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the irish army draws its traditions from three sources the 1916 rising the war of independence and the civil war this book charts the history of the irish

army through its evolution from a guerrilla force to the legally constituted military arm of the irish government up to the present day

this book aids any researcher policymakers and military personnel in researching small states and militaries european defence and security policy as well

as contemporary and emerging threats this edited collection gathers academic commentators on irish defence policy military leaders from across the
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service components of the irish defence forces and european defence experts to contribute to the first in depth conversation and analysis on modern irish

defence and its application within the european union the aim of this edited book is to ascertain what capabilities are robust which are lacking what

future threats need to be catered for and what action is needed to ensure those threats will be addressed going forward this book will explore emerging

issues and applications of modern and contemporary threats within the context of ireland europe and western institutions we have invited submissions

from scholars commentators policymakers and military practitioners to evaluate the irish defence forces and to illustrate the complexities facing small

nations in formulating and resourcing defence and national security policy

born in the civil war of 1922 23 the army of the republic of ireland occupied a sensitive place in the national culture for many years in world war ii it

faced the challenge of maintaining ireland s integrity as a neutral post war it found a new role in 1960 providing troops for the united nations

intervention in the war torn congo and since then has supported un missions in the middle east and elsewhere more recently the border with troubled

ulster obliged the republic to invest in reform and modernisation ireland s freedom to seek examples and equipment worldwide has created an interesting

progression of uniforms illustrated in this study of ireland s forces over 80 years

the first ever compilation of the irish army s orders of battle from its formation in 1923 to 2004 includes several current tables of organization and

equipment 140 content pages

in the late 1980s the army crisis was dominating headlines in ireland complaints of poor pay low morale and unsatisfactory conditions for those serving

in the defence forces were growing louder against the background of a government accused of being indifferent and an army hierarchy accused of being

incapable from amidst the turmoil a group of women stepped up to pursue the rights of their men political crisis and a general election followed but a

commission established to examine the defence forces ignored the call for soldiers to acquire their own representative body this book reveals for the first

time the deep seated philosophies tensions and reservations between ireland s military and its government from the foundation of the state to the present

day it explores in detail the events that led to the successful pursuit of the democratic right of association for members of the armed forces in ireland it

articulates the concept of the citizen in uniform and the special relationship between members of the armed forces and society this is the story of the

breaking of ranks

in september 1939 the second world war broke out the fact that ireland remained neutral in the conflict is well known what is far less well known is

that from 1939 onwards ireland prepared to defend itself from invasion combining many previously unseen photographs and documents and with a text

based on research in defence forces and official archives this book is an illustrated photographic and documentary history of the military and defensive
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preparations made by ireland s defence forces during the second world war what became known officially only as the emergency

in the spring of 1980 the irish department of defence sanctioned the establishment of a new unit within the irish defence forces and the irish army ranger

wing arw came into being in the decades that followed its soldiers have been deployed on active service at home and abroad generally without the

knowledge of the wider public the arw is made up of seasoned men from across the island who are selected through tough competition only the best of

the best make it through and are trained in an extraordinary range of specialist skills being one of these elite operators takes more than simply being a

skilled soldier it means believing you are the best shadow warriors tells the story behind the creation of the arw from its origins in specialist counter

terrorism training in the late 1960s and the preparation of small unconventional units in the 1970s to the formation of the arw itself in 1980 and its

subsequent history the first and only authoritative account in the public domain of this specialist unit authors paul o brien and sergeant wayne fitzgerald

have been granted access to the closed and clandestine world of ireland s special forces who train hard fight harder and face unconventional types of

warfare yet prefer to stay out of the limelight

published for mushroom model publications petersfield hampshire c2010

military aviation in ireland charts the history of the irish air corps from its early days as the military air service established by michael collins in 1922 to

the ineffective air operations conducted during the second world war period using extensive archival research michael c o malley throws new light on the

people and operations of ireland s early aviation history lieutenant colonel michael c o malley served in the irish air corps as a flying officer from 1961

to 1999 and holds a doctorate in history from nui maynooth

covers a wide field of subjects of military interest

it may not be widely known but a large number of irish soldiers deserted their own army during wwii eire remained neutral and crossed the sea to join

the british army once the war was over these men were officially dismissed the service and their names published in this confidential document the

formal title of the document is list of personnel of the defence forces dismissed for desertion in time of national emergency pursuant to the terms of

emergency powers no 362 order 1945 s r o 1945 no 198 or section 13 of the defence forces temporary provisions act 1946 no 7 1946 in it are listed in

alphabetical order some 5 000 or more names with army no last recorded address date of birth declared occupation prior to enlistment in defence forces

and date of dismissal from defence forces in the latter case the date is amost invariably 8 august 1945 this document was circulated to all civil service

departments and state run services e g post office health service state owned bus rail air and shipping companies etc this was obviously intended to bar
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them from any form of government employment it is a fascinating document and one which i have never been aware of before it would be interesting

with the naval and military press cd of soldiers died in wwii to see how many of them were kiled or died in the war the number of desertions is

surprisingly large for a small army but it must be an indication of the strength of feeling at the time

this study seeks to identify the factors that underlie the establishment of representative associations in the irish defence forces the thesis establishes the

nature and history of military representation it further finds that the irish defence forces were almost totally unaware of and had no policy on military

representation prior to 1988 by 1991 representative associations were legally established in the irish defence forces the greater part of the thesis analyzes

the interactions of the parties involved in this remarkable evolution that occurred in such a short period of time in addition to the government the

military authorities and defence forces personnel the study finds that the printed media and a pressure group composed of military wives were significant

players in the process the study concludes that a number of intertwined factors led to the establishment of representative associations in the irish defence

forces many of these factors arose from poor manpower management
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