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laundry to toothache from cats to cleaning windows his love of language his lyrical observations of the world and above all his humanism

presents a systematic and critical account of capek s fiction and plays focusing on primarily his philosophical ideas and secondarily with the artistic structure devices and

innovations he employs

playful and provocative irreverent and inspiring capek is perhaps the best loved czech writer of all time novelist and playwright famed for inventing the word robot in his

play rur capek was a vital part of the burgeoning artistic scene of czechoslovakia of the 1920s and 30s but it is in his journalism his brief sparky and delightful columns

that capek can be found at his most succinct direct and appealing this selection of capek s writing translated into english for the first time contains his essential ideas

the pieces are animated by his passion for the ordinary and the everyday from laundry to toothache from cats to cleaning windows his love of language his lyrical

observations of the world and above all his humanism his belief in people his letters to his wife olga also published here are extraordinarily moving and beautifully

distinct from his other writings uplifting enjoyable and endlessly wise believe in people is a collection to treasure

capek s best plays stories and columns take us from the social contributions of clumsy people to dramatic meditations on mortality and commitment the reader includes

a new and at last complete english translation of r u r the play that introduced the literary robot

one of the genuine masterpieces of sci fi r d mullen in this satirical and enduringly relevant work of science fiction the acclaimed czech author karel Čapek offers a

prescient fable of the benefits and dangers of atomic power originally published in 1922 the story is set in a then futuristic czechoslovakia of 1943 in which an inventor

develops the karburator a device with the potential to provide abundant low cost energy but the reactor s exciting possibilities are shadowed by its dangerous side effect

instead of carbon dioxide it emits the absolute a spiritual essence that inspires a powerful religious fervor greed triumphs over ethics as the inventor and his business

partner proceed with mass production of the karburator resulting in simmering religious strife that ignites a world war karel Čapek is best known for popularizing the term
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robot in his play r u r a seminal work of science fiction in which the robots are metaphors for a world dehumanized by social organization and technology he offers

another strikingly foresighted vision in the absolute at large written decades before global warming awareness yet predicting the catastrophic consequences of the

unchecked pursuit of profit by business and industry

karel capek fairy tales is a delightful collection of ten classic children s stories written by karel capek it is beautifully illustrated throughout with striking black and white

images of karel s brother josef capek the narratives of capek fairy tales include a long tale about a cat the dogs tale the birds tale the first bandits tale the water sprites

tale the long police tale and many more karel capek 1890 1938 was a czech writer best known for his science fiction including his novel war with the newts and the play

r u r which introduced the word robot he maintained a close relationship with his brother josef 1887 1945 and the two lived and worked together for most of their adult

life together the capeks produced books and plays on themes as diverse as detective stories full novels philosophy fairy tale collections theatre plays and even a book

on gardening

welcome to the essential novelists book series were we present to you the best works of remarkable authors for this book the literary critic august nemo has chosen the

two most important and meaningful novels of karel capek which are the absolute at large and the war with the newts karel Čapek was a czech writer playwright and

critic he has become best known for his science fiction including his novel war with the newts and play r u r which introduced the word robot he also wrote many

politically charged works dealing with the social turmoil of his time influenced by american pragmatic liberalism he campaigned in favor of free expression and strongly

opposed the rise of both fascism and communism in europe novels selected for this book the absolute at large the war with the newtsthis is one ofmany books in the

series essential novelists if you liked this book look for the other titles in the series we are sure you will like some of the authors

autographed photograph partial envelope czechoslovakia karel capek january 9 1890 december 25 1938 was a czech writer of the 20th century after world war ii capek
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s work was only reluctantly accepted by the communist government of czechoslovakia because during his life he had refused to accept communism as a viable

alternative he was the first in a series of influential non marxist intellectuals who wrote a newspaper essay in a series called why i am not a communist karel capek

introduced and made popular the frequently used international word robot which first appeared in his play r u r rossum s universal robots in 1920 while it is frequently

thought that he was the originator of the word he wrote a short letter in reference to an article in the oxford english dictionary etymology in which he named his brother

painter and writer josef capek as its actual inventor in an article in the czech journal lidové noviny in 1933 he also explained that he had originally wanted to call the

creatures labori from latin labor work however he did not like the word seeing it as too artificial and sought advice from his brother josef who suggested roboti robots in

english

two stage plays translated from the czech both originally published in 1920 r u r is an early science fiction play about the robots created by scientists revolting and

taking over the world the word robot first appeared in this work and was since adopted universally the robber is a romantic comedy drama about a young adventurer

infatuating an elderly professor s daughter and taking over all his possessions the play is set in a small bohemian village provided by publisher

written during and right after world war i this volume pairs two short story collections from karel capek considered one of the greatest czech writers the first collection

wayside crosses presents an agonized and unsuccessful search for god and truth these metaphysical tales are not about finding god as much as they are about

discovering man s limitations his terror and helplessness and understanding the value of the ongoing search the second collection painful tales contains more realistic

stories of characters being forced to make choices in which one good conflicts with another

many of the earliest books particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before are now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive we are republishing these

classic works in affordable high quality modern editions using the original text and artwork
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reevaluates the work of czech writer karel capek 1890 1938 whose novels short stories essays travelogues and other writings appeared in england to appreciative

audiences beginning in the early 1920s cut off from england by the war and blacklisted in czechoslovakia by the nazis and later by the communists capek s writings

became obscure the author discusses the range of his intellectual interests including his examination of the moral and epistemological dimensions of truth his

recommendations for democratic human relations and his appreciation of science and technology as well as his characteristic good sense wit and humor distributed by

isbs annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or
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