Yokohama Street Life The Precarious Career Of A Japanese Day Laborer
Asiaworld

Men of UncertaintyYokohama Street LifeJapan's UnderclassA Man with No TalentsSan'ya BluesJapan-Manchoukuo Year Book ...The
Gospel in All LandsThe Japan Daily MailThe Other JapanLilies Of The FieldMission News of the A.B.C.F.M. in JapanThe Japan Daily
MailThe Missionary HeraldHarper's WeeklyHouse documentsJapan QuarterlyBiennial Report of the Bureau of Labor Statistics of
California for the Years ...Japan Times. Weekly EditionPoverty and the Japanese StateStruggle and Purpose in Postwar Japanese
Unionism Tom Gill Tom Gill Hideo Aoki Shird Oyama Edward Fowler E. Patricia Tsurumi Sophie Day John Bonner California. Bureau of
Labor Statistics Deborah Joy Milly Michael H. Gibbs

Men of Uncertainty Yokohama Street Life Japan's Underclass A Man with No Talents San'ya Blues Japan-Manchoukuo Year Book ...
The Gospel in All Lands The Japan Daily Mail The Other Japan Lilies Of The Field Mission News of the A.B.C.F.M. in Japan The Japan
Daily Mail The Missionary Herald Harper's Weekly House documents Japan Quarterly Biennial Report of the Bureau of Labor Statistics
of California for the Years ... Japan Times. Weekly Edition Poverty and the Japanese State Struggle and Purpose in Postwar Japanese
Unionism Tom Gill Tom Gill Hideo Aoki Shiré Oyama Edward Fowler E. Patricia Tsurumi Sophie Day John Bonner California. Bureau of
Labor Statistics Deborah Joy Milly Michael H. Gibbs

men of uncertainty presents an unknown side of japanese society the world of japan s day laborers hiiyatoi rodosha the urban labor
markets where these men gather to find work yoseba and the cheap lodging districts where many of them live doya gai nearly every
major japanese city has a yoseba these are centers of proletariat culture in the heart of the postindustrial metropolis similar in many
ways to the prewar american skid row within these districts day laborers tend to live outside the two dominant institutions of
contemporary japanese society the nuclear family and the company focusing mainly on the day laboring district of yokohama and with
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extensive comparative ethnography from five other cities author tom gill finds a society of men who have opted out of the regular
communal way of life this book details their libertarian egalitarian lifestyle oriented to the present yet colored by an awareness that in
japan today being a yoseba man usually means exclusion from mainstream society absence of family life and a career that can easily
lead to homelessness and an early death on the street

yokohama street life the precarious career of a japanese day laborer is a one man ethnography tracing the career of a single japanese
day laborer called kimitsu from his wartime childhood in the southern island of kyushu through a brief military career to a lifetime spent
working on the docks and construction sites of tokyo osaka and yokohama kimitsu emerges as a unique voice from the japanese
ghetto a self educated philosopher whose thoughts on life in the slums on post war japanese society and on more abstract intellectual
concerns are conveyed in a series of conversations with british anthropologist tom gill whose friendship with kimitsu spans more than
two decades for kimitsu as for many of his fellow day laborers at the bottom of japanese society offers none of the comforting
distractions of marriage family life or a long term career in a settled workplace it leads him through existential philosophy towards
buddhist mysticism as he fills the time between days of hard manual labor with visits to second hand bookshops in search of
enlightenment the book also portrays kimitsu s living environment a yokohama slum district called kotobuki kotobuki is a doya gai a
slum inhabited mainly by men somewhat similar to the skid row districts that used to be common in american cities traditionally these
men have earned a basic living by working as day laborers but the decline in employment opportunities has forced many of them into
welfare dependence or homelessness kimitsu s life and thought are framed by an account of the changing way of life in kotobuki a
place that has gradually been transformed from a casual laboring market to a large shambolical welfare center in kotobuki the national
japanese issues of an aging workforce and economic decline set in much earlier than elsewhere leading to a dramatic illustration of
the challenges facing the japanese welfare state

condemned by economic forces and the prejudices of others to remain forever in the underclass the homeless and day laborers in
present day affluent japan struggle to survive in its cities japan s underclass provides a poignant portrait of the conditions endured by
these people whether they can find work at all and the nature of any available work determines their fate the book examines men who
die on the streets the efforts of volunteers officialdom s lack of understanding and of passers by pointing at these individuals to show
their children where failure will lead japan s underclass shows how it is not personal failure but a variety of economic and life
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circumstances that has propelled these people into the underclass

san ya tokyo s largest day laborer quarter and the only one with lodgings had been oyama shiro s home for 12 years when he took up
his pen and began writing about his life as a resident of tokyo s most notorious neighborhood in this fascinating book he portrays
himself as an outsider both from mainstream society and from his adopted home

over the years edward fowler an american academic became a familiar presence in san ya a run down neighborhood in northeastern
tokyo working as a day laborer himself fowler kept a diary of his experiences the resulting oral histories juxtaposed with fowler s
narrative and diary entries bring to life a community on the margins of contemporary japan

includes sections who s who and business directory
first published in 1988 routledge is an imprint of taylor francis an informa company

the individuals examined here are prepared to try to do without arrangements for their own reproduction through time rather than
enmesh themselves in a politically coercive world where they can only find a place as dependents the authors consider the multiple
political uses to which these cultural attitudes have been put both by the people immediately concerned and also by more powerful
others
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