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old age is a time of losses permanent cumulative and irreversible these losses
include our loss of work in retirement the eclipse of our past our biological
decline dependency resulting from such decline the foreshortening of our
future the abandonment of belief in our own improvement and our society s
progress and of course our death this book views these losses as part of an
elegy of old age elegy is a poetic or prose mourning of loss sadness and other
emotions result with elegiac understanding we detach ourselves from these
losses to seek and find consolation this book is concerned with achieving
intellectual detachment through meditative reflection with the help of reading
and appreciating the classics the final stage of the old age elegy consolation
can be found at least in part within the classics the garlands of repose the
classics are broadly defined by matthew arnold as the best that has been
thought and said or found in the fine arts to benefit from the classis requires a
life long liberal education this education begins with an introduction to the
classics in youth makes use of them during our adult lives and supplies their
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conclusion for old age meditation such significant works enable us to place the
losses we suffer within an intellectual framework of perennial ideas it is by
means of such an intellectual framework that we secure consolation in old age
classic works familiarize us deeply with the losses and emotions we endure
suggest substitutes for the goods of the life we have lost in old age offer
opportunities of catharsis for the sadness we experience and help us transform
ourselves in old age classics help us see old age and its losses as part of a
complete life which hold a unique value of its own while remaining part of
larger nature processes history and intellectual traditions

the infrastructure of death is an undeniable part of urban life yet it is often
overlooked in the study of cities this book explores the intricate dynamics
between the living and the dead in six latin american cities bogota medellin
lima buenos aires quetzaltenango and cuenca drawing on more than a decade
of ethnographic research the author investigates how urban death
infrastructures such as cemeteries and spaces for the deceased are shaped by
rapid urbanization legacies of violence neoliberal policies and alternative
spiritual practices with a fresh global south perspective this unique
contribution will challenge the boundaries of death studies placing the
infrastructure of death at the heart of urban life
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the handbook will address a range of issues that have emerged out of recent
social and political theory it will focus on key themes as opposed to schools of
thought or major theorists each chapter is an emerging cutting edge topic that
is of interest both to social theory and to political theory most topics will have a
clear and substantive focus on social or political problems

elina gertsman s multifaceted study introduces readers to the imagery and
texts of the dance of death an extraordinary subject that first emerged in
western european art and literature in the late medieval era conceived from
the start as an inherently public image simultaneously intensely personal and
widely accessible the medieval dance of death proclaimed the inevitability of
death and declared the futility of human ambition gertsman inquires into the
theological socio historic literary and artistic contexts of the dance of death
exploring it as a site of interaction between text image and beholder pulling
together a wide variety of sources and drawing attention to those images that
have slipped through the cracks of the art historical canon gertsman examines
the visual textual aural pastoral and performative discourses that informed the
creation and reception of the dance of death and proposes different modes of
viewing for several paintings each of which invited the beholder to participate
in an active kinesthetic experience
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