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this compendium of world religions serves as a valuable reference work for
layman and scholar the authors devoted several years in researching analyzing
and organizing this work their research involved extensive travel and combing
through volumes of manuscripts and conversations with the converts of various
religions the material is presented in an unbiased and objective manner that
allows the reader to easily compare the teachings of a particular religion with
their faith furthermore the material is organized systematically enabling the reader
to easily navigate the principal tenants of each religion along with the theological
and philosophical foundations the authors present in logical sequence the
historical social and cultural backgrounds that influenced the development of each
religion accuracy and authenticity are hallmarks of this work the compendium has
served as a basic textbook in college classes for over a decade and has stood
the scrutiny of students and scholars one is drawn into the work largely due to
the clarity of thought and readability of the material it is rare to find a work of
this nature that lends itself useful to student and scholar this work will serve

student and instructor well in the study of world religions

world religions in practice introduces five of the world s great religions hinduism
buddhism judaism christianity and islam and explores how they are lived and
expressed in custom ritual and symbol a major new textbook exploring the world
s great religions through their customs rituals and everyday practices by focusing
on this lived experience it goes beyond many traditional introductions to religious
studies adopts a directly comparative approach to develop a greater
understanding of the nature of religion each chapter engages with an individual
theme such as birth death food pilgrimage and ethics to illustrate how religious
practices are expressed broadens students understanding by offering an impartial
discussion of the similarities and differences between each religion includes
chapter by chapter opening themes and summaries and will be accompanied by a
website at blackwellpublishing com gwynne featuring additional resources and

study questions

the book deals with current issues of the study of religion as an academic
discipline especially cognitive anthropological and sociological research of religious
thought and behaviour publikace pojednovo o aktuolnoch problomech
religionistiky jako akademicko disciplony zejmona pak o kognitivhom

antropologickom a sociologickom vozkumu nobooenskoho myoleno a chovono

this comprehensive guide offers an unrivalled introduction to recent work in the

study of religion from the religious traditions of asia and the west to new forms
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of religion and spirituality such as new age with an historical introduction to each
religion and detailed analysis of its place in the modern world religions in the
modern world is ideal for newcomers to the study of religion it incorporates case
studies and anecdotes text extracts chapter menus and end of chapter summaries
glossaries and annotated further reading sections topics covered include religion
colonialism and postcolonialism religious nationalism women and religion religion

and globalization religion and authority the rise of new spiritualities

the fourth edition of world religions in america continues its lauded tradition of
providing students with reliable and nuanced information about america s religious
diversity while also reflecting new developments and ideas each chapter was
updated to reflect important changes and events and current statistics and
information new features include a timeline of key events and people for each
tradition sidebars on major movements or controversies personal stories from
members of various faiths a theme based organization of subjects more subheads
three new chapters exploring america s increasing religious diversity and

suggestions for further study

this book is the first in a projected series of books which the institute of islamic
thought in bangladesh intends to publish as educational aids to the young who
have to rely on publications by non muslims for knowledge about culture and
civilisation these publications discuss matters from an angle which is often anti
islamic and sometimes distort history by suppressing facts about islamic society in
order to justify their assertions a muslim student who reads them unthinkingly is
apt to develop attitudes towards his own culture which at best can be described
as apologetic the programme that we have embarked upon in concert with the
international institute of islamic thought in the usa is designed to provide an
alternative what dr syed sajjad husain has attempted in the present book is to
analyse different religious cultures in an islamic perspective focusing on the
differences and affinities if any between islam and other religions we hope the
book will prove a useful primer to those interested in comparative religion and

help correct many errors

this comprehensive study of the intersection of death and religion offers a unique
look at how religious people approach death in the twenty first century previous
scholarship has largely focused on traditional beliefs and paid little attention to
how religious traditions evolve in relation to their changing social context
employing a sociological approach death and religion in a changing world

describes how people from a wide variety of faiths draw on and adapt traditional
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beliefs and practices as they deal with death in modern societies the book
includes coverage of newly emerging social and religious phenomena that are only
just beginning to be analyzed by religion scholars such as public shrines the role
of the media spiritual bereavement groups and the use of the internet in death

practices

keys to understanding our shrinking world a generation ago almost everyone a
christian encountered went to church or at least knew he or she should today
with the world at america s doorstep evangelical christians more than ever need
to understand their neighbors and their changing beliefs the compact guide to
world religions is a complete easy to use handbook of the origins basic beliefs
and evangelistic challenges and opportunities of the world s major religions in

clear easy to use chapters and charts

the religions book clearly and simply explains all of the important information
about the world s major and many minor religions in an easy to access format
using easy to follow graphics and artworks succinct quotations and thoroughly
accessible text the religions book explores the beliefs that underpin religious
traditions around the globe and how they developed from primal beliefs to the
world s great faiths and the continuing quest for spiritual meaning in our complex
world the religions book gets to the heart of what it means to believe in god and
religion s place in society the religions book includes a dedicated section for each
of the world s five major faiths islam christianity judaism buddhism and hinduism
primal beliefs ancient and classical mythology and new religions brief biographies
and context boxes to give the full historical context of selected religions through
clear and concise summaries graphics and quotations the religions book will help
even the complete novice understand the ideas behind faiths and the place of

religion in the world

this book aims to examine and critically analyse the role that religion has and
should have in the public and legal sphere the main purpose of the book is to
explain why religion on the whole should not be tolerated in a tolerant liberal
democracy and to describe exactly how it should not be tolerated mainly by
addressing legal issues the main arguments of the book are first that as a general
rule illiberal intolerance should not be tolerated secondly that there are meaningful
unique links between religion and intolerance and between holding religious beliefs
and holding intolerant views and ultimately acting upon these views and thirdly
that the religiosity of a legal claim is normally a reason although not necessarily a

prevailing one not to accept that claim
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series title in part also at head of t p bibliography p 573 595

religion in the 21st century is a phenomenon that cannot be taken for granted
and is undergoing transformations that present us with new challenges both from
a scholarly and societal perspective the nuanced and multifaceted way in which
these features are analyzed in this book should be welcomed by all who are
interested and concerned with the role of religion on the contemporary scene the
combination of accessible scholarship and challenging positions makes this a book
for everyone who is interested in religion in the secularized parts of the world the
volume contributes to an understanding of how it is not after all a contradiction to
be both fully modern and religious jan olav henriksen norwegian school of

theology oslo norway

what is the role of religion in society in the wake of september 11 public
intellectuals provided easy answers according to some religion was the problem
others commented religion was the solution generally public debate about the
force of religion in society has been organized by either or propositions religion is
a force for either freedom or bondage for either peace or war for either mutual
recognition or antagonistic polarization analysis of religion and social change has
also tended to be framed in terms of oppositions that inform research agendas
and public policy in this book authors from south africa the united states of

america the netherlands and germany test these oppositions

peter b clarke s in depth account explores the innovative character of new
religious movements and new forms of spirituality from a global vantage point
ranging from north america and europe to japan latin america south asia africa
and the caribbean it is the perfect introduction to nrms such as falun gong aum
shirikyo the brahma kumaris the ikhwan or muslim brotherhood sufism the
engaged buddhist and engaged hindi movements messianic judaism and
rastafarianism charting the cultural significance and global impact of nrms he
discusses the ways in which various religious traditions are shaping rather than
displacing each other s understanding of notions such as transcendence and faith
good and evil of the meaning purpose and function of religion and of religious
belonging he then examines the responses of governments churches the media
and general public to new religious movements as well as the reaction to older
increasingly influential religions such as buddhism and islam in new geographical
and cultural contexts taking into account the degree of continuity between old
and new religions each chapter contains not only an account of the rise of the

nrms and new forms of spirituality in a particular region but also an overview of
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change in the regions mainstream religions
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