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the history and development of english from the earliest known writings to its status today as a

dominant world language is a subject of major importance to linguists and historians in this book a

team of international experts cover the entire recorded history of the english language outlining its

development over fifteen centuries with an emphasis on more recent periods every key stage in the

history of the language is covered with full accounts of standardisation names the distribution of

english in britain and north america and its global spread new historical surveys of the crucial

aspects of the language are presented and historical changes that have affected english are treated as

a continuing process helping to explain the shape of the language today this complete and up to date

history of english will  be indispensable to all  advanced students scholars and teachers in this

prominent field

the english language a historical introduction covers the history of the english language from its

prehistoric indo european origins to the present day assuming no previous knowledge of the subject
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charles barber describes the nature of language and language change and presents a history of the

english language at different periods dealing with key topics such as grammar pronunciation and

semantics where necessary he introduces and explains the main theoretical and technical concepts of

historical linguistics there are also chapters on english in the scientific age english as a world

language and the future of the language charles barber uses dozens of familiar texts including the

english of king alfred chaucer shakespeare and addison to illustrate the state of the english language

through time in a range of contexts this is a fascinating book for anyone with an interest in language

comprehensive and balanced this classic exploration of the history of the english language combines

internal linguistic history and external cultural history from the middle ages to the present emphasis

is on the political social and cultural forces that affect language reflects the latest trends and

statistics of the last ten years in a revised and updated chapter 1 english present and future provides

a new section on gender issues and linguistic change in chapter 10 includes a thorough revision of

chapter  11  the  english  language  in  america  including  updated  material  on  african  american

vernacular english discusses black english and varieties of english in africa and asia as well as

varieties in the united states australia and canada includes a map of american dialects provides

examples of twentieth century vocabulary for multilingual readers or anyone who wishes to develop a

well rounded understanding of present day english

this is the definitive survey of the english language in all its forms crystal writes accessibly about the

structure of the language the uses of english throughout the world and finally he gives a brief history

of english the book has been fully revised and there is a fascinating new chapter on the effect of

technology on the english language illuminating guided tour of our common treasure by one of its

most lucid and sensible professionals the times a splendid blend of erudition and entertainment thes

the english language is like a fleet of juggernaut trucks that goes on regardless in this fascinating

book robert burchfield editor of the four volume supplement to the oxford english dictionary expertly

stresses both the resilience and flexibility of the english language tracing its history from the 5th

century ad to the present day from the days of runes to the origins of printing through social

religious political and industrial change in the eighteenth century through the rise of the british

empire and the development of world english and into the twentieth century the english language

has undergone sweeping changes the best brief survey i have read on the development of english

anthony burgess an expert absorbing guide to the english speaking world s biggest asset sunday

times it can be recommended without reservation to all who are sensitive to the subtlety richness

and power of the language they speak british book news so skilfully written that it must surely take

a place among the best three or four books ever written about our language birmingham post

unlike other histories of the english language this introduction cuts away traditional divisions into old

middle and modern english to chart the rise of and changes in standard english it covers the english

and historical background changes in phonology vocabulary and syntax and offers close analyses of

individual texts of english from a wide range of periods the final chapter focuses on the place of

english as a world language and the growing array of the varieties of english spoken today a useful
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appendix gives definitions of technical terms and phonetic symbols

born as a germanic tongue with the arrival in britain of the anglo saxons in the early medieval

period heavily influenced by norman french from the 11th century and finally emerging as modern

english from the late middle ages the english language has grown to become the linguistic equivalent

of a superpower and is now sometimes described as the world s lingua franca worldwide some 380

million people speak english as a first language and some 600 million as a second language a

staggering one billion people are believed to be learning it english is the premier international

language in communications science business aviation entertainment and diplomacy and also on the

internet it has been one of the official languages of the united nations since its founding in 1945 it is

considered by many good judges to be well on the way to becoming the world s first universal

language author philip gooden tells the story of the english language in all its richness and variety

from the intriguing origins and changing definitions of common words such as ok beserk curfew

cabal and pow wow to the massive transformations wrought in the vocabulary and structure of the

language by anglo saxon and norman conquest through to the literary triumphs of beowulf the

canterbury tales and the works of shakespeare the story of english is a fascinating tale of linguistic

social and cultural transformation and one that is accessibly and authoritatively told by an author in

perfect command of his material

the english language is now accepted as the global lingua franca of the modern age spoken or

written in by over a quarter of the human race but how did it evolve how did a language spoken

originally by a few thousand anglo saxons become one used by more than 1 500 million what

developments can be seen as we move from beowulf to chaucer to shakespeare to dickens and the

present day groundbreaking history of the language by david crystal the world renowned writer and

commentator on english many books have been written about english but they have all focused on a

single variety the educated printed language called standard english david crystal turns the history of

english on its head and instead provides a startlingly original view of where the richness creativity

and diversity of the language truly lies in the accents and dialects of nonstandard english users all

over the world whatever their regional social or ethnic background each group has a story worth

telling whether it is in scotland or somerset south africa or singapore dialect around the world as

well as in literary classics from the canterbury tales to the lord of the rings for the first time regional

speech  and  writing  is  placed  centre  stage  giving  a  sense  of  the  social  realities  behind  the

development of english this significant shift in perspective enables the reader to understand for the

first time the importance of everyday previously marginalized voices in our language and provides an

argument too for the way english should be taught in the future

reprint of the original first published in 1881

the history of english an introduction provides a chronological analysis of the linguistic social and

cultural development of the english language from before its establishment in britain around the year

450 to the present each chapter represents a new stage in the development of the language from old

english through middle english to modern global english all illustrated with a rich and diverse
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selection  of  primary  texts  showing  changes  in  language  resulting  from contact  conquest  and

domination and the expansion of english around the world the history of english goes beyond the

usual focus on english in the uk and the usa to include the wider global course of the language

during and following the early modern english period this perspective therefore also includes a

historical review of english in its pidgin and creole varieties and as a native and or second language

in the caribbean africa asia and australasia this new edition of the history of english has been

thoroughly revised and updated throughout and features chapter introductions and conclusions to

assist  in  orientation over  90 textual  examples  demonstrating linguistic  change accompanied as

necessary  by  translations  and  or  glosses  study  questions  on  the  social  cultural  and  linguistic

background of the periods and topics as well as recommendations for further reading and topics for

further study over 100 figures tables and maps to support and illuminate the text 18 pages of colour

plates depicting exemplary texts relevant artifacts and examples of language usage including germanic

runes the opening page of beowulf the new england primer and the treaty of waitangi a brand new

companion website hosting further articles on linguistic historical and cultural phenomena which go

beyond the scope of the book additional sample texts exercises and audio clips the history of english

is essential reading for any student of the english language and will be of relevance to any course

addressing the origins of the english language

what is a history of the english language to a native speaker the answer to this question might seem

obvious the story from beginning to end of the language that we use every day but a history of the

english language raises the prickly question of what one means by english who speaks true english

and are these speakers british american scottish or australian or something else entirely is the history

of english the history of a written language or must such an inquiry contend with the divergent

dialects and accents of english speakers around the world in a history of the english language n f

blake abandons the traditional framework that divides history into three major periods old english

middle english and modern english arguing that these periods were originally chosen because of their

political as opposed to linguistic significance dating the emergence of the ideal of a unified english

language to the reign of king alfred blake illustrates the way in which since its origin the concept of

english has been largely a political and educational one detailing the influence that many parent

languages west saxon latin and french to name a few had on the emerging tongue blake brings

insight into the dynamic role that other languages continue to play in shaping english

summary english is spoken or written today by a third of the world s population an unprecedented

achievement for a language how has this situation come about and what happens to a language

when it is used by so many in this illustrated history david crystal charts the development of the

language from the earliest runic inscriptions in old english through the emergence of a standard

variety of english between 1400 and 1800 to the most modern forms of the language in concrete and

text poetry in telling the story he draws on examples from english in its various guises and uses from

our everyday english to english in the workplace and english used as a medium of playful and

literary expression the regional and international varieties of english are also considered this book

shows us where language is now where it has been and perhaps most important of all where it is

heading for the new varieties of the language appearing in world literature and on the internet show
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that this is a story which is by no means over

beginning with the early english colonisation of ireland and virginia the international range of

contributors in archaeology of the british examine the interplay of objects and identity in scotland

and  wales  regional  england  canada  australia  south  africa  cyprus  and  sri  lanka  informed  by

developments in historical archaeology and by postcolonial scholarship the case studies in this volume

look at the colonists themselves the evidence draws upon includes vernacular architecture landscapes

and objects of everyday life archaeologies of the british makes it clear that britishness has never been

a fixed entity and that material culture can challenge historical and contemporary understandings of

britishness
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