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this  study provides a thematic  survey of  english foreign policy  in  the 16th century
focusing on the influence of the concept of honour security concerns religious ideology
and commercial  interests  on the  making of  policy  it  draws attention  to  aspects  of
continuity with the late medieval past but argues too that the european reformation
brought new challenges which forced a rethinking of policy

this general survey of europe in the era of renaissance and reformation looks at sixteenth
century europe as a complex but interconnected whole rather than as a mosaic of
separate states the authors explore its different aspects through the various political
structures of the age empires monarchies city republics and how they functioned and
related to one another a strength of the book is the space it devotes to the growing
importance of town life in the sixteenth century and to the economic background of
political change

the sixteenth century witnessed some of the most abrupt and traumatic transformations
ever seen in european society and culture population growth strained the old fabric of
community and economic relations new supplies of precious metals from east and west
re  wrote  the  rules  of  finance  and  commerce  politics  was  dominated  first  by  the
gladiatorial struggle of two great renaissance monarchs then by the bitter and bloody
entanglement of religion and politics society became more disciplined but also more
fragmented yet this was also the age when the renaissance became a european rather
than  just  an  italian  phenomenon  an  age  of  art  architecture  and  literature  of
unprecedented reflection on the thinking person s role in government and civic life it was
the era of the reformation and catholic reform when the ideals and priorities of the life of
faith were examined and reshaped in the light of new readings of scripture for the first
time europeans not only learned more about the world beyond their continent they
reached out  and grasped huge new overseas  empires  six  leading  scholars  in  their
respective fields have here contributed their insights into the challenging and tumultuous
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sixteenth century the economy politics  society and secular  and religious thought all
receive careful thematic treatment and analysis a detailed picture also emerges of how
europeans made and managed their overseas empires the volume challenges tests and
revises the received wisdom of past accounts in the light of the most modern scholarship
the diverse experiences of regions of europe often ignored including the east and the
mediterranean receive particular attention where their destinies were different from the
more better known experiences of france and germany many clichés of textbook history
from the multiple revolutions to the rise of the nation states emerge transformed from
this account

this  volume explores the transformation of  the british isles in the sixteenth century
england was an effectively governed monarchy but its authority was not easily enforced
beyond the more developed south east and midlands and it was exerised indirectly in
wales and ireland while scotlandwas an independent monarchy in europe england was
significant trading partner but its language unknown by the early seventeenth century
the london based english government had extended its effective authority over the north
and wales ireland was subjugated and colonised and the english andscottish crowns
united the established churches of the british isles had broken away from the roman
catholic europe and were now national royal and protestant with the english bible and
shakespeare english had reached the maturity of a potential world language while the
british peoples nowprotestant stood poised on the edge of global expansion

this study comprises the proceedings of a conference held in st andrews in 1999 which
gathered some of the most distinguished historians of the french book it presents the
16th century book in a new context and provides the first comprehensive view of this
absorbing  field  four  major  themes  are  reflected  here  the  relationship  between  the
manuscript tradition and the printed book an exploration of the variety of genres that
emerged in the 16th century and how they were used a look at publishing and book
selling strategies and networks and the ways in which the authorities tried to control
these  and  a  discussion  of  the  way  in  which  confessional  literature  diverged  and
converged the range of specialist  knowledge embedded in this study will  ensure its
appeal to specialists in french history scholars of the book and of 16th century french
literature and historians of religion
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this is a new release of the original 1920 edition

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in the
united states of america and possibly other nations within the united states you may
freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright
on the body of the work scholars believe and we concur that this work is important
enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available to the public to ensure
a quality reading experience this work has been proofread and republished using a
format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy to read
typeface we appreciate your support of the preservation process and thank you for being
an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant

unlike some other reproductions of classic texts 1 we have not used ocr optical character
recognition as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos 2 in books where
there are images such as portraits maps sketches etc we have endeavoured to keep the
quality  of  these  images  so  they  represent  accurately  the  original  artefact  although
occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts we feel they deserve
to be made available for future generations to enjoy

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work was reproduced from the original
artifact and remains as true to the original work as possible therefore you will see the
original copyright references library stamps as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world and other notations in the work this work
is in the public domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within
the united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or
corporate has a copyright on the body of the work as a reproduction of a historical
artifact this work may contain missing or blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc
scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved
reproduced and made generally available to the public we appreciate your support of the
preservation  process  and  thank  you  for  being  an  important  part  of  keeping  this
knowledge alive and relevant

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
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scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved
reproduced and made generally available to the public we appreciate your support of the
preservation  process  and  thank  you  for  being  an  important  part  of  keeping  this
knowledge alive and relevant
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