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provides an original up to date and systematic account of aristotle s views on contemplation s place in the human good

this is the first systematic and thorough study of mysticism or contemplation in these three seventeenth century poets
and in three modern writers it not only clarifies the very confused issue of mysticism in seventeenth century poetry but
also connects seventeenth century poets with modern literature and science through the contemplative tradition from the
bible and plato and church fathers and important mystics of the middle ages through renaissance and modern
contemplatives the transformative and redemptive power of contemplative poetry or holy writing regardless of genre or
discipline is prominent throughout the book and the relevance indeed the vital necessity of such poetry and of the living
contemplative tradition to our apocalyptic modern world is discussed in the last chapter in this chapter attention is given

to modern science especially to the new physics and to philosophical and mystical writings of eminent scientists

contemplative landscape and contemplative space are familiar terms in the areas of design landscape architecture and
architecture krinke and her highly regarded contributors set out to explore definitions theories and case studies of
contemplative landscapes the contributors marc treib john beardsley michael singer lance neckar heinrich hermann and
rebecca krinke have spent their careers researching critiquing and making landscapes here they investigate the role of
contemplative space in a post modern world and examine the impact of nature and culture on the design or interpretation

of contemplative landscapes the essays drawn from both scholarship and personal experience explore the links between
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spaces designed to provide health benefits and contemplative space

this book is for anyone who now meditates regularly or who practiced meditation in the past as we grow in our prayer
life john of the cross is an excellent and encouraging guide to show us the way to the practice of contemplative prayer
many of us learned about meditation from spiritual directors or books we practiced a reliable form of meditation for some
years with varying degrees of success over time however our prayer slowed down and became simplified we didn t find
many new ideas to occupy our intellect and our emotions quieted down in time many of us experienced a crisis in our
prayer life our prayer became so simple that it almost disappeared we tried different forms of prayer but we seemed to
be reaching a dead end throughout all of this we were never told that our prayer was developing naturally and positively
what we were experiencing was not a dead end but the threshold of a new way of prayer what we needed was an
experienced guide to show us the road ahead enter john of the cross he encourages us to see that the place we came to
is a necessary state of our progress in prayer john teaches us that we come to contemplation not by struggling harder to
pray but by calming remaining quiet before god he encourages us to realize that we have not come to the end of the
road but are being made ready to be transported on a wonderful journey there is no better or more encouraging guide for
us on this journey than john of the cross the entire focus of this book is quite narrow it concentrates on john s teaching

about the beginning of contemplation

a hermeneutics of contemplative silence paul ricoeur edith stein and the heart of meaning brings together the work of
paul ricoeur and edith stein and locates the role of silence in the creation of meaning michele kueter petersen argues that
human being is language and silence contemplative silence manifests a mode of capable human being whereby a shared

world of meaning is constituted and created the analysis culminates with the claim that a hermeneutics of contemplative

3 Art Of Contemplation



Art Of Contemplation

silence manifests a deeper level of awareness as a poetics of presencing a shared humanity the term awareness refers to

five crucial levels of meaning creating consciousness that are ingredients in the practice of contemplative silence

contemplative awareness includes self critique as integral to the experience and the understanding of the virtuous ordering

of relational realities the practice of contemplative silence is a spiritual and ethical activity that aims at transforming

reflexive consciousness inasmuch as it leads to openness to new motivation and intention for acting in relation to others

contemplative awareness elicits movement through the ongoing exercise of rethinking those relational realities in and for

the world the texts of ricoeur and stein reveal a contemplative discourse of praise and beauty for capable human beings

whose actions and suffering respond to word and silence

a collection of thirty nine short essays in which thomas merton examines what true contemplation is and how it can

impact one s spirituality
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