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from healthcare to workplace conduct the federal government is taking on ever more responsibility for managing our lives at the
same time americans have never been more disaffected with washington seeing it as an intrusive incompetent wasteful giant the
most alarming consequence of ineffective policies in addition to unrealized social goals is the growing threat to the government s
democratic legitimacy understanding why government fails so often and how it might become more effective is an urgent
responsibility of citizenship in this book lawyer and political scientist peter schuck provides a wide range of examples and an
enormous body of evidence to explain why so many domestic policies go awry and how to right the foundering ship of state
schuck argues that washington s failures are due not to episodic problems or partisan bickering but rather to deep structural flaws
that undermine every administration democratic and republican these recurrent weaknesses include unrealistic goals perverse
incentives poor and distorted information systemic irrationality rigidity and lack of credibility a mediocre bureaucracy powerful
and inescapable  markets  and the  inherent  limits  of  law to  counteract  each of  these  problems schuck proposes  numerous
achievable reforms from avoiding moral hazard in student loan mortgage and other subsidy programs to empowering consumers
of public services simplifying programs and testing them for cost effectiveness and increasing the use of big data the book also
examines successful policies including the g i bill the voting rights act the earned income tax credit and airline deregulation to
highlight the factors that made them work an urgent call for reform why government fails so often is essential reading for anyone
curious about why government is in such disrepute and how it can do better

much has changed in us politics since the historic 2008 election while the press covers the actions and agendas of the new
administration other impacts of this political shift have not received as much attention these changes have forced the nation to
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rethink the necessary role of government the role of the private market the impact of science technology and information and
ultimately our place in the world what do we expect from our government provides a glimpse at this set of developments by
focusing on a number of policies such as climate change immigration and terrorism as well as governance processes such as
oversight elections and campaigns and regulation it highlights the role of research in public sector decision making the role of the
academy the relationship between economic imperatives and scientific information and dealing with uncertainty and change in
addition it includes attention to broader issues such as national economic and fiscal policies and strategies for assuring equity and
access in programs

six american flags stand on the moon irrefutable proof of government s ability to overcome difficult challenges yet evidence of
failure surrounds us from the devastation of hurricane katrina to the 2008 09 economic meltdown to the chronic dysfunction of
our urban schools william d eggers and john o leary argue that playing the blame game is an exercise in futility in if we can put a
man on the moon they go beyond partisan squabbles to take a look at the process by which government tackles its biggest
challenges based on a review of over seventy five government undertakings in the united states and abroad eggers and o leary
pinpoint what it takes to successfully bring a public sector initiative from great idea to desired results they distill this journey to
success into a practical set of steps that every public initiative must go through to deliver on its promise book jacket

citizens have lost trust in their institutions of public governance in trying to fix the problem presidents and prime ministers have
misdiagnosed the patient failing to recognize that government bureaucracies are inseparable from political institutions as a result
career officials have become adroit at managing the blame game but much less so at embracing change donald savoie looks to the
united states great britain france and canada to assess two of the most important challenges confronting governments throughout
the western world the concentration of political power and the changing role of government bureaucracy the four countries have
distinct institutions shaped by distinct histories but what they have in common is a professional non partisan civil service when
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presidents and prime ministers decide to expand their personal authority national institutions must adjust while bureaucracies
grow to fill  the gap paradoxically further constricting government efficacy the side effects are universal political power is
increasingly centralized parliament congress and the national assembly have been weakened cabinet has lost standing political
parties  have been debased and civil  services  have been knocked off  their  moorings  reduced responsibility  and increased
transparency make civil servants slow to take risks and politicians quick to point fingers government astutely diagnoses the
problem of declining trust in government presidents and prime ministers have failed to see that efficacy in government is tied to
well performing institutions

barely a week goes by without another government u turn and with the cost of living crisis and rising mortgage rates we really
need those in charge to get it right in this timely book cambridge professor dennis c grube explores the pitfalls failures and
successes of those in power around the world a must read sebastian payne convincing david lammy mp we live in an era when we
really need governments to be effective the economy our health and the future of the planet are at stake but so often they can
seem clueless and their decisions leave us confused with insight and wit grube explains how governments can improve their
decision making and by examining fascinating case studies he highlights the key factors that make for effective government with
the stakes higher than ever before this original and important book is an essential read for any concerned citizen who wants to
understand why governments make the wrong decisions and crucially what can be done about it  highly original and very
entertaining gavin esler there is a real gap for this book isabel hardman

the author of state of the nation seeks to determine the main reasons for the failings and frustrations associated with government
and offers concrete steps that americans can take to become politically engaged and to help the united states to improve its
performance 3 tables
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government efficiency and effectiveness views on the progress and plans for addressing government wide management challenges

reasonable people disagree about the reach of the federal government but there is near universal consensus that it should protect
us from such dangers as bacteria infested food harmful drugs toxic pollution crumbling bridges and unsafe toys and yet the
agencies that shoulder these responsibilities are in shambles if they continue to decline lives will be lost and natural resources will
be squandered in this timely book rena steinzor and sidney shapiro take a hard look at the tangled web of problems that have led
to this dire state of affairs it turns out that the agencies are not primarily to blame and that regulatory failure actually stems from a
host of overlooked causes steinzor and shapiro discover that unrelenting funding cuts a breakdown of the legislative process an
increase in the number of political appointees a concurrent loss of experienced personnel chaotic white house oversight and
ceaseless political attacks on the bureaucracy all have contributed to the broken system but while the news is troubling the authors
also propose a host of reforms including a new model for measuring the success of the agencies and a revitalization of the civil
service the people s agents and the battle to protect the american public is an urgent and compelling appeal to renew america s
best traditions of public service

the secret to good government is a question no one in washington is asking what s the right thing to do what s wrong in
washington is deeper than you think yes there s gridlock polarization and self dealing but hidden underneath is something bigger
and more destructive it s a broken governing system from that comes wasteful government rising debt failing schools expensive
health care and economic hardship rules have replaced leadership in america bureaucracy regulation and outmoded law tie our
hands and confine policy choices nobody asks what s the right thing to do here instead they wonder what does the rule book say
there s a fatal flaw in america s governing system trying to decree correctness through rigid laws will never work public paralysis
is the inevitable result of the steady accretion of detailed rules america is now run by dead people by political leaders from the
past who enacted mandatory programs that churn ahead regardless of waste irrelevance or new priorities america needs to
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radically simplify its operating system and give people officials and citizens alike the freedom to be practical rules can t
accomplish our goals only humans can get things done in the rule of nobody philip k howard argues for a return to the framers
vision of public law setting goals and boundaries not dictating daily choices this incendiary book explains how america went
wrong and offers a guide for how to liberate human ingenuity to meet the challenges of this century

streamlining government questions to consider when evaluating proposals to consolidate physical infrastructure and management
functions

unhyped and therefore unnoticed technology is altering the behavior and mission of city halls statehouses schools and federal
agencies across america from transportation to education to elections to law enforcement or as we re now referring to it homeland
security the digital revolution is transforming government and politics slashing bureaucracies improving services producing
innovative solutions to some of our nation s thorniest problems changing the terms of the left right political debate and offering
ordinary people access to a degree of information and individual influence until recently accessible only to the most powerful
citizens finally redeeming the founding fathers original vision for our democracy and enriching american life and society in the
process based on interviews with over 500 leading politicians researchers technology industry ceos and leaders futurists and front
line public employees government 2 0 journeys across america and overseas to demonstrate the promise and perils of this
emerging world and offer a likely road map to its implementation you ll hear from technology executives preparing for an
onrushing future  when for  many citizens  most  government  interactions  could  take place  on private  sector  websites  from
bureaucrats like osha s ed stern fighting to get their agencies to adopt expert systems technology from william bennett whose
virtual education company offers a glimpse into one possible future of american education and from governor jeb bush and
former mayor rudolph giuliani as they endeavor to overcome bureaucratic inertia to provide more open efficient and effective
governments rich with anecdotes and case studies government 2 0 is a must read for every entrepreneur frustrated by paperwork
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every parent who s sick of being surprised by bad report cards every commuter stuck in traffic every activist trying to fight city
hall and every taxpayer who cares about the future of government

in his first book the former new york governor and current cnn cohost offers a manifesto on the economy and the public interest
as new york state attorney general from 1998 to 2006 eliot spitzer successfully pursued corporate crime including stock price
inflation securities fraud and predatory lending practices drawing on those experiences in this book spitzer considers when and
how the government should intervene in the workings of the market the 2009 american bank bailout he argues was the wrong way
it understandably turned government intervention into a flashpoint for public disgust because it socialized risk privatized benefit
and left standing institutions too big to fail incompetent regulators and deficient corporate governance that s unfortunate because
good regulatory policy he claims can make markets and firms work efficiently equitably and in service of fundamental public
values spitzer lays out the right reasons for government intervention in the market to guarantee transparency to overcome market
failures and to guard our core values against the market s unfair biases such as racism with specific proposals to serve those ends
from improving corporate governance to making firms responsible for their own risky behavior he offers a much needed blueprint
for the proper role of government in the market finally taking account of regulatory changes since the crash of 2008 he suggests
how to rebuild public trust in government so real change is possible responses to spitzer by sarah binder andrew gelman and john
sides dean baker and robert johnson raise issues of politics ideology and policy
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