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over the past two decades north americans have become increasingly interested in understanding
and reclaiming the rites that mark significant life passages in the absence of meaningful rites of
passage we speed through the dangerous intersections of life and often come to regret missing an
opportunity to contemplate a child s birth mark the arrival of maturity or meditate on the loss of a
loved one providing a highly personal thoroughly informed and cross cultural perspective on rites
of passage for general readers this book illustrates the power of rites to help us navigate life s
troublesome transitions the work of a major scholar who has spent years writing and teaching
about ritual deeply into the bone instigates a conversation in which readers can fruitfully reflect on
their own experiences of passage covering the significant life events of birth initiation marriage
and death chapters include first person stories told by individuals who have undergone rites of
passage accounts of practices from around the world brief histories of selected ritual traditions
and critical reflections probing popular assumptions about ritual the book also explores innovative
rites for other important events such as beginning school same sex commitment ceremonies
abortion serious illness divorce and retirement taking us confidently into the abyss separating the
spiritual from the social scientific the personal from the scholarly and the narrative from the
analytical grimes synthesizes an impressive amount of information to help us find more insightful
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ways of comprehending life s great transitions as we face our increasingly complex society deeply

into the bone will help us reclaim the power of rites and understand their effect on our lives

much ritual studies scholarship still focuses on central religious rites for this reason grimes argues
dominant theories like the data they consider remain stubbornly conservative this book issues a
challenge to these theories and to popular conceptions of ritual rite out of place collects 10 revised
essays originally published in widely varied sources across the past five years grimes has selected
for inclusion those essays that track ritual as it haunts the edges of cultural boundaries ritual
converging with theater ritual on television ritual at the edge of natural environments and so on the
writing is non technical and the implied audience is sufficiently broad than any educated person
interested in religion and public life should find it intelligible and engaging

are the richness and diversity of rituals and celebrations in south asia unique can we speak of a
homo ritualis when it comes to india or hinduism are indians or hindus more involved in rituals
than other people if so what makes them special homo ritualis is the first book to present a hindu
theory of rituals based on extensive textual studies and field work in nepal and india axel michaels
argues that ritual is a distinctive way of acting which as in the theater can be distinguished from
other forms of action the book analyzes ritual in these cultural specific and religious contexts
taking into account how indigenous terms and theories affect and contribute to current ritual
theory it describes and investigates various forms of hindu rituals and festivals such as life cycle
rituals the vedic sacrifice vows processions and the worship of deities puja it also examines
conceptual components of hindu rituals such as framing formality modality and theories of
meaning

ritual studies today figures as a central element of religious discourse for many scholars around the
world ritual theory ritual practice catherine bell s sweeping and seminal work on the subject
helped legitimize the field in this volume bell re examines the issues methods and ramifications of
our interest in ritual by concentrating on anthropology sociology and the history of religions now
with a new foreword by diane jonte pace bell s work is a must read for understanding the
evolution of the field of ritual studies and its current state

mock ritual in the modern era explores the complex interrelations between ritual and mockery
mcginnis and smyth trace the evolution of mock ritual in various forms throughout the modern era
as found in literary historical and anthropological texts as well as encyclopedias newspapers and
films

covers receipts and expenditures of appropriations and other funds

godwired offers an engaging exploration of religious practice in the digital age it considers how
virtual experiences like stories games and rituals are forms of world building or cosmos
construction that serve as a means of making sense of our own world such creative and interactive
activity is arguably patently religious this book examines the nature of sacred space in virtual
contexts technology as a vehicle for sacred texts who we are when we go online what rituals have
in common with games and how they work online what happens to community when people
worship online how religious worlds and virtual worlds nurture similar desires rachel wagner
suggests that whilst our engagement with virtual reality can be viewed as a form of religious
activity today s virtual religion marks a radical departure from traditional religious practice it is
ephemeral transient rapid disposable hyper individualized hybrid and in an ongoing state of flux

readership students and scholars of ritual studies religious studies anthropology

in this third edition peter mclaren engages with some of the latest anthropological thinking and
presents the reader with a powerful manifesto for critical ethnography in the 21st century
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