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philip roth and the american liberal tradition offers a fresh reading of the later career
development of one of america s most celebrated authors through a contextual analysis of a
select number of texts this innovative study discusses how famed novels such as american
pastoral and the plot against america demonstrate philip roth s considerable interest in
mapping by means of his unique literary talent the changing shape and fortunes of american
liberalism since the 1930s by viewing these novels and other seminal works of his later
period through a wider historical lens this book informs readers of the myriad ways in which
roth s major phase of writing since the mid 1990s has shown considerableconcern with
questions of class ethnicity race gender and literary culture all of which have been key
components in the shifting intellectual and political makeup of american liberal ideology
from the new deal to our present time this bookgoes beyond a mere historical analysis by
taking a new look at how roth s experimentations in narrative style and his appeal to
ahistorical notions of literary tradition rest in complex alignment with his fictional
treatment  of  aspects  of  american  history  this  novel  work  of  criticism  demonstrates  a
heightened awareness of roth s career length fascination with the formal characteristics of
fiction making clear to its audience that any reductively linear reading of roth as a
political novelist should be avoided at all costs ultimately philip roth and the american
liberal tradition offers a stimulatingly intelligent approach to the art of one of america s
true literary titans providing the focused reader with a nuanced understanding of how roth s
fiction has been shaped by the various competing strains in his dual roles as a disinterested
formalist aesthete on the one hand and as a politically engaged author on the other

examines desegregation school funding testing vouchers bilingual education multicultural
education and ability grouping these seem to be separate problems but much of the contention
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over them comes down to the same thing an apparent conflict between policies designed to
promote each student s ability to pursue success and those designed to insure the good of all
students or the nation as a whole the authors show how polices to promote individual success
too often benefit only those already privileged by race or class the book also examines
issues such as creationism and afrocentrism
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