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most people in the united states today no longer live their lives under the guidance of
local institutionalized religious leadership such as rabbis ministers and priests rather
liberals and conservatives alike have taken charge of their own religious or spiritual
practices this shift along with other social and cultural changes has opened up a
perhaps surprising space for chaplains spiritual professionals who usually work with
the endorsement of a religious community but do that work away from its
immediate hierarchy ministering in a secular institution such as a prison the military
or an airport to an ever changing group of clients of widely varying faiths and beliefs
in @ ministry of presence winnifred fallers sullivan explores how chaplaincy works in
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the united states and in particular how it sits uneasily at the intersection of law and
religion spiritual care and government regulation responsible for ministering to the
wandering souls of the globalized economy the chaplain works with a clientele often
unmarked by a specific religious identity and does so on behalf of a secular institution
like a hospital sullivan s examination of the sometimes heroic but often deeply
ambiguous work yields fascinating insights into contemporary spiritual life the
politics of religious freedom and the never ending negotiation of religion s place in
american institutional life

at the heart of the role of chaplaincy is presence this manual designed for new
chaplains explores four dimensions of presence 1 as the chaplain is present to him
herself with compassion and awareness and 2 is present to the presence with
sensitivity and authenticity he she then 3 moves outward to others with simple skillful
means to help lighten their loads in life and 4 helps others to connect more deeply to
the presence in ways that serve their highest good this is part training manual part
memoir part prayer book and part self care handbook the author provides practical
suggestions for pastoral support and prayer with others offers bits of wisdom to apply
in one s ministry and uses stories from his pastoral work in detention and hospital
ministries to provide concrete examples of ways to apply these ideas additionally this
book is meant to help the chaplain nurture his her own soul through self care and
prayer

the greatest asset which people in pastoral care offer in a caring relationship is
themselves or to be more precise the aspects of self which they have reflected upon
offering oneself to other people in order to provide companionship along the road of
life especially when the particular stage on the journey is one of anticipated or actual
loss is an act which is both challenging and yet potentially life enhancing for a carer
the purpose of this book is to offer an aid to those who seek to understand
themselves better with a view to enhancing the quality of spiritual and pastoral care
they offer here the reference point for reflexivity is the caring relationship yet as we
are fundamentally the same beings in personal and professional relationships readers
may also find stimulus to reflect on what they bring to a variety of relationships
including that with the sacred and indeed themselves

ministry of presence speaks to the heart of chaplaincy it deals with the history and
definition of chaplaincy as well as the chaplain s call to ministry and relationship to
his church specific challenges within the framework of chaplain ministry such as
pluralism prayer and proselytizing are also addressed ministry of presence would
easily fit in the library of those already in the chaplaincy chaplain candidates who are
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preparing for ministry or anyone who is interested in learning about chaplaincy the
principles presented are not simply theory but have been born out of the context of
whit s experience and practicing what he preaches his insights will encourage and
challenge anyone seeking to minister from a biblical perspective in any venue of
chaplaincy

this book examines the services that chaplains provide to dying patients and the
unique relationship that palliative care staff construct with people at the end of life it
explores the nature of hope when faced with the inevitable and develops a theory of
spiritual care rooted in relationship that has implications for all healthcare
professionals

few areas in life have experienced the rapid pace of change that has been the
experience of health care it s an area where nothing feels safe and everything is
threatened with reexamination and redefinition accompanying this situation is a new
appreciation for the human spirit and the gift of things spiritual including the soul of
the work place addressing this situation is a vital new book health care and
spirituality listening assessing caring an anthology of the human predicament the
health care professional s story and the health care work place health care and
spirituality explores this area that is continually being introduced to new treatments
new challenges new people new regulations new expectations and new time limits

with all the career options in social work and human services the right path or the
best place to start may seem difficult to find many paths one purpose identifies
fifteen different career tracks in social work and human services and presents
testimonials from professionals in each track this comprehensive resource will be
invaluable to individuals considering a career in social work or human services and
those already in the profession
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