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abdullah amal kharisha barghouthi rita giacaman may mistakmel nassar amal wahdan sahar khalifeh translation by nagla el bassiouni

intifada year four notes on the women s movement rita giacaman and penny johnson palestinian women s activism after oslo amal

kawar the declaration of principles on palestinian women s rights an analysis suha sabbagh

the palestinian author an anthropologist based this book upon her field work under palestinian women in galilee israel in which the

palestinian israeli conflict is vividly alive the content of this book corresponds roughly to five interrelated fields of meaning and power

in which reproduction is caught up and constructed nation economy difference body and gender

this work provides a case study of the deleterious effects of patriarchy among palestinians living in rural villages and refugee camps of

the west bank its negative consequences for men as well as women for democratization and for progress toward the creation of a more
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just society

fourteen women of diverse background offer an intimate look at life in the occupied territories and arab society having begun her

interviews in 1984 before the intifada najjar returned five years later to update the lives of the women and to gain additional

perspective annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

this book explores palestinian women s views of popular resistance in the west bank and examines factors shaping the nature and

extent of their involvement despite the signing of the oslo peace accords in 1993 and 1995 the occupied palestinian territories in the

contemporary period have experienced tightened israeli  occupational  control  and worsening political  humanitarian security  and

economic conditions based on ethnographic fieldwork conducted with women in the west bank this book looks at how palestinian

women in the post oslo period perceive negotiate and enact resistance it demonstrates that far from being apathetic as some observers

have charged palestinian women remain deeply committed to the goals of national liberation and wish to contribute to an effective

popular resistance movement yet many palestinian women feel alienated from prevailing forms of collective popular resistance in the

opt due to the low levels of legitimacy they accord them this alienation has been made stark by the gendered and intersecting impacts

of expanding settler colonialism tightening spatial control a professionalised and depoliticised civil society reinforced patriarchal

constraints israeli and palestinian authority pa repression and violence and a deteriorating economy all of which have raised the
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barriers palestinian women face to active participation undertaking a gendered analysis of conflict and resistance this volume highlights

significant changes over the course of a long running resistance movement readers interested in gender and women s studies the arab

israel conflict and middle east politics will find the study beneficial

jad traces the transformation of the palestinian women s movement from the 1930s to the post oslo period and through the second

intifada to examine the often fraught relationship between women and nationalism in palestine offering one of the first intensive studies

of islamist women s activism jad also explores the impact of emerging feminist ngos in depoliticizing the secular palestinian women s

movement  studying  these  two developments  together  illuminates  the  nature  of  women s  engagement  in  the  palestinian  space

challenging myths of gender roles immutability under islam and the supposed modernizing benefits of western style activism

the intifada has profoundly affected the lives of palestinian women the writings in this lively collection examine the changes it has

brought to women and girls of all ages and backgrounds in the west bank and gaza the stories reveal how women are responding to the

growing conflict between the demands of tradition and honour on the one hand and the economic and political realities of life under

occupation on the other terry atwan s story is of just such a fight against the barriers of tradition and oppression by the occupiers yusra

berberi born in 1923 in gaza gives a personal account of women s political participation over the many years of conflict rita giacaman

writes of the effects on women s health of discrimination against girls while amni rimawi describes her role as vice president of a trade
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union a short story by hannan ashrawi of bir zeit university and a leading figure in the peace process follows 18 year old iman

jardallah s moving account of life under siege and rana salibi s testimony of women s roles in the popular committees ebba augustin s

introductions weave the writings together into a vivid picture of contemporary palestinian life what emerges throughout the book is the

intensity of the pressure on palestinian society for many people a way of coping with this has been to advocate a return to tradition

what najah manasra calls going back to the roots the victims of this trend are palestinian women and what is in danger now is not just

the future position of women but the very ability without women s active involvement to sustain the intifada itself

suheir abu oksa daoud examines the various factors that have created this culture of political oppression she relies on both feminist

theory and theories of colonial domination as well as conclusions drawn from personal interviews with female activists utilizing arabic

english and hebrew sources she also makes careful distinctions between the lives and experiences of christian muslim bedouin and

druze women

key recommendations note on methodology background the political  and legal status of the occupied palestinian territories the

palestinian criminal justice system the palestinian police the attorney general and public prosecutors the palestinian judiciary applicable

laws the status of palestinian women the palestinian women s rights movement social and legal obstacles to reporting violence and

seeking redress spousal abuse child abuse sexual abuse rape incest murder of women under the guise of honor failings in institutional
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responses to violence against women and girls the role of the police the role of medical professionals the absence of medical guidelines

and breaches of confidentiality forensic doctors and forced virginity testing the informal justice system the role of governors in the

informal justice system inaccessible shelters for victims of violence the nablus shelter the bethlehem home for girls obligations under

international human rights law the right to non discrimination and equality before the law state responsibility for abuses by third parties

conclusion recommendations to the palestinian authority to president mahmoud abbas to the palestinian legislative council to the

attorney general to the ministry of interior to the ministry of social affairs to the ministry of health to the government of israel to the

international donor community acknowledgements

army of roses when yasser arafat in january 2002 called on palestinian women his army of roses to join in the struggle against israeli

occupation even he was surprised by their swift and devastating response later that same day wafa idris would become the first female

suicide bomber of the intifada tragically she wasn t the last in army of roses pulitzer prize nominated author barbara victor profiles

wafa idris and the other young women who have followed her violent lead toward a martyr s paradise paved with personal desperation

and deadly political maneuvering in this astonishing exposé of the political and cultural forces now pressing palestinian women into

martyrdom investigative journalist  victor identifies what she calls a new level of cynicism that has destroyed normal everyday

existence in the middle east along with the possibility for lasting peace tracing the roots of the women s resistance movement back to

so called personal initiative attacks and a brief period of empowerment in the 1980s before religious leaders clamped down victor
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shows how the current generation of palestinian women has been courted and cajoled into committing these self destructive and

murderous acts by presenting the intimate personal histories of the first  five female bombers who have succeeded in blowing

themselves up as well as the troubling stories of some of those who ve tried and failed the author reveals not only the crushing poverty

and religious zealotry that one might suspect as motivating factors in their fall but also a startling emotional component to their death

wishes their broken dreams and blighted inner lives victor shows without dismissing or diminishing the horror of their actions how far

a person can be pushed when she is convinced she has nothing to lose barbara victor has covered the middle east for cbs television and

u s news and world report she was a contributing editor to elle usa femme magazine madame figaro and elle france and is the author of

a voice of reason a biography of palestinian spokeswoman hanan ashrawi that was nominated for a pulitzer prize getting away with

murder which called for a change in laws concerning domestic violence and the lady a biography of burmese nobel peace prize

laureate aung san suu kyi a frequent lecturer on women s issues as well as on the middle east victor divides her time between new york

and paris

groundbreaking essays by palestinian women scholars on the lives of palestinians within the state of israel most media coverage and

research on the experience of palestinians focuses on those living in the west bank or the gaza strip while the sizable number of

palestinians living within israel rarely garners significant academic or media attention offering a rich and multidimensional portrait of

the lived realities of palestinians within the state of israel displaced at home gathers a group of palestinian women scholars who present
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unflinching critiques of the complexities and challenges inherent in the lives of this understudied but important minority within israel

the essays here engage topics ranging from internal refugees and historical memory to women s sexuality and the resistant possibilities

of hip hop culture among young palestinians unique in the collection is sustained attention to gender concerns which have tended to be

subordinated to questions of nationalism statehood and citizenship the first collection of its kind in english displaced at home presents

on the ground examples of the changing political social and economic conditions of palestinians in israel and examines how global

national and local concerns intersect and shape their daily lives the volume is distinctive in bringing together the historical and the

contemporary the dramatic and the mundane in their combination of empirical innovation and theoretical sophistication these chapters

and the volume as a whole make an important contribution to the academic scholarship of and about the palestinians review of middle

east studies by intertwining the themes of ethnicity and gender displaced at home breaks new ground presenting a counter narrative to

studies that posit the palestinian citizens of israel only as manipulated and victimised as well as to palestinian nationalist histories

which present society as monolithic the fact that all twelve contributors are palestinian women citizens of israel gives their research an

immediacy and authenticity that make the book engrossing as well as highly informative jordan times informative insightful and

thought provoking mary n layoun author of wedded to the land gender boundaries and nationalism in crisis this groundbreaking book

helps to fill a huge gap in research on palestinians in israel amal amireh author of the factory girl and the seamstress imagining gender

and class in nineteenth century american fiction
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three months after the intifada began with no recourse to law or redress in the face of the arrests the beatings the torture and the

shootings by the israeli military palestinian women took to the streets holding more than one hundred marches a week led by the

women s committees that were formed in the late 1970s they have since gone on to create an entire social and economic infrastructure

to end palestinian reliance on israel in their march toward equality they are enforcing strike days and boycotts of israeli products

providing underground health care building agricultural  cooperatives and small  scale industries opening alternative schools and

smuggling food to communities under curfew the extent to which the massive transformation in the lives of palestinian women will

endure once independence is achieved remains a question

the gaza strip and west bank palestinian territories are currently under the authority of two different palestinian governments gaza has

hamas and the west bank is under the jurisdiction of palestinian authority pa president mahmoud abbas head of the mainstream fatah

party palestinian internecine political conflict and ongoing problems in the peace process with israel prevent any focus by either hamas

or fatah on the internal legal regime at some point the situation may stabilize and palestine may be able to consider extensive legal

reform including women s rights in a prior article hamas constitutionalism and palestinian women 50 how l j 479 513 2007 we

explored what might happen if the government is islamist in nature women s rights are likely to become more based on traditionalist

islamic shari a principles this article speculates on the future of palestinian women s rights if the government one day decides to take a

more secular direction in that case we recommend that palestinians explore the approach adopted by tunisia along with turkey tunisia



Birthing The Nation Strategies Of Palestinian Women In Israel

10 Birthing The Nation Strategies Of Palestinian Women In Israel

has taken the most secularized approach to women s rights in the muslim world additionally many palestinians are somewhat familiar

with the tunisian experience since the plo was based there from 1982 to 1994 just prior to moving to the west bank and gaza to start

the pa palestinians have also been considered one of the more secular groups in the middle east and might be amenable to secular

approaches in the future part ii of this article provides some background on the palestinian legal system with respect to women s rights

part iii first provides an overview of the tunisian legal system with respect to women s rights it then compares the tunisian legal system

on selected women s rights issues to the palestinian system with suggestions to future palestinian policymakers

though they are almost completely absent from the historical record palestinian women were extensively involved in the unfolding

national struggle in their country during the british mandate period led primarily by urban educated women from the middle and upper

classes of arab society palestinian women struggled against british colonialism and against jewish settlement by holding a national

congress meeting with government officials smuggling arms demonstrating and participating in regional and international conferences

this book is the first comprehensive historical study of the emergence and development of the palestinian women s movement in this

important historical period drawing from little studied source material including oral histories newspapers memoirs and government

documents ellen fleischmann not only shows what these women accomplished within the political arena but also explores the social

cultural and economic contexts within which they operated charting the emergence of an indigenous feminism in palestine this work

joins efforts to broaden european and american definitions of feminism by incorporating non western perspectives
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these fascinating and diverse stories reflect the everyday concerns of palestinians living under occupation writers who were children

during the first intifada appear alongside those who remember the outbreak of the lebanese civil war they offer compassionate often

critical insight into their society in times of hardship and turmoil drawing upon the warmth of human relations and the hope that better

times will come qissat is a rare showcase of palestinian women writers across generations and places including gaza ramallah the

united states and the gulf raw and honest lyrical and beautifully written sunday times layered haunting sensuously rich the times in turn

lyrical sensuous comic and ironic it is the quality of subtle evocative writing here that makes qissat remarkable independent
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