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from 1850 to 1930 america witnessed a unique emigration and resettlement of at
least 200 000 children and several thousand adults primarily from the east
coast to the west this placing out an attempt to find homes for the urban poor
was best known by the orphan trains that carried the children holt carefully
analyzes the system initially instituted by the new york children s aid society in
1853 tracking its imitators as well as the reasons for its creation and demise she
captures the children s perspective with the judicious use of oral  histories
institutional records and newspaper accounts this well written volume sheds
new light on the multifaceted experience of children s immigration changing
concepts of welfare and western expansion it is good scholarly social history
library journal

the true story behind christina baker kline s bestselling novel is revealed in this
engaging and thoughtful history of the children s aid society los angeles times
a powerful  blend of  history biography and adventure orphan trains fills  a



Answers To Discussion Questions For Orphan Train

2 Answers To Discussion Questions For Orphan Train

grievous gap in the american story tracing the evolution of the children s aid
society this dramatic narrative tells the fascinating tale of one of the most
famous and sometimes infamous child welfare programs the orphan trains
which spirited away some two hundred fifty thousand abandoned children into
the homes of rural families in the midwest in mid nineteenth century new york
vagrant children whether orphans or runaways filled the streets the city  s
solution for years had been to sweep these children into prisons or almshouses
but a young minister named charles loring brace took a different tack with the
creation of the children s aid society in 1853 he provided homeless youngsters
with shelter education and for many a new family out west the family matching
process was haphazard to say the least at town meetings farming families took
their pick of the orphan train riders some children such as james brady who
became governor of alaska found loving homes while others such as charley
miller who shot two boys on a train in wyoming saw no end to their misery
complete with extraordinary photographs and deeply moving stories orphan
trains  gives  invaluable  insights  into  a  creative  genius  whose  pioneering  if
controversial efforts inform child rescue work today

listen  to  child  orphans  as  they  share  their  memories  of  transition  and
adventure disappointment and loneliness but ultimately of the joy of belonging
to their own new families they were throwaway kids living in the streets or in
orphanages and foster  homes then charles  loring brace a young minister
working with the poor in new york city started the children s aid society and
devised a plan to give homeless children a chance to find families to call their
own thus began an extraordinary migration of american children between 1854
and 1929 an estimated 200 000 children mostly from new york and other cities of
the eastern united states ventured forth to other states on a journey of hope
andrea warren has shared the stories of some of these orphan train riders here
including those of betty who found a fairy tale life in a grand hotel nettie evans
and her twin nellie who were rescued from their first abusive placement and
taken in by a new kindhearted family who gave them the love they had hoped
for  brothers  howard and fred who remained close even though they were
adopted into different families and edith who longed to know the secrets of her
past this is powerful nonfiction for classroom and personal reading and for
discussion school library journal starred review

discusses the placement of over 200 000 orphaned or abandoned children in
homes throughout the midwest from 1854 to 1929 by recounting the story of one
boy and his brothers

the 1 new york times bestseller a lovely novel about the search for family that
also happens to illuminate a fascinating and forgotten chapter of america s
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history  beautiful  ann  packer  moving  between  contemporary  maine  and
depression era minnesota orphan train is a powerful novel of upheaval and
resilience of second chances and unexpected friendship between 1854 and 1929
so called orphan trains ran regularly from the cities of the east coast to the
farmlands of the midwest carrying thousands of abandoned children whose
fates would be determined by pure luck would they be adopted by a kind and
loving family or would they face a childhood and adolescence of hard labor
and servitude as a young irish immigrant vivian daly was one such child sent by
rail from new york city to an uncertain future a world away returning east later
in  life  vivian  leads  a  quiet  peaceful  existence  on  the  coast  of  maine  the
memories of her upbringing rendered a hazy blur but in her attic hidden in
trunks are vestiges of a turbulent past seventeen year old molly ayer knows
that a community service position helping an elderly woman clean out her
home is the only thing keeping her out of juvenile hall but as molly helps vivian
sort through her keepsakes and possessions she discovers that she and vivian
aren t as different as they appear a penobscot indian who has spent her youth
in and out of foster homes molly is also an outsider being raised by strangers
and she too has unanswered questions about the past

orphan train tells the story of the unlikely friendship between molly ayers a
foster kid hoping to avoid juvie and vivian daly the elderly woman she has been
assigned to help shared experience serves to unite them as it comes to light
that the aged vivian spent time on orphan trains which ran regularly from the
cities of the east coast to the farmlands of the midwest from 1854 to 1929
carrying thousands of abandoned children whose fates would be determined
by pure luck the subject matter will grab students attention because so few
people know about this particularly heartbreaking piece of american history
and the  novel  s  message of  resilience  and unlikely  bonds will  carry  them
through  freshman  common  read  university  of  alabama  honors  college
university  of  st  thomas

christina baker kline wanted to do something she d never done before write a
work of fiction based on historically accurate information and if that s not
difficult enough she faced incredible heartache in the midst of writing the book
but kline never gave up on her writing pushing through the pain until orphan
train was published her novel has enjoyed great success in part because it
discusses feelings many can relate to neglect rejection hope redemption it isn t
a fairytale rather kline created a work of authenticity a work about struggle
and hope and new beginnings orphan train is also a fictional account of a real
time in us history in which orphans were relocated to various homesteads in
the midwest the journeys these children had to make involved much more than
a train ride and kline does a brilliant job illustrating what they went through
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orphan train is a masterpiece in every way and a creative account of a very
real time in us history experience the behind the story effect after reading a bts
you feel inspired to follow your hearts and dreams arshi ever been backstage
at a concert here you go in written form author editor i  felt  enriched with
knowledge about the book and i felt like i knew more about the book aspiring
author i felt like the behind the story offered a new look into the book and
appreciated that as most of the time that angle is unexplored aspiring author
it makes me discover new things and when i re read the book my emotions are
different deeper now that i understand what s behind the book karlen i felt
closer to the writer knowing more about them as a person and why they wrote
what they wrote the beta reading club get ready for one of the most unique
experiences you will ever have this is definitely cliffnotes and sparknotes on
steroids author editor

discover the true story of seven orphans who were settled with families in the
midwest by the children s aid society

learn about the homeless city children who were taken out west to have new
homes in the early 1900s

a young girl hopes to find her mother as she rides an orphan train to find a
new life out west in this finely crafted heart wrenching story publishers weekly
starred review marianne heading west  with  fourteen other  children  on  an
orphan train is sure her mother will show up at one of the stations along the
way when her mother left marianne at the orphanage hadn t she promised she
d come for her after making a new life in the west stop after stop goes by and
there s no sign of her mother in the crowds that come to look over the children
no one shows any interest in adopting shy plain marianne either but that s all
right she has to be free for her mother to claim her then the train pulls into its
final stop a town called somewhere an american library association notable
children s book ala booklist editor s choice jefferson cup award honor book

this title examines an important historic event the orphan train movement easy
to read compelling text explores the history of the children s aid society and
the development of the brace school lodging houses and industrial schools the
conditions  that  led  to  child  abandonment  in  the  1800s  problems  with
institutional  care  and  child  labor  laws  the  roles  the  civil  war  the  great
depression and people like charles loring brace played and the effects of this
event  on  society  features  include  a  table  of  contents  glossary  selected
bibliography links source notes and an index plus a timeline and essential
facts aligned to common core standards and correlated to state standards
essential library is an imprint of abdo publishing a division of abdo



Answers To Discussion Questions For Orphan Train

5 Answers To Discussion Questions For Orphan Train

this young readers edition of christina baker kline s 1 new york times bestselling
novel orphan train follows a twelve year old foster girl who forms an unlikely
bond with a ninety one year old woman adapted and condensed for a young
audience orphan train girl includes an author s note and archival photos from
the  orphan  train  era  this  book  is  especially  perfect  for  mother  daughter
reading groups molly ayer has been in foster care since she was eight years old
most of the time molly knows it s her attitude that s the problem but after being
shipped from one family to another she s had her fair share of adults treating
her like an inconvenience so when molly s forced to help an a wealthy elderly
woman clean out her attic for community service molly is wary but from the
moment they meet molly realizes that vivian isn t like any of the adults she s
encountered before vivian asks molly questions about her life and actually
listens to the answers soon molly sees they have more in common than she
thought vivian was once an orphan too an irish immigrant to new york city who
was put on a so called orphan train to the midwest with hundreds of other
children and she can understand better than anyone else the emotional binds
that have been making molly s life so hard together they not only clear boxes of
past mementos from vivian s attic but forge a path of friendship forgiveness
and new beginnings

lucy harold and david are orphans with no one to take care of them they are
living  on  the  city  streets  stealing  and  begging  for  food  to  survive  like
thousands of other unfortunate kids in the early 1900s when lucy and her little
brothers are welcomed into an orphanage they get clean clothes and warm
meals but the orphanage is overcrowded and groups of children are being
sent to the midwest on orphan trains this seems exciting at first but as the train
pulls  into stations the kids are paraded in front  of  farmers who pick and
choose which child they want to take home and rarely do sisters and brothers
stay together conveyed through poignant verse and moving full color paintings
this is a story of heartache and hope

many poor  immigrants  coming to  america  in  the  late  19th  and early  20th
centuries left poverty and oppression only to discover that conditions were not
much better in the new world orphanages could not hold all  the homeless
children beginning in 1854 charitable organizations in new york city began
sending orphans on trains to the west to find new families as the train made its
stops the children were lined up on courthouse lawns to be examined by
prospective families in a series of interviews with orphan train riders and their
descendants charlotte endorf shares their touching stories the last generation
of orphan train riders is still living in towns across the united states this book
was written so that this very important segment of american history would not
be lost



Answers To Discussion Questions For Orphan Train

6 Answers To Discussion Questions For Orphan Train

describes the people and events involved in the orphan trains the reader s
choices reveal the historical details from the perspectives of a new york city
newsboy a child trying to keep his siblings together and a child sent west on
the baby trains provided by publisher
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