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this sourcebook contains a comprehensive collection of sources on the topic of the
social history of the roman world during the late republic and the first two centuries
ad designed to form the basis  for  courses in  roman social  history this  excellent
resource covers original translations from sources such as inscriptions papyri and
legal texts topics include social inequality and class games gladiators and attitudes to
violence the role of slaves in roman society economy and taxation the roman legal
system the roman family and gender roles including extensive explanatory notes
maps and bibliographies this sourcebook is the ideal resource for all students and
teachers embarking on a course in roman social history

this lively and original guidebook is the first to show students new to the subject
exactly what roman social history involves and how they can study it for themselves
after  presenting  a  short  history  of  the  development  and  current  position  of  the
discipline the author discusses the kinds of evidence that can be used and the full
range of resources available two case studies provide practical examples of how to
approach sources and what we can learn from them clear concise and accessible with
all text extracts translated into english this is the ideal introduction to an increasingly
popular subject

provides students with a balanced understanding of the key aspects of the culture
and society of the roman republic a social and cultural history of republican rome is
the  first  undergraduate  textbook  of  its  kind  to  concentrate  on  the  ways  roman
societal  structures family dynamics visual  arts law religion and other cultural  and
intellectual developments contributed to roman identity between 509 bce and 14 ce
drawing from a diverse range of archaeological epigraphic and literary sources author
eric m orlin provides insight into the socio cultural and intellectual issues that shaped
both the roman republic and the wider mediterranean world thematically organized
chapters address the practice of politics in the roman republic explain the concept of
patronage and the distinctions between patricians and plebeians examine the impact
of the army and militarism on roman society discuss the ties between roman religion
and the roman state and more chapters include maps charts images and links to
further  readings  in  ancient  sources  and  modern  scholarship  throughout  the  text
discussion of several recurring themes connects individual chapters while helping
students critically engage the material a social and cultural history of republican rome
focuses on themes other than politics and the military such as the position and role of
women  in  the  roman  family  the  foundation  of  the  roman  legal  system  and  the
topography and growth of the city of rome introduces the basic materials available
for the study of the roman republic including written architectural and numismatic
sources features a brief narrative history of the roman republic and an overview of
the  text  s  methodological  framework  establishes  key  points  of  discussion  for



As The Romans Did A Sourcebook In Roman Social History

3 As The Romans Did A Sourcebook In Roman Social History

students  using  comparisons  between  roman  society  and  our  modern  day  world
encourages students to critically  examine the problems and issues raised by the
material  covering  topics  in  roman  history  that  are  frequently  neglected  in
undergraduate  classrooms  a  social  and  cultural  history  of  republican  rome  is  an
excellent primary or supplementary textbook for courses on the roman republic as
well as broader roman history classes that incorporate socio cultural issues

the study of roman society and social relations blossomed in the 1970s by now we
possess a very large literature on the individuals and groups that constituted the
roman  community  and  the  various  ways  in  which  members  of  that  community
interacted  there  simply  is  however  no  overview  that  takes  into  account  the
multifarious progress that has been made in the past thirty odd years the purpose of
this handbook is twofold on the one hand it synthesizes what has heretofore been
accomplished in this field on the other hand it attempts to configure the examination
of roman social relations in some new ways and thereby indicates directions in which
the  discipline  might  now  proceed  the  book  opens  with  a  substantial  general
introduction that portrays the current state of the field indicates some avenues for
further study and provides the background necessary for the following chapters it
lays out what is now known about the historical development of roman society and
the essential structures of that community in a second introductory article clifford
ando explains the chronological parameters of the handbook the main body of the
book is divided into the following six sections 1 mechanisms of socialization primary
education  rhetorical  education  family  law  2  mechanisms  of  communication  and
interaction 3 communal  contexts for  social  interaction 4 modes of  interpersonal
relations  friendship  patronage  hospitality  dining  funerals  benefactions  honor  5
societies within the roman community collegia cults judaism christianity the army and
6  marginalized  persons  slaves  women  children  prostitutes  actors  and  gladiators
bandits the result is a unique up to date and comprehensive survey of ancient roman
society

a new consideration of life on the republican era aventine hill  uncovers a diverse
urban landscape

most of the jesus followers in rome would have been familiar with socioeconomic
hardship suffering was a daily reality either for themselves or for someone they knew
many lived below or just above subsistence level  some were slaves homeless or
chronically sick followers of christ might have experienced persecution because of
their  refusal  to  take  part  in  the  local  religious  festivals  suffering  is  of  course  a
significant theme in romans 5 1 11 and 8 17 18 39 paul mentions various types of
affliction many times in these texts how might paul s audience have understood them
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in suffering in romans siu fung wu argues that paul speaks of the vocation of the jesus
followers  to  participate  in  christ  s  suffering  with  the  purpose  that  they  may  be
glorified with him indeed their identification with christ s suffering is an integral part
of god s project of transforming humanity and renewing creation it is in their faithful
suffering that christ followers participate in god s triumph over evil this is counter
intuitive because most people think that victory is won by power and strength yet the
children of god partake in his cosmic victory by their suffering aided by the spirit and
the hope of glory

these essays on various aspects of family life in ancient rome offer an especially
timely and provocative new characterization of how this most elementary component
of  roman  society  was  structured  recognizing  that  a  traditional  nuclear  model  is
necessary for a basic understanding of roman family organization keith r  bradley
argues that a broader more extensive context must be established if this structure is
to be fully appreciated examining the roles of slaves servants and other surrogates in
the upbringing and socialization of children and concentrating on the parts played by
wet nurses and male childerminders his book molds an entirely new framework for
the study of the roman family he investigates the extent of serial marriage especially
among the upper classes and the effects of the widespread familial dislocation that
resulted and for the first time considers the prevalence of child labor in the roman
world contrasting the experiences of upper class and lower class children bringing
these themes together in a lively final section through a fresh thorough examination
of cicero s correspondence bradley portrays the life of an actual  roman family a
seminal contribution to roman social history this book is essential reading for anyone
interested in how the family worked and lived in classical times

in an expansion of  his  2012 robson classical  lectures clifford ando examines the
connection between the nature of the latin language and roman thinking about law
society  and  empire  drawing  on  innovative  work  in  cognitive  linguistics  and
anthropology roman social imaginaries considers how metaphor metonymy analogy
and ideation helped create the structures of thought that shaped the roman empire
as  a  political  construct  beginning  in  early  roman  history  ando  shows  how  the
expansion of the empire into new territories led the romans to develop and exploit
latin s extraordinary capacity for abstraction in this way laws and institutions invented
for use in a single mediterranean city state could be deployed across a remarkably
heterogeneous empire  lucid  insightful  and innovative the essays in  roman social
imaginaries constitute some of today s most original thinking about the power of
language in the ancient world

this sourcebook contains a comprehensive collection of sources on the topic of the
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social history of the roman world during the late republic and the first two centuries
ad designed to form the basis  for  courses in  roman social  history this  excellent
resource covers original translations from sources such as inscriptions papyri and
legal texts topics include social inequality and class games gladiators and attitudes to
violence the role of slaves in roman society economy and taxation the roman legal
system the roman family and gender roles including extensive explanatory notes
maps and bibliographies this sourcebook is the ideal resource for all students and
teachers embarking on a course in roman social history

this is a survey of the religious attitudes reflected in latin literature from the late
republic to the time of constantine its main theme is the development of the roman
public  religion  in  that  period  within  this  theme  the  most  pervasive  issue  is  the
relationship between roman religion and morality though the link between the two is
shown to be closer than is often supposed it was also the case that the rise of such
systems  as  stoicism  and  christianity  contributed  to  a  sense  of  morality  more
detached from traditional conceptions of the collective well being of the roman state
nevertheless the old religion continued to flourish and to contribute in numerous
ways to the working of roman society until it was fatally weakened by the political and
social crisis of the third century this crisis and the tendency of the roman empire to
depend  upon  and  encourage  new  sources  of  support  prepared  the  way  for  the
emergence of christianity first as the religion of the emperor and then after a period
in which christians and pagans were able to co operate by emphasizing their common
beliefs as the official religion of the empire
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