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1st ed 1983

this work compiles selected speeches letters and statements by the father of burmese independence

aung san the editor s introduction offers an overview of this remarkable man s life thought and

achievements the documents included here provide insight into the politics of aung san an eminently

pragmatic leader focused on attaining both national unity and social harmony through his own words

focuses on the state s efforts to industrialize myanmar first through direct intervention and planning

under a socialist economic framework as interpreted by the state leaders 1948 88 and lately 1989

onwards through state managed outward orientation

aung  san  suu  kyi  spoke  passionately  about  non  violence  she  wrote  involved  articles  about

compatibility of democracy with buddhism and she won the hearts and minds of so many with her

call for the freedom from fear it seemed for more than two decades that suu kyi was a perfect non

western propagator of democracy human rights rule of law yet a deeper analysis reveals that suu

kyi intellectually indeed has been a democrat all along but a burmese democrat suu kyi understands

democracy in a buddhist way and she reasons about politics using buddhist ideas idioms and

concepts this buddhist  dominance of her political  thought had several  consequences the most

important one being that her approach to politics has first and foremost been a moral one her vision

of democracy and of politics in general is a moral vision it is something i propose to call the moral

democracy the same reason that made her famous and admired worldwide now contributed to her

fall from grace for too many outside burma myanmar it is impossible to understand how suu kyi

yesterday s global personification of good and morality can now silently endorse crimes against

humanity conducted in her country and accept forced relocation of 700 thousand people a cynic

would quote bertrand russell s words we have two kinds of morality side by side one which we

preach but do not practice and another which we practice but seldom preach and add a commentary

that it applies especially to politicians one however may offer a more favourable explanation that
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suu kyi represents a tragic clash of ideas including moral ideas with political reality whatever the

case it was morality that made her famous it was the same moralistic attitude that contributed to her

removal from international olympus and it is this moral understanding of politics that is the hallmark

of her political thought which is here to stay for longer as political ideas last longer than changing

political circumstances and fashions from the preface the dramatic fall from grace of burma s human

rights icon aung san suu kyi shocked the world michał lubina s magisterial account of aung san suu

kyi s political education demystifies the behavior in power of this otherwise enigmatic leader this is

the indispensable book for anyone who wants to understand the mind of one of the world s most

controversial women prof salvatore babones university of sydney dr michał lubina known in poland

for portraying aung san suu kyi not as a human rights activist but as a realist politician in the very

footsteps of her father now comes out with his research to the international audience following the

example of mahbubani s can asian think lubina shows the intellectual and philosophical tradition of

myanmar through the case study of suu kyi  s political  thought it  s a unique undertaking that

presents suu kyi from an unexpected angle as a theoretician and political thinker or sage both the

scope of research done and the material presented are very impressive and rather unique even on

international scene prof bogdan góralczyk university of warsaw former ambassador to myanmar this

book is a well documented and well constructed multilayered complex analytical work based on

very rich research interviews with suu kyi and personal observations of the author who displays

unquestioned analytical skills as such the book represents a pioneer work in burmese studies prof

agnieszka kuszewska jagiellonian university in cracow none of the numerous books and articles

that i have read about daw aung san suu kyi dissects her political thoughts and background as

thoroughly as the book written by dr michał lubina he shows the political  construction of her

character her struggle her idealism her sources of inspiration and her weaknesses it is a necessary

publication to read in order to understand historical and contemporary policymaking in today s burma

dr marion sabrié university of rouen normandy
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burma is a resource rich country in transition from monarchy to british colony from independence to

military dictatorships and from the generals to the lady aung san suu kyi this book traces one of the

longest civil wars in history it s about the rohingya a brutally persecuted people it s about pro

democracy uprisings about sacrifice and above all the human resilience and capacity for hope the

book is  based on true events and provides unique firsthand insights into key players in  this

enigmatic and troubled nation

volumes 7 77 80 83 include 13th 83rd 86th 89th annual report of the american baptist missionary

union

freedom from fear collected writings from the nobel peace prize winner aung san suu kyi aung san

suu kyi s collected writings edited by her late husband whom the ruling military junta prevented from

visiting burma as he was dying of cancer reflects her greatest hopes and fears for her fellow

burmese people and her concern about the need for international co operation in the continuing fight

for burma s freedom bringing together her most powerful  speeches letters and interviews this

remarkable collection gives a voice to burma s woman of destiny whose fate remains in the hands

of her enemies recipient of the nobel peace prize and the sakharov prize for freedom of thought and

leader of burma s national league for democracy aung san suu kyi is one of the world s greatest

living defenders of freedom and democracy and an inspiration to millions worldwide this book sits

alongside nelson mandela s memoir long walk to freedom this book is bound to become a classic for

a new generation of asians who value democracy even more highly than westerners do simply

because they are deprived of the basic freedoms that westerners take for granted the new york

times aung san suu kyi s extraordinary achievement has been to confront the regime peacefully

reasonably and persuasively in one of the most laudable continuing acts of political courage financial

times such is the depth of passion and learning that she brings to her writings about national identity

and its links with culture and language that she has attracted the admiration of intellectuals around
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the world sunday times aung san suu kyi is the leader of burma s national league for democracy she

was placed under house arrest in rangoon in 1989 where she remained for almost 15 of the 21 years

until her release in 2010 becoming one of the world s most prominent political prisoners she is also

the author of letters from burma

the past two decades since the end of the cold war have been years of remarkable change and

transformation for southeast asia long seen as an arena for superpower rivalry southeast asia is

increasingly coming into its own by locating itself at the forefront of regional integration initiatives

that involve not only the association of southeast asian nations but major external powers such as

the united states china india japan and australia as well at the same time the past two decades has

seen the revival of old animosities as well as the emergence of new security challenges confronting

the region old animosities include unresolved territorial disputes while new challenges range from

regional and global  financial  crises terrorism and pandemics significant changes within the ten

southeast asian countries covered in this book have also transpired that have affected not only the

complexion of domestic politics but have also impacted regional diplomacy as well such as the

creation of potentially the eleventh southeast asian country timor leste extensively updated and

revised in light of these changes and developments this fourth edition of dictionary of the modern

politics of southeast asia contains profiles of each southeast asian country following this it provides

more than 450 alphabetically arranged individual entries providing detailed accounts and analyses on

major episodes and treaties political parties and institutions civil society movements and regional

and international organizations biographies of significant political leaders and personalities both past

and present  are also provided entries are comprehensively cross referenced and an index by

country directs readers to all entries concerning a particular country the dictionary also includes an

extensive bibliography that serves as a guide to further reading it is an essential reference tool for

all scholars and students of asian politics and international affairs and a vital resource for journalists

diplomats policy makers and others with an interest in the region
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the leader of burma s democracy movement aung san suu kyi has joined nelson mandela martin

luther king jr mahatma gandhi and the dalai lama in the global pantheon of those whose lives are

dedicated to freedom throughout the world she is associated with a peaceful struggle for democracy

and human rights but what is she really like what drives her to make such enormous personal

sacrifices for her country jesper bengtsson presents a portrait of one of today s most significant

political activists he chronicles her background as the daughter of burma s liberation hero aung san

the years she spent in england and new york and her return to burma in the 1980s first placed under

house arrest by the military junta in 1989 she spent fifteen of the subsequent twenty one years in

captivity separated from her husband and two children throughout that period she remained a

unifying figure and activist for burma s democracy movement awarded the nobel peace prize in 1991

she saw her reputation and her international stature grow the longer she was under house arrest

upon  her  release  in  november  2010  she  immediately  took  up  her  work  with  the  democracy

movement and proved that she remains the most important political force in burma aung san suu kyi

s ability to affect people and repressive regimes reflects not only her personal charisma and courage

but also her devotion to one of the great issues of our times what is necessary for democracy to

evolve from a deeply authoritarian system

volumes 7 77 80 83 include 13th 83rd 86th 89th annual report of the american baptist missionary

union

in light of recent debates and studies on what political scientists call developmental authoritarianism

and what some economists consider the east asian model of economic growth this book analyzes

and  evaluates  burma  s  economic  performance  under  military  management  it  considers  the

relationship between democracy and economic growth especially the thesis advanced by asian

authoritarian leaders that sociopolitical stability and discipline must be established as a prerequisite

to economic development based upon empirical and historical facts the book shows that the present
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military regime s denial of democracy to the people and its ostentatious economic reforms have not

promoted real economic growth and human development in burma that regime the state law and

order  restoration  council  slorc  consists  of  poorly  educated  power  driven  rulers  the  book

underscores that burma s lack of economic development despite its rich natural resources lies in the

regime s misuse of both human capital  and those natural  resources they have depressed the

country s social capability for past present and future economic development

writings of the statesman and leader of freedom struggle in burma
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