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warfare is the most dangerous threat faced by modern humanity it is also one of the key
influences that has shaped the politics economics and society of the modern period but what do
we mean by modern war what causes modern wars to begin why do people fight in them why
do they end and what have they achieved in this accessible and compelling very short
introduction richard english explores the assumptions we make about modern warfare and
considers them against the backdrop of their historical reality drawing on the wide literature
available including direct accounts of the experience of war english provides an authoritative
account of modern war its origins evolution dynamics and current trends about the series the
very short introductions series from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in almost
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every subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make
interesting  and  challenging  topics  highly  readable

learning the lessons of modern war uses the study of the recent past to illuminate the future
more specifically it examines the lessons of recent wars as a way of understanding continuity and
change in the character and conduct of war the volume brings together contributions from a
group of well known scholars and practitioners from across the world to examine the conduct of
recent wars in iraq afghanistan the middle east south america and asia the book s first section
consists of chapters that explore the value of a contemporary approach to history and reflect on
the value of learning lessons from the past its second section focuses on the wars in iraq and
afghanistan chapters on iraq discuss the lessons of the iraq war the british perspective on the
conflict and the war as seen through the lens of saddam hussein s military chapters on
afghanistan discuss counterinsurgency operations during the war britain s experience in
afghanistan raising and training afghan forces and u s interagency performance the book s third
section examines the lessons of wars involving russia israel sri lanka the philippines georgia and
colombia it concludes by exploring overarching themes associated with the conduct of recent wars
containing a foreword by former national security advisor lieutenant general h r mcmaster learning
the lessons of modern war is an indispensable resource for international relations and security
studies  scholars  policymakers  and  military  professionals

how has war shaped modern society and vice versa how has it changed between the introduction
of firearms and the invention of the atom bomb how is war waged today the oxford history of
modern war examines the techniques technology and theory of war from the military revolution of
the seventeenth century to the present day with fascinating thematic chapters covering air and
sea warfare combat experience women and war and even opposition to war the expert
contributors explore major developments and themes including the growth of modern military
professionalism and mass armies the extraordinary achievements of napoleon s armies the role of
nationalism in battlegrounds as various as the american civil war and the former yugoslavia
colonial wars the concept and reality of total war and guerrilla warfare this new and updated
edition with new chapters on people s war and technology and war brings the story into the
twenty first century addressing the dilemmas faced by military strategists in confronting
international  terrorism  and  in  the  wake  of  the  invasion  of  iraq

this book first published in 1977 presents a comprehensive survey of the upheavals experienced in
warfare from 1793 to the end of the twentieth century from the napoleonic wars to the advent of
total war guerrilla and nuclear warfare it discusses in detail the main aspects of warfare battles
weapons  and  people
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the illusion of victory demonstrates that most of the rewards of victory in modern warfare are
either exaggerated or false when the ostensible benefits of victory are examined a generation
after a war it becomes inescapably evident that the defeated belligerent rarely conforms to the
demands and expectations of the victor consequently long term political and military stability is
denied to both the victorious power and to the defeated one as a result neither victory nor
defeat deter further outbreaks of war this sobering reality is increasingly the case in the twentieth
and twenty first centuries ian bickerton persuasively argues that as the rhetoric of victory
becomes  more  hollow  all  countries  must  adopt  creative  new  approaches  to  resolving  disputes

guibert was france s foremost military theorist in the eighteenth century he wrote two great
treatises but the second is often ignored in favor of the first the general essay on tactics that
second treatise the defense of the system of modern war is presented here for the first time in
english with extensive annotations by the translator in it guibert explores the beginnings of
operational  level  warfare  laying  the  groundwork  for  napoleon  and  his  successors

how has war shaped modern society and vice versa how has it changed between the introduction
of firearms and the invention of the atom bomb how is war waged today the oxford history of
modern war examines the techniques technology and theory of war from the military revolution of
the seventeenth century to the present day with fascinating thematic chapters covering air and
sea warfare combat experience women and war and even opposition to war the expert
contributors explore major developments and themes including the growth of modern military
professionalism and mass armies the extraordinary achievements of napoleon s armies the role of
nationalism in battlegrounds as various as the american civil war and the former yugoslavia
colonial wars the concept and reality of total war and guerrilla warfare this new and updated
edition with new chapters on people s war and technology and war brings the story into the
twenty first century addressing the dilemmas faced by military strategists in confronting
international  terrorism  and  in  the  wake  of  the  invasion  of  iraq

as american and coalition troops fight the first battles of this new century from afghanistan to
yemen to the philippines to iraq they do so in ways never before seen until recently information
war was but one piece of a puzzle more than a sideshow in war but far less than the sum total
of the game today however we find information war revolutionizing combat from top to bottom
gone are the advantages of fortified positions nothing is impregnable any longer gone is the
reason to create an overwhelming mass of troops now troop concentrations merely present easier
targets instead stealth swarming and zapping precision strikes on individuals or equipment are the
order of the day based on superior information and lightning fast decision making in many ways
modern warfare is information warfare bruce berkowitz s explanation of how information war
revolutionized combat and what it means for our soldiers could not be better timed as western
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forces wage war against terrorists and their supporters in actions large and small on several
continents the new face of war explains how they fight and how they will win or lose there are
four key dynamics to the new warfare asymmetric threats in which even the strongest armies
may suffer from at least one achilles heel information technology competition in which advantages
in computers and communications are crucial the race of decision cycles in which the first
opponent to process and react to information effectively is almost certain to win and network
organization in which fluid arrays of combat forces can spontaneously organize in multiple ways
to fight any given opponent at any time america s use of networked elite ground forces in
combination with precision guided bombing from manned and unmanned flyers turned afghanistan
from a soviet graveyard into a lopsided field of american victory yet we are not invulnerable and
the  same  technology  that  we  used  in  kuwait  in  1 9 9 1  is  now  available  to  anyone  with  a  credit
card and access to the internet al qaeda is adept in the new model of war and has searched
long and hard for weaknesses in our defenses will we be able to stay ahead of its thinking in
iraq saddam s army is in no position to defeat its enemies but could it defend baghdad as the
world anxiously considers these and other questions of modern war bruce berkowitz offers many
answers and a framework for understanding combat that will never again resemble the days of
massive marches on fortress like positions the new face of war is a crucial guidebook for reading
the  headlines  from  across  our  troubled  planet

scholars have struggled to establish a definition of contemporary warfare that recognizes the
unique character of conflict since the end of the cold war whether such battles have been fought
in the former yugoslavia iraq or afghanistan asymmetrical warfare fourth generation war and new
war are the best terms we have to describe them conceptualizing war accurately and effectively
is essential for along with trying to define the these conflicts successfully and in order nature of
modern warfare western military establishments led by the pentagon must fight to do so they
need to fully comprehend events on the ground network centric warfare ncw and effects based
operations ebo are two prominent examples of working useful theories yet both fail to capture
the complete dynamics of modern military realities the contributors to this volume highlight the
inability of current models to create winning strategies hew strachan oxford university david
kilcullen caerus associates steven metz united states army war college helen dexter the university
of manchester and ian beckett university of northampton among other scholars examine existing
concepts and forge new paths in thinking and research their work forces readers to reengage
with recent battles they think they know well and reconsider the development and waging of war
itself

this book explores the issue of civilian devastation in modern warfare focusing on the complex
processes that effectively establish civilians identity in times of war underpinning the physicality of
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war s tumult are structural forces that create landscapes of civilian vulnerability such forces
operate in four sectors of modern warfare nationalistic ideology state sponsored militaries global
media and international institutions each sector promotes its own constructions of civilian identity
in relation to militant combatants constructions that prove lethal to the civilian noncombatant who
lacks political power and decision making capacity with regards to their own survival civilians and
modern warprovides a critical overview of the plight of civilians in war examining the political and
normative underpinnings of the decisions actions policies and practices of major sectors of war
the contributors seek to undermine the tunnelling effect of the militaristic framework regarding the
experiences of noncombatants this book will be of much interest to students of war and conflict
studies  ethics  conflict  resolution  and  ir  security  studies

the riveting close up account of a 1993 firefight in mogadishu somalia black hawk down is one of
the most vivid and thorough reports of modern combat ever written

fascinating precisely written indeed brilliant military power is among the most important books
ever  published  on  modern  warfare

beyond vom kriege furthers carl von clausewitz s theory of war by offering a first hand account
of global conflicts and strategies that influenced american national security strategy across six
presidential administrations a foreword by ltg h r mcmaster begins this valuable collection of
military  strategy

a challenge to common assumptions about the future of land warfare ground combat reveals the
gritty details of land warfare at the tactical level and challenges today s overly subjective and
often inaccurate approaches to characterizing war ben connable s motivation for writing the book
is to offer an evidence based approach to examining the future of war connable created and
analyzed an original dataset of more than four hundred global ground combat cases showing that
there was an evolutionary rather than revolutionary shift in the characteristics of ground combat
from  world  war  ii  through  the  early  2 0 2 0s  despite  advances  in  military  technology  tanks  artillery
and infantry remain central to how war is waged on land this book asks readers to stop and
think about the implications of these findings for force planning and future predictions about
military technical revolutions this book sets an essential evidentiary baseline for military officers
policymakers  and  scholars  who  think  about  the  future  of  modern  war
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