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are human rights universal or the product of specific cultures the contributors to this volume address this
and many other questions as they examine through a bottom up approach the interaction of human rights
and religion in practice and the challenges they pose for national and international policymakers

the sanusiya was one of the most influential islamic movements in north africa and the sahara in the
nineteenth century it organised the beduin of the desert and desert fringes into a sufi movement that
combined religious piety with trade later  it  played a  key role  in the resistance to french and italian
colonialism the basis of the movement was laid by the maghrebi scholar muhammad b ali al sanusi 1787
1859 who saw his task as being to advance the growth and spread of islamic learning in particular the study
of law and the prophetic tradition

the relationship between secularism democracy religion and gender equality has been a complex one across
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western democracies and still remains contested when we turn to muslim countries the situation is even
more multifaceted in the views of many western commentators the question of women rights is the litmus
test for muslim societies in the age of democracy and liberalism especially since the arab awakening the
issue is usually framed as the opposition between liberal advocates of secular democracy and religious
opponents of women s full equality islam gender and democracy in comparative perspective critically re
engages this too simple binary opposition by reframing the debate around islam and women s rights within
a broader comparative literature bringing together leading scholars from a range of disciplines it examines
the complex and contingent historical relationships between religion secularism democracy law and gender
equality part one addresses the nexus of religion law gender and democracy through different disciplinary
perspectives sociology anthropology political science law part two localizes the implementation of this
nexus between law gender and democracy and provides contextualized responses to questions raised in part
one the contributors explore the situation of muslim women s rights in minority conditions to shed light
on the gender politics in the modernization of the nation and to ponder on the role of islam in gender
inequality across different muslim countries

diplomatic relations between the united states and libya have rarely followed a smooth path washington has
repeatedly tried and failed to mediate lasting solutions to prevent recurrent crises and to secure its own
national interests in a region of increasing importance to the united states libya and the united states two
centuries of strife provides a unique and up to date analysis of u s libyan relations assessing within the
framework of conventional historical narrative the interaction of the governments and peoples of libya and
the united states over the past two centuries drawing on a wide range of new and unfamiliar material
ronald bruce st john an expert with over thirty years of experience in international relations charts the
instances of  ignorance misunderstanding treachery and suffering on both sides  that  have shaped and
limited  commercial  and  diplomatic  intercourse  st  john  argues  that  cold  war  strategies  resulted  in  a
paradoxical and ambiguous u s policy toward libya during the idris regime of the 1960s strategies that
contributed to the bankruptcy of that monarchy following the libyan revolution the u s wrongly believed
qaddafi would become an ally in support of u s policy to keep soviet influence and communism out of the
region his failure to do so marked the beginning of an era of political tension and mutual distrust libya and
the  united  states  two  centuries  of  strife  documents  how  long  standing  policy  differences  over  the
palestinian issue and such terrorist acts as the destruction of the u s embassy in tripoli and the pan am
explosion over lockerbie in 1988 resulted in a sharp deterioration of relations st john contends that the
ensuing  demonization  of  libya  and  the  u  s  policy  of  confrontation  which  has  spanned  successive
administrations in washington have ironically often not served american interests in the region but rather
have facilitated qaddafi s survival

islam encourages business and financial transactions as a way of securing the basic needs for all human
beings but these need to be conducted in accordance with the principles contained in the qur ān and sunnah
however these legal concepts are not classified subject wise and the verses on commercial law like all other
topics are scattered throughout the qur ān making it difficult for readers to gain a full understanding of the
topic this therefore is the first comprehensive book to demystify islamic contract law and specifically
islamic financial contracts and to examine its roots and history the book is written in a clear style to allow
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for a greater understanding of the more challenging and misunderstood areas pertaining to islamic business
and financial contracts it also contributes a series of chapters which address the market niche and need
concerning shariah compliance for islamic financial products and services the book is divided into 16
chapters in order to provide a holistic and thorough overview of islamic law of contract it covers the
objections and misconceptions surrounding islamic business and financial contracts it also includes the key
features and guiding principles of islamic law of contract and offers technical know how illustrating the
concept of formation of a contract as well as the essential elements of a valid contract the authors also offer
a discussion on the system of options under islamic business and financial contracts and potential solutions
to breach of contracts the book will serve as a handy reference for scholars and students of islamic business
and finance and islamic commercial law and will also be beneficial for practitioners as well as legal and
judicial officers it will open new doors for further research in the field of islamic financial contracts

this book explores matters that have negatively affected the public image and led to distorted depictions of
islam from the late nineteenth century to the present the areas of uneasiness and debate among muslims
and non muslims alike include islamic values and identity in the post caliphate era after colonialism and
now under western hegemony there is anxiety about the place of shari a in the light of western law and the
state secularism democracy human rights the equality of women and the place of islamic education in
transmitting islamic values as  secular  education dominates  societies  there are apprehensions over the
relation between religion and politics as in the rise of muslim brotherhoods wahhabism islamism al qaeda
and islamic state in non muslim countries concerns are about the status of muslim marriage polygamy
divorce and interest in business every topic is examined through the noble qur an and the hadith classical
writings and linguistic analysis

the christian presence in jerusalem has always been diverse and cosmopolitan encompassing numerous
churches representative of ecclesiastical traditions older than many nation states and ethnic groups indeed
the city s various christian communities are administered by three patriarchs five catholic patriarchal vicars
four  archbishops  and  two  protestant  bishops  from  the  end  of  the  crusader  period  onwards  these
communities have come under the rule of numerous political entities from the ottoman empire through to
the british mandatory administration and the modern states of jordan and israel the complex interaction of
religion and politics and the involvement of christians in politics has been a constant theme in the religious
culture of jerusalem the essays collected here provide a comprehensive historical religious and political
survey of the christian communities of modern jerusalem individual essays deal with topics ranging from
church state relations to women missionaries and various expressions of eastern and western christian
presence and taken as a whole offer a fascinating overview of christianity in the holy land at the beginning
of a new century

the british army s campaigns in egypt and the sudan from 1882 to 1899 were among the most dramatic and
hard fought in british military history in 1882 the british sent an expeditionary force to egypt to quell the
arabic revolt and secure british control of the suez canal its lifeline to india the enigmatic british major
general charles g gordon was sent to the sudan in 1884 to study the possibility of evacuating egyptian
garrisons threatened by muslim fanatics the dervishes in the sudan while the dervishes defeated the british
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forces on a number of occasions the british eventually learned to combat the insurrection and ultimately
largely through superior technology and firepower vanquished the insurgents in 1898 british operations in
egypt and the sudan a selected bibliography enumerates and generally describes and annotates hundreds of
contemporary current and hard to find books journal articles government documents and personal papers
on  all  aspects  of  british  military  operations  in  egypt  and  the  sudan  from  1882  to  1899  arranged
chronologically and topically chapters cover the various campaigns focusing on specific battles leading
military personalities and the contributions of imperial nations as well as supporting services of the british
army this definitive volume is an indispensable reference for researching imperialism colonial history and
british military operations leadership and tactics
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