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a megalomaniacal ringmaster caribaldi has a fixed idea he must teach his troupe a juggler a tightrope dancer a lion tamer and a clown to play
schubert s trout quintet a serene goal in the midst of a cacaphony of one night stands laws of gravity fate and the vagaries of human nature not one
of caribaldi s motley crew wants to play not one is suited to his or her instrument

the book s primary emphasis is on bernhard s later fiction but it also explicates the early texts of the 1960s and 1970s the book makes use of insights
from recent approaches to fiction that pay attention to what can be termed narrative dynamics earlier studies of bernhard have tended to remain
within the descriptive framework established in narrative studies of the 1950s and 1960s this book views bernhard s prose works from a more
nuanced vantage point book jacket

thomas bernhard one of the most distinct celebrated and perverse of 20th century writers took his own life in 1989 perhaps the greatest austrian
writer of the 20th century bernhard s vision in novels like cutting timber was relentlessly bleak and comically nihilistic his prose is torrential and
his stlye unmistakable bernhard is the missing link between kafka beckett michel houellebecq and lars von trier without bernhard the literature of
alienation and self contempt would be bereft of its great practitioner cutting timber an irritation is widely recognised as his masterpiece over the
course of a few hours following a performance of ibsen s the wild duck we are in the company of the auersbergers and our narrator who never once
leaves the relative comfort of his wing backed chair where he sips at a glass of champagne as they anticpate the arrival of the star actor and the
commencement of dinner the narrator of cutting timber dismantles the hollow pretentiousness at the heart of the austrian bourgeoisie the effect is
devastating the horror only redeemed by the humour

lrb bookshop s author of the month one of the guardian s best books of 2019 if you haven t read bernhard you will not know of the most radical
advance in fiction since joyce my advice dive in lucy ellmann i absolutely love bernhard he is one of the darkest and funniest writers a must read
for everybody karl ove knausgaard mid century austria three aspiring concert pianists wertheimer glenn gould and the narrator have dedicated their
lives to achieving the status of a virtuoso but one day two of them overhear gould playing bach s goldberg variations and his incomparable genius
instantly destroys them both they are forced to abandon their musical ambitions wertheimer over a tortured process of disintegration that sees him
becoming obsessed with both writing and his own sister with whom he has a quasi incestuous relationship culminating in death and the narrator
instantly retreating into obscurity to write a book that he periodically destroys and restarts written as a monologue in one remarkable unbroken
paragraph thomas bernhard s dazzling meditation on failure genius and fame is a radical new reading experience musical paralysing raging and
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inimitable

one of the darkest and funniest writers a must read for everybody karl ove knausgaard after a severe illness the unnamed narrator of correction
returns to austria to sift through the writings of his childhood friend roithamer a brilliant but tormented scientist the self exiled son of a wealthy
family roithamer dedicates his unexpected inheritance to an impossible vision constructing a perfect cone in the remote kobernausser forest his
pursuit of perfection spirals into obsession pushing him toward inevitable tragedy thomas bernhard s masterwork of precision and intensity
correction is a haunting meditation on genius madness and the cost of human intellect

lrb bookshop s author of the month one of the guardian s best books of 2019 with a new afterword by geoff dyer if you haven t read bernhard you
will not know of the most radical advance in fiction since joyce my advice dive in lucy ellmann i absolutely love bernhard he is one of the darkest
and funniest writers a must read for everybody karl ove knausgaard franz josef murau is the intellectual black sheep of a powerful austrian land
owning family he now lives in rome in self imposed exile surrounded by a coterie of artistic and intellectual friends on returning from his sister s
wedding on the family estate of wolfsegg having resolved never to go home again murau receives a telegram informing him of the death of his
parents and brother in a car crash not only must he now go back he must do so as the master of wolfsegg and he must decide its fate the summit of
thomas bernhard s artistic genius mesmerising addictive explosively tragicomic extinction is a landmark of post war literature newly illuminated by
geoff dyer s afterword

a walk with a friend unspools a far ranging darkly comic philosophical dialogue in this novella by one of the masters of contemporary european
fiction george steiner with celebrated novels such as the loser woodcutters and extinction austrian author thomas bernhard cemented his reputation as
one of the century s most gifted writers though he is favorably compared with franz kafka and samuel beckett it is only in recent years that he has
gained a devoted cult following in america newsday a powerful compact novella walking provides a perfect introduction to the absurd dark and
uncommonly comic world of thomas bernhard showing a preoccupation with themes illness and madness isolation tragic friendships that would
obsess bernhard throughout his career walking records the conversations of the unnamed narrator and his friend oehler while they walk discussing
anything that comes to mind but always circling back to their mutual friend karrer who has gone irrevocably mad walking is a beautifully realized
penetrating meditation on the impossibility of truly thinking

thomas bernhard 1931 1989 a literary figure of international acclaim and arguably austria s greatest post world war ii writer became the first of his
generation to expose unrelentingly his country s pathological denial of complicity in the holocaust bernhard s writings and indeed his own biography
reflect austria s fraught efforts to define itself as a nation following the collapse of the habsburg monarchy and the trauma of world war ii repeatedly
he scandalized the nation with novels plays and public statements that exposed the convoluted ways austrians were attempting to come to terms with
their nazi past or defiantly avoiding doing so this book the first comprehensive biography of thomas bernhard in english examines his life and work
and their intricate relationship to austria s geographical political and cultural transformations in the twentieth century while bernhard was the
scourge of his native culture honegger explains he was also a product of that same culture appreciation of his controversial impact on his society is
possible only through an understanding of the contradictions the shame and the achievements that mark austrians self perception in the postwar
years honegger shows that for bernhard the theater was not only a profession but also a paradigm for his life and that performance was the primary
force animating his writing and self construction even after his death bernhard s carefully constructed biography continues to fascinate shock and
expose the austrian culture at large

this critical survey of thomas bernhard s novels highlights a recurring theme of three in bernard s work thomas j cousineau argues that each of
bernhard s novels although firmly anchored in austrian history emerges from an archetypal story involving three figures protagonist scapegoat and
author

new essays by leading scholars on major aspects of the most significant austrian writer of the postwar generation

bernhard im Überblick es gibt nur wenige schriftsteller bei denen das literarische vokabular und die individuelle formulierung eine solche bedeutung
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erlangt wie bei thomas bernhard die vorliegende arbeit bietet eine einführung in das gesamte publizierte werk des autors die literarischen texte
bernhards werden im einzelnen aber auch im werkzusammenhang vorgestellt

the playwright and novelist thomas bernhard was one of the most widely translated and admired writers of his generation winner of the three most
coveted literary prizes in germany gargoyles one of his earliest novels is a singular surreal study of the nature of humanity one morning a doctor
and his son set out on daily rounds through the grim mountainous austrian countryside they observe the colorful characters they encounter from an
innkeeper whose wife has been murdered to a crippled musical prodigy kept in a cage coping with physical misery madness and the brutality of the
austere landscape the parade of human grotesques culminates in a hundred page monologue by an eccentric paranoid prince a relentlessly flowing
cascade of words that is classic bernhard

this translation of thomas bernhard s der weltverbesserer makes a contemporary masterpiece available to english language readers for the first time
while echoing the dramatic works of samuel becket heiner muller and peter handke the world fixer is quintessentially bernardian and one of his
most stage worthy plays presenting a theme he would explore in the play ritter dene voss and the novels wittgenstein s nephew and the loser the
world fixer revolves around a self centred self styled genius loosely patterned on austrian philosopher ludwig wittgenstein the protagonist is the
author of an obscure philosophical tract ostensibly designed to improve the condition of the world if the world could only understand it over the
course of a day he looks forward to receiving an honorary degree while reflecting on his life and engaging in dysfunctional banter combining
absurdist comedy with an astute satire of academic pomposity the world fixer ultimately gives a moving portrait of simple human frailty

at the behest of his surgical mentor a young austrian medical student poses as a law student to journey to a remote mining town in order to observe
strauch an aging painter and brother of his mentor without letting strauch know his true occupation and becomes caught up in the lives of the mad
artist and a colorful assortment of local characters in the first english edition of the author s debut novel

the epigraph to correction austrian writer thomas bernhard s masterpiece reads a body needs at least three points of support not in a straight line to
fix its position three part inventions finds in this simple geometrical axiom a surprisingly complex key to an understanding of bernhard s major
novels it argues that each of them although firmly anchored in austrian history emerges from an archetypal story involving a trio of figures a
protagonist who having been deprived of a desired object by a more powerful adversary displaces his frustration upon a scapegoat who suffers in his
place it further shows that bernhard transforms this destructive protagonist adversary scapegoat pattern into a creative trio formed by the author
himself the artistic precursors who serve as his models and the readers who receive the finished work this study is intended to enrich for english
language readers the unforgettable experience of reading the author whom italo calvino once called the greatest writer in the world

this study examines the nihilistic basis of bernhard s writing and traces developments in the author s nihilistic stance throughout his career in the
first period of his prose fiction 1963 1975 nihilism is reluctantly accepted by bernhard s fictional characters as a necessary response to a world
perceived as meaningless various possible sources of transcendence are explored and rejected the autobiographical texts 1975 1982 then represent a
sustained attempt by the author himself to transcend his own essentially nihilistic state the apparent success of this attempt is quickly revealed to be
illusory in the prose fiction of the second period 1978 1986 and it becomes apparent that nihilism is a no less necessary response to austrian social
reality than to the more purely personal problems which first motivated bernhard s writing
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