nature of god

this anthology provides a scholarly in depth analysis of the thirteen gospel topics
essays issued by the church of jesus christ of latter day saints from december 2013
to october 2015 the contributors reflect a variety of faith traditions including the Ids
church community of christ catholic and evangelical christian each contributor is an
experienced thoughtful scholar many having written widely on religious thought in

general and mormon history in particular the writers probe the strengths and

3 Book Of Mormon Revised Authorized Edition



Book Of Mormon Revised Authorized Edition

weaknesses of each of the gospel topics essays providing a forthright discussion on
the relevant issues in Ids history and doctrine the editors hope that these analyses
will spark a healthy discussion about the gospel topics essays as well as stimulate

further discussion in the field of mormon studies

the new mormon history is the banner under which many professional historians
today approach latter day saint historiography scholars who embrace this term
attempt to put significant events into context rather than bracketing data that might
seem challenging to traditional assumptions these scholars are also as interested in
the experience of the rank and file as in the lives and edicts of the leaders and
pursue questions about women minorities domestic life diet fashion and the common
church experience they employ statistical analysis and theories and methods of the
social sciences in their work in this collection d michael quinn has selected fifteen
essays which demonstrate the methods of this new history contributors include
thomas g alexander james b allen leonard j arrington maureen ursenbach beecher
eugene e campbell kenneth | cannon ii mario s depillis robert b flanders klaus |j
hansen william g hartley stanley s ivins dean | may linda king newell b h roberts jan
shipps and ronald w walker participants offer new ideas and give readers the
opportunity to determine for themselves the relative success of these approaches by
presenting examples the collection demonstrates areas of interpretation that may be

considered revisionist as well

just as a growing interest in millennialism at the turn of this century has rejuvenated
religious debate and questions concerning the fate of the world so did mormonism
develop from millennial enthusiasm early in the nineteenth century joseph smith the
founder of mormonism and a provocative even controversial figure in history declared
that he had been given the authority to restore the true church in the latter days the
primary source of smith s latter day revelation is the book of mormon and to fully

understand his role as the founder of the mormon faith one must also understand the
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book of mormon and how it came to be unfortunately the literature about joseph smith
and the book of mormon is permeated with contradiction and controversy in the first
edition of this impressive work david persuitte provided a significant amount of
revealing biographical information about smith that resolved many of the controversies
concerning his character he also presented an extensive comparative analysis
positing that the probable conceptual source for the book of mormon was a book
entitled view of the hebrews or the tribes of israel in america which was written by an
early new england minister named ethan smith now in an expanded and revised
second edition incorporating many new findings relating to the origin of the book of
mormon mr persuitte s book continues to shed much new light on the path joseph

smith took toward founding the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

modelled after the oxford line of annotated bibles this is the first fully annotated
academic edition of the book of mormon in its 200 year history this edition reformats
the complete scriptural text in the manner of modern bible translations making it more
accessible and readable and the annotations and book introductions identify key
themes and intertextual connections the editorial additions focus on the details of
specific passages but also highlight broader perspectives that will illuminate the text
as a whole it is an essential tool for anyone looking for an accurate comprehensive

understanding of the book of mormon

bednarowski is especially good at elucidating the theological daring of these new
american religions she demonstrates in a very few pages how theology and group
adherence made the individual count a configuration simultaneously american un
american and important jon butler the cultural confrontation with these new religions is
very real and usually very misinformed bednarowski has gone to great lengths to
dispel the ignorance the christian century a groundbreaking study syzygy journal of
alternative religion and culture organized as a series of theological conversations

about ultimate questions this book offers a guide to the answers these six religions
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offer drawing heavily on sources from the movements themselves it presents a

balanced comparative account of the emerging theological systems of america s new

religions
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