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examining every aspect of the culture from antiquity to the founding of constantinople in the early byzantine era this thoroughly cross
referenced and fully indexed work is written by an international group of scholars this encyclopedia is derived from the more broadly
focused encyclopedia of greece and the hellenic tradition the highly praised two volume work newly edited by nigel wilson this single
volume reference provides a comprehensive and authoritative guide to the political cultural and social life of the people and to the
places ideas periods and events that defined ancient greece

hellenism is the living culture of the greek speaking peoples and has a continuing history of more than 3 500 years the encyclopedia
of greece and the hellenictradition contains approximately 900 entries devoted to people places periods events and themes examining
every aspect of that culture from the bronze age to the present day the focus throughout is on the greeks themselves and the
continuities within their own cultural tradition language and religion are perhaps the most obvious vehicles of continuity but there
have been many others law taxation gardens music magic education shipping and countless other elements have all played their part
in maintaining this unique culture today greek arts have blossomed again greece has taken its place in the european union greeks
control a substantial proportion of the world s merchant marine and greek communities in the united states australia and south africa
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have carried the hellenic tradition throughout the world this is the first reference work to embrace all aspects of that tradition in every
period of its existence

the collections of the advocates library with the exception of its legal books and manuscripts were given by the advocates to the
national library of scotland in 1925

much attention has been devoted in recent years to christian asceticism in late antiquity but christianity did not introduce asceticism
to the ancient world an underlying theme of this fascinating study of pagan asceticism is that much of the work on christian holy men
has ignored earlier manifestations of asceticism in antiquity and the way roman society confronted it accordingly james francis turns
to the second century the balmy late afternoon of rome s classical empire when the conflict between asceticism and authority
reached a turning point francis begins with the emperor marcus aurelius 121 180 who warned in his meditations against display ing
oneself as a man keen to impress others with a reputation for asceticism or beneficence the stoic aurelius saw ascetic self discipline
as a virtue but one to be exercised in moderation like other roman aristocrats of his day he perceived practitioners of ostentatious
physical asceticism as a threat to prevailing nhorms and the established order prophecy sorcery miracle working charismatic leadership
expressions of social discontent and advocacy of alternative values regarding wealth property marriage and sexuality were the issues
provoking the controversy if aurelius defined the acceptable limits of ascetical practice then the poet lucian depicted the threat
ascetics were perceived to pose to the social status quo through his biting satire in an eye opening analysis of philostratus s life of
apollonius of tyana francis shows how roman society reined in its deviant ascetics by rehabilitating them into pillars of traditional
values celsus s true doctrine shows how the views pagans held of their own ascetics influenced their negative view of christianity
finally francis points out striking parallels between the conflict over pagan asceticism and its christian counterpart by treating pagan
asceticism seriously in its own right francis establishes the context necessary for understanding the great flowering of asceticism in
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