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the  contributors  to  marriage  in  america  inspired  by  the  philosophy  of

communitarianism consider an extensive roster of innovative policies and practices

that are intended to promote a more supportive atmosphere for american marriages

a wide range of viewpoints are represented with essays by legal scholars social

scientists  public  policy  advocates  family  activists  and  government  program

administrators  visit  our  website  for  sample  chapters

in a landmark book that s intriguing and provocative and presents an original thesis

to explain this peculiar paradox we idealize marriage and yet we re so bad at it the

new york times andrew j cherlin s three decades of study have shown him that
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marriage in america is a social and political battlefield in a way that it isn t in other

developed countries americans marry and divorce more often and have more live in

partners than europeans and gay americans have more interest in legalizing same

sex marriage the difference comes from americans embrace of two contradictory

cultural ideals marriage a formal commitment to share one s life with another and

individualism which emphasizes personal choice and self development religion and

law in america reinforce both of these behavioral poles fueling turmoil in our family

life and heated debate in our public life cherlin s incisive diagnosis is an important

contribution to the debate and points the way to slowing down the partnership merry

go round

this is no time to run and hide america seems to be crumbling from within having

abandoned the judeo christian values that are the foundation of its culture our nation

in the eyes of many is going the way of the great civilizations of the past if our 250

year experiment in ordered liberty has really run its course is it time to recognize the

inevitable pack up our families and head for the hills hunkering down through the

dark days to come or is there hope for an american restoration tim goeglein and

craig osten battle hardened veterans of the culture wars know as well as anyone

that  the  decadence  is  undeniable  but  they  make  the  case  that  an  american

restoration is not only possible but probable if we act now the key is for christians to

engage with the culture not flee from it to be the salt and light that will renew it from

within that engagement must take place especially at the local level where real

spiritual  and  cultural  transformation  occurs  if  america  returns  to  its  spiritual

foundations the tumultuous times we live in will be nothing more than a bumpy

detour in our nation s history this book is a roadmap for the way back in this clear

eyed but  hopeful  guide to  restoration goeglein  and osten explain  how patriotic

americans with god s help can renew fifteen critical  components of our culture
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government will not provide the solutions we desperately need the solutions lie in

our churches our communities and our homes the light for our path is faith as that

light pierces the darkness america will experience a reawakening regeneration and

renewal
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