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shortlisted for the edward stanford travel writing awards clustered together in azure blue
waters are a collection of little islands whose culture history and people have touched
every corner of the world from the moment columbus gazed out at what he mistook for
india and wrote in his journal of the most beautiful land that human eyes have ever seen the
caribbean has been the subject of fantasies myths and daydreams it was claimed and its
societies were built to enrich old europe and much later its beaches were splashed across
billboards advertising fizzy drinks its towns and people pictured in holiday brochures but
these islands are so much more than gloss white sand and palm trees they form a region rich
in colour beauty and strength home of the rastafarian faith che guevara s stomping ground
and birthplace of reggae the caribbean has produced some of the world s most famous
artists activists writers musicians and sportsmen from usain bolt to bob marley and from
harry belafonte to v s naipaul in the pages of island people we hear the voices of the
caribbean people explore their home and learn what it means to them and to the world in
this fascinating and absorbing book the product of almost a decade of travel and intense
study joshua jelly schapiro strips away the fantasy and myth to expose the real islands and
the real people that make up the caribbean

the major objective of this publication is to provide an account and interpretation of the
historical development of the region from around 1930 to the end of the century within its
compass are the turbulent thirties including the cuban revolution of 1933 and the labour
protests in the british caribbean of 1934 the strategic position occupied by the region
during the second world war the development of proletarian movements and trade unions
and their links with political parties decolonization political evolution in the french and
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dutch caribbean and the turn to the left made in the 1970s by a number of anglophone
caribbean countries notably grenada also examined are the castro revolution and its
aftermath to the 1990s ethnicity and race consciousness and their effects in uniting or
dividing communities and nations international relations and regional co operation changes
in social and demographic structures including the role and status of women education
migration and urbanization and the beliefs and cultural experiences which underpin
caribbean identity the final chapter provides an overall survey of changes in the quality of
life in the caribbean during the twentieth century

this comprehensive volume takes the reader and student through more than five hundred
years of caribbean history beginning with columbus s arrival in the bahamas in 1492 a brief
history of the caribbean traces the people and events that have marked this constantly
shifting region encompassing everything from economic booms and busts to epidemics
wars and revolutions and bringing to life such important figures as sir francis drake
blackbeard toussaint louverture fidel castro the duvaliers and jean bertrand aristide this
superbly written history revised and updated with new chapters that reflect the islands
most recent social economic and political developments is a work of impeccable scholarship
featuring maps charts tables and photographs it remains the ideal guide to the region and
its people

grugel has produced a first rate introduction to the development dilemmas confronting the
peoples of the caribbean and central america the book will enlighten general readers with
an interest in the politics of geopolitical and economic dependency and for appreciating the
remaining difficulties facing small nations attempting equitable and harmonious
development it will remind caribbean and central american specialists just how valuable a
good comparative analysis can be foreign affairs excellent comparative survey of the
political economy of the caribbean basin choice this wide ranging survey of the political
economy of the caribbean basin and its position in the emerging global order also assesses
the attempts by revolutionary regimes in the region to create alternative models of
development and the reasons for their failure

unlike the earthquakes and hurricanes that have influenced caribbean history the region s
fires have almost always been caused by humans geographer bonham c richardson explores
the effects of fire in the social and ecological history of the british lesser antilles from the
british virgin islands south to trinidad focusing on the late nineteenth century leading to the
1905 withdrawal of british military forces from the region richardson shows how fire lit
social upheavals served as forerunners of political independence movements drawing on
caribbean and london archives as well as years of fieldwork richardson examines how
villagers used modified and contemplated fire in part to vent their frustrations with a
savage economic depression and social and political inequities imposed from afar he
examines fire in all its forms from protest torches to sugarcane fires that threatened the
islands economic staple richardson illuminates a neglected period in caribbean history by
showing how local uses of fire have been catalysts and even causes of important changes in
the region

a concise history of the caribbean s long and fascinating history from pre contact
civilisations to the present day this is a concise history intended for travellers but of
inestimable value to anyone looking for an overview of the caribbean and its mainland
coastal states with a focus on the past few centuries the history of the caribbean does not
make much sense without factoring in the cities pensacola new orleans galveston and the
ambitions of the states on its continental shores notably the united states this account is
grounded in a look at the currents and channels of the sea and its constraints such as the
mosquito coast followed by the history of pre contact civilisations focusing on the maya and
the toltec empire with the arrival of the europeans from the late fifteenth century to the
early years of the seventeenth century the story becomes one of exploration conquest and
settlement black charts the rise of slave economies and the caribbean s place in the atlantic
world also the arrival of the english hawkins and drake to challenge the spanish he
examines the sugar and coffee slave economies of the english french spanish and dutch also
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the successful rebellion in haiti in the eighteenth century and how the west indies were
further transformed by the louisiana purchase the american conquest of florida and the
incorporation of texas he discusses the impact of bolivar s rebellion in spanish america the
end of slavery in the british caribbean and war between mexico and america also the defeat
of the south by the union the american takeover of the panama canal project from france
and the spanish american war the first half of the twentieth century focuses on growing us
power intervention in mexico honduras nicaragua panama haiti and the dominican republic
cuba as an american protectorate and civil wars in mexico the cold war brought new
tensions and conflict to the region but the same period also saw the rise of the leisure
industry the last part of the book looks at the caribbean today political instability in
venezuela and colombia crime in mexico post castro cuba and the region s future prospects

a history of the caribbean from 1492 to the present by the prime minister of trinidad and
tobago this book sets the record straight by collecting all existing knowledge of the
caribbean in relation to the rest of the world and to provide through greater awareness of
its heritage of exploitation and neglect a sure foundation for the economic integration of
the region countries in the caribbean sea include cuba the bahamas haiti the dominican
republic puerto rico and the virgin islands

gad heuman provides a comprehensive introduction the history of the caribbean from its
earliest inhabitants to contemporary political and cultural developments topics covered
include the amerindians sugary and slavery race racism and equality the aftermath of
emancipation the revolutionary caribbean cultures of the caribbean this new edition is fully
revised and updated with new material on the pre columbian era and the hispanic caribbean
it takes account not only of the political and social struggles that have shaped the caribbean
but also provides a sense of the development of the region s culture the caribbean a brief
history is ideal for students and those seeking a clear and readable introduction to
caribbean history

publications of the academy of natural sciences of philadelphiav 53 1901 p 788 794

when americans seek an escape from the worries and dilemmas of everyday life the crystal
blue waters and white sands of the caribbean islands seem like the answer to a prayer yet
this image of a tourist s paradise hides a tumultuous history marked by strife and division
over race political power and economic inequality olwyn blouet explores the story of the
caribbean over the last 50 years revealing it to be a region positioned at the heart of some
the most prominent geopolitical issues of modern times navigating a rich mélange of
cultures and histories blouet unearths a complex narrative that is frequently overlooked in
histories of the americas in stark contrast to widely read guidebooks this chronicle
unflinchingly probes two strikingly different worlds in the caribbean islands those of the
haves and the have nots created by the volatile mixture of colonial politics racial
segregation and economic upheaval the strategic political relations between caribbean
nations cuba in particular and the world powers during the cold war the economic
transformations instigated by tourism and the modernizing efforts of caribbean nations in
order to meet the demands of a globalizing twenty first century market are among the
numerous issues explored by blouet in her efforts to redress the historical record s
imbalance the contemporary caribbean also explores the proud histories of the region s
many nations in sports such as cricket and baseball as well as their famed cuisines and the
uneasy balance today between local traditions and the vestiges of colonial influence

a quiet revolution is taking place in america s forests once seen primarily as stands of
timber our woodlands are now prized as a rich source of a wide range of commodities from
wild mushrooms and maple sugar to hundreds of medicinal plants whose uses have only
begun to be fully realized now as timber harvesting becomes more mechanized and
requires less labor the image of the lumberjack is being replaced by that of the forager this
book provides the first comprehensive examination of nontimber forest products ntfps in
the united states illustrating their diverse importance describing the people who harvest
them and outlining the steps that are being taken to ensure access to them as the first
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extensive national overview of ntfp policy and management specific to the united states it
brings together research from numerous disciplines and analytical perspectives such as
economics mycology history ecology law entomology forestry geography and anthropology
in order to provide a cohesive picture of the current and potential role of ntfps the
contributors review the state of scientific knowledge of ntfps by offering a survey of
commercial and noncommercial products an overview of uses and users and discussions of
sustainable management issues associated with ecology cultural traditions forest policy
and commerce they examine some of the major social economic and biological benefits of
ntfps while also addressing the potential negative consequences of ntfp harvesting on
forest ecosystems and on ntfp species populations within this wealth of information are
rich accounts of ntfp use drawn from all parts of the american landscape from the pacific
northwest to the caribbean from honey production to a review of nontimber forest
economies still active in the united states such as the ojibway harvest of plants recounted
here the book takes in the whole breadth of recent ntfp issues including ecological concerns
associated with the expansion of ntfp markets and ntfp tenure issues on federally managed
lands no other volume offers such a comprehensive overview of ntfps in north america by
examining all aspects of these products it contributes to the development of more
sophisticated policy and management frameworks for not only ensuring their ongoing use
but also protecting the future of our forests

in this pathbreaking work the author integrates questions of justice and stability through a
model of deliberative democracy in the plural polity deliberative democracy and the plural
polity provides a realistic but critical reform agenda that can animate struggles for justice in
an enormously diverse world
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