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yookoso continuing with contemporary japanese is the second volume of a two volume series for beginning japanese courses based on modern principles

of second language acquisition yookoso was the first beginning japanese text to integrate the teaching of all four language skills listening speaking

reading and writing and offer a full complement of ancillary materials in this text grammar is treated as a tool for developing the ability to
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communicate in japanese rather than as a focal point the rich illustration program including photographs line drawings and realia provides an attractive

context for language learning

this encyclopedia covers culture from the end of the imperialist period in 1945 right up to date to reflect the vibrant nature of contemporary japanese

society and culture

the routledge companion to contemporary japanese social theory breaks new ground in providing a detailed systematic appraisal of the major traditions

of social theory prominent in japan today from theories of identity and individualization to globalization studies the volume introduces readers to the

rich diversity of social theoretical critique in contemporary japanese social theory the editors have brought together some of the most influential japanese

social scientists to assess current trends in japanese social theory including kazuhisa nishihara aiko kashimura masahiro ogino yumiko ehara and

kiyomitsu yui the volume also contains dialogues with these japanese contributors from authoritative western social theorists including among others axel

honneth roland robertson bryan s turner charles lemert and anthony elliott to reflect on such developments the result is an exciting powerful set of

intellectual exchanges the book introduces contextualizes and critiques social theories in the broader context of japanese society culture and politics with

particular emphasis upon japanese engagements and revisions of major traditions of social thought divided into two sections the book surveys traditions

of social thought in japanese social science and presents the major social issues facing contemporary japan the book will appeal to students and scholars

of sociology social theory critical theory psychoanalysis risk gender studies feminist studies self and identity studies media studies and cultural studies

communicative and comprehension vocabulary and scripts exercises

yookoso is the first volume of a two volume series for beginning and intermediate japanese employing an eclectic approach based on modern principles

of second language acquisition it is the first beginning japanese text to integrate the teaching of all four linguistic skills each chapter contains listening

speaking reading and writing exercises of various types all japanese language material after the introductory section is written in natural kanamajiri style

with furigana and 175 kanji are presented for active master grammar is treated as a tool for developing communication skills not as the focal point of

the text and the chapters are organized in a way that accommodates many different teaching and learning styles brief english descriptions of

contemporary and traditional japanese culture each related to the theme of the chapter provide a context for language learning and the illustrations

including photographs line drawings and realia enhance student interest and serve as starting points for classroom exercises in addition yookoso is

unique in having a full set of ancillary materials audio and video tapes a student workbook and laboratory manual software to be announced and an

instructor s manual with test bank and tapescript
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this book introduces six key influential feminist activists from japan s contemporary feminist movement and examines japanese women s experience of

and contribution to the international metoo movement set against a backdrop of pervasive sexual inequality in japanese society on a scale that makes

japan an outlier in asia as well as the rest of the advanced democratic world this book offers a snapshot of japan s contemporary feminist movement

and the issues it faces including primarily sexual violence and harassment of women and girls the six feminist activists interviewed to create this

snapshot all work toward eradicating sexual violence against women and girls they are kitahara minori instigator of the flower demo and public

commentator yamamoto jun activist for sex crime law amendments nitō yumeno advocate for sexually exploited girls tsunoda yukiko feminist lawyer

mitsui mariko former politician and current activist and yang ching ja comfort women activist

making jazz in contemporary japan a passionate search for self expression explores the ways in which japanese jazz musicians express themselves

through their art not to japanize jazz but to assert one s creativity passion and capacity for self expression establishing it as an art form with its own

sense of musicality and cultural social and economic concerns this ethnographic survey contextualizes a shift in the japanese jazz world over the last 30

years what once was a culture dependent on the american influence is now a thriving local scene creating a wide variety of original transnational

compositions based on digital and physical observations and extensive interviews with nearly three dozen japanese professional jazz musicians while

featuring portraits of well known artists this empirical investigation into how where and why jazz is performed opens doors to touch on culturally

sensitive and taboo topics such as gender sexuality and indigenization suited for readers in global jazz studies and cultural study programs alike this

book is a timely sociological consideration of the japanese jazz diaspora a necessary update to break free of established tropes and clichés envisioning

japanese artists as mere imitators

this book explores the emergence and growth of zen as a non monastic spiritual practice in modern japan focusing on several prominent lay zen

associations most notably ningen zen it explores different aspects of lay zen as a lived religion such as organization ideology and ritual through a

combined approach utilizing buddhist text historical sources and ethnographic fieldwork it explains how laypeople have appropriated religious authority

and tailored zen teachings to fit their needs and the zeitgeist featuring the findings of three years of fieldwork interviews and archival research the book

comprehensively describes various zen practices and explores their contemporary meaning and functions it undermines the distinction between traditional

or established buddhism and the so called new religions emphasizing instead the dynamic relations between tradition and interpretation written in

accessible language and offering insightful analysis this book brings to light the essential role of lay zen associations in modernizing zen within japan

and beyond it will be of interest to scholars and students of religious studies particularly those studying buddhism japanese society and culture

a z format thematic entry list in text cross references and comprehensive index to guide users around the book suggestions for further reading to aid

study
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the first edition of yookoso an invitation to contemporary japanese was warmly and enthusiastically received by japanese language instructors not only in

north america but also abroad the preliminary chapters entitled getting started were a first edition feature that many instructors and students found

especially useful and effective for their introductory japanese courses in response to this positive response we have revised and expanded these

preliminary chapters as a primer to introduce learners to the japanese language providing them with a basic foundation for learning japanese yookoso

getting started with japanese has been developed according to two basic premises 1 proficient communication in the second language is the goal of

foreign language instruction and 2 the primary function of language is to allow people to communicate interact and negotiate meaning yookoso getting

started with japanese provides a starting point for oral and written communication and helps students to develop proficiency in the four language skills

of listening speaking reading and writing as well as in cultural awareness with this emphasis on interaction in the classroom students enjoy learning

japanese the yookoso materials and approach have been extensively tested with beginning students of japanese in our experience students become

proficient in japanese more quickly using the yookoso approach the flexible framework of the yookoso materials accommodates various approaches to

language teaching and different learning styles

decentralized policymaking power in japan had developed under the reign of the liberal democratic party ldp yet in the1990s institutional changes

fundamentally altered japan s political landscape tomohito shinoda tracks these developments in the operation of and tensions between japan s political

parties and the public s behavior in elections as well as in the government s ability to coordinate diverse policy preferences and respond to political

crises the selection of junichiro koizumi an anti mainstream politician as prime minister in 2001 initiated a power shift to the democratic party of japan

dpj and ended ldp rule shinoda details these events and prime minister koizumi s use of them to practice strong policymaking leadership he also

outlines the institutional initiatives introduced by the dpj government and their impact on policymaking illustrating the importance of balanced

centralized institutions and bureaucratic support
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