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timely and controversial a bed for the night reveals how humanitarian organizations trying to bring relief in an ever more violent and dangerous world
are often betrayed and misused and have increasingly lost sight of their purpose drawing on first hand reporting from hot war zones around the world
bosnia rwanda congo kosovo sudan and most recently afghanistan david rieff shows us what humanitarian aid workers do in the field and the growing
gap between their noble ambitions and their actual capabilities for alleviating suffering tracing the origins of major humanitarian organizations such as
the international committee of the red cross doctors without borders and care he describes how many of them have moved from their founding principle
of neutrality which gave them access to victims to encouraging the international community to take action to stop civil wars and ethnic cleansing rieff
demonstrates how this advocacy has come at a high price by overreaching the humanitarian movement has allowed itself to be hijacked by the major
powers sometimes to become a fig leaf for actions that major powers take in their own national interests as in afghanistan sometimes for their inaction as
in bosnia and rwanda with the exception of cases of genocide where the moral imperative to act overrides all other considerations rieff contends that if
humanitarian organisations are to continue doing what they do best alleviating suffering they must remain independent



A Bed For The Night Humanitarianism In Crisis

years of tremendous growth in response to complex emergencies have left a mark on the humanitarian sector various matters that once seemed settled
are now subjects of intense debate what is humanitarianism is it limited to the provision of relief to victims of conflict or does it include broader
objectives such as human rights democracy promotion development and peacebuilding for much of the last century the principles of humanitarianism
were guided by neutrality impartiality and independence more recently some humanitarian organizations have begun to relax these tenets the recognition
that humanitarian action can lead to negative consequences has forced humanitarian organizations to measure their effectiveness to reflect on their
ethical positions and to consider not only the values that motivate their actions but also the consequences of those actions in the indispensable
humanitarianism in question michael barnett and thomas g weiss bring together scholars from a variety of disciplines to address the humanitarian
identity crisis including humanitarianism s relationship to accountability great powers privatization and corporate philanthropy warlords and the ethical
evaluations that inform life and death decision making during and after emergencies

humanitarian protection has evolved from an act of charity into a legal obligation not to remove certain categories of non nationals

written with both the new humanitarian worker and the experienced veteran in mind the book deals in turn with the main stages of a humanitarian
assignment it deals with safety and security in the field staying healthy managing stress coping with the trauma of others and dealing with returning
home at the end of an assignment

humanitarian intervention invariably rubs shoulders with politics albeit awkwardly and sometimes even with tragic results tensions between them take
many forms ranging from different assessments of the extent or even the existence of a crisis to claims that humanitarian assistance is not saving
innocent lives but sustaining politico military forces or to the conclusion that the constraints upon them compel aid agencies to withdraw from the area
of operation completely whether to ensure the safety of their own staff or because they believe that their integrity is unacceptably compromised by
staying development and humanitarianism addresses these and other dilemmas that aid agencies face in interpreting the principles of humanitarianism in
contexts where they risk being manipulated by political agendas the contributors have extensive experience as frontline aid workers agency policy
makers academics and researchers and professional consultants around the world like every book in the development in practice readers series
development and humanitarianism draws on the contents of the acclaimed international journal development in practice and includes an annotated
resource list of recent publications relevant journals organizations and websites presenting a cutting edge guide to thinking and action other contributors
gretchen alther andrew bonwick julia buckmaster udan fernando dorothea hilhorst jonathan makuwira vanessa pupavac volker schimmel astri suhrke
frank james tester martha thompson and suzanne williams

multilateralism under challenge explores the performance and future of multilateral approaches and institutions with reference to major global problems

2 A Bed For The Night Humanitarianism In Crisis



A Bed For The Night Humanitarianism In Crisis

such as terrorism weapons of mass destruction hiv aids environmental sustainability economic justice human rights and humanitarian assistance

includes statistical tables and graphs

in post conflict situations the success of humanitarian efforts is closely linked to the effectiveness of multilateral disarmament efforts and both would
benefit from a greater understanding of human security issues this publication sets out case studies of humanitarian approaches that have had or could
have a positive impact on disarmament processes cases studies included cover negotiations on anti personnel mines explosive remnants of war erw and
small arms as well as emerging issues relating to gender and human security

this multivolume encyclopedia includes articles on countries regions and ethnic groups themes involving social history demography family life politics

economics religion thought education science and technology and culture and events such as major wars

this work presents an approach to human rights which goes beyond the traditional focus on states and outlines the human rights obligations of non state
actors it finishes with examples of how they can be held legally accountable for their actions in various jurisdictions
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