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the korean peninsula divided for more than fifty years is stuck in a time warp millions of troops face one another along the
demilitarized zone separating communist north korea and capitalist south korea in the early 1990s and again in 2002 2003 the united
states and its allies have gone to the brink of war with north korea misinterpretations and misunderstandings are fueling the crisis
there is no country of comparable significance concerning which so many people are ignorant american anthropologist cornelius
osgood said of korea some time ago this ignorance may soon have fatal consequences north korea south korea is a short accessible
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book about the history and political complexites of the korean peninsula one that explores practical alternatives to the current us
policy alternatives that build on the remarkable and historic path of reconciliation that north and south embarked on in the 1990s and
that point the way to eventual reunification

in the real north korea lankov substitutes cold clear analysis for the overheated rhetoric surrounding this opaque police state based on
vast expertise this book reveals how average north koreans live how their leaders rule and how both survive

diplomatic expert patrick mceachern unpacks the contentious and tangled relationship between the two koreas in an approachable
question and answer format

this unique book provides a comprehensive overview of all aspects of life in north korea today drawing on decades of insider
knowledge and experience noted experts ralph hassig and kongdan oh explore a world few outsiders can imagine in vivid detail the
authors describe how the secretive and authoritarian government of kim jong il shapes every aspect of its citizens lives how the
command socialist economy has utterly failed and how ordinary individuals struggle to survive through small scale capitalism north
koreans remain hungry and oppressed yet the outside world is slowly filtering in and the book concludes by urging the united states to
flood north korea with information so that its people can make decisions based on truth rather than their dictator s ubiquitous
propaganda

an expert on north korea sheds new light on the enigmatic tyrant from his goose stepping military parades to his clownish macho
swagger north korea s kim jong il is an odd amalgam of political cartoon and global menace in charge of a nuclear arsenal he s
threatened to use against the u s and japan the man his motives and the mechanisms of his absolute control over a country of twenty
three million people remains shrouded in mystery in this second edition of his bestselling kim jong il michael breen a leading expert on
north korea dispels common myths and fallacies about the so called dear leader while turning a spotlight on the man to reveal his
true nature and the nature of his hold over a country ravaged by poverty and famine looks at kim from a broad perspective unlike
most other books that cater exclusively to those interested in policymaking and international relations features new information about
succession plans as well as the latest scoop on the mounting pressure among world leaders to thwart north korea s nuclear ambitions
illustrated with rare photographs of kim and his regime highly accessible and suitable for anyone interested in learning more about
north korea it s government and its leader kim jong il unravels the mysteries the myths and the fallacies about the man in charge in
ways that will entice even the harshest critics

the korean peninsula divided for more than fifty years is stuck in a time warp millions of troops face one another a|ong the
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demilitarized zone separating communist north korea and capitalist south korea in the early 1990s and again in 2002 2003 the united
states and its allies have gone to the brink of war with north korea misinterpretations and misunderstandings are fueling the crisis
there is no country of comparable significance concerning which so many people are ignorant american anthropologist cornelius
osgood said of korea some time ago this ignorance may soon have fatal consequences north korea south korea is a short accessible
book about the history and political complexites of the korean peninsula one that explores practical alternatives to the current us
policy alternatives that build on the remarkable and historic path of reconciliation that north and south embarked on in the 1990s and
that point the way to eventual reunification

a crisp dramatic examination of how technology and human ingenuity are undermining north korea s secretive dictatorship kirkus
reviews one of the least understood countries in the world north korea has long been known for its repressive regime yet it is far from
being an impenetrable black box media flows covertly into the country and fault lines are appearing in the government s sealed
informational borders drowing on deeply personal interviews with north korean defectors from all walks of life ranging from
propaganda artists to diplomats jieun baek tells the story of north korea s information underground the network of citizens who take
extraordinary risks by circulating illicit content such as foreign films television shows soap operas books and encyclopedias by
fostering an awareness of life outside north korea and enhancing cultural knowledge the materials these citizens disseminate are
affecting the social and political consciousness of a people as well as their everyday lives a fine primer on the country based on
extensive interviews with defectors times literary supplement a fascinating book the new york times a timely and cogent book los
angeles review of books a fascinating and intelligent overview of the ways that information is liberating north koreans minds robert s
boynton author of the invitation only zone the true story of north korea s abduction project a fascinating important and vivid account
of how unofficial information is increasingly seeping into the north and chipping away at the regime s myths and hence its control of
north korean society sue mi terry former cia analyst and senior research scholar at the weatherhead east asia institute columbia
university

seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject orientalism sinology miscellaneous grade a ewha womans university international
cyber university course geography of korea 13 entries in the bibliography language english abstract the task on which this paper is
based was to explore a specific aspect of the korean geography thus as part of the geography of korea the demilitarized zone which
separates north korea and south korea was chosen this place is especially interesting for german people because for nearly 40 years
one of the most obvious cases of spatial segregation through ideologies was germany s separation manifested in the berlin wall the
aim of this paper is to give an overview over the most important aspects related to the demilitarized zone therefore in the main part
some basic facts about south and north korea will be introduced followed by an analysis of the zone itself which is separated in two
parts the first part deals with the history of the separation of the koreas while the second part describes the location at the end of the
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paper a conclusion will be drawn

meltdown is the riveting inside account of an american diplomatic disaster when george w bush took office in 2001 north korea s
nuclear program was frozen kim jong il had signaled to the outgoing clinton administration he was ready to negotiate an end to his
missile program today north korea has become a full fledged nuclear power with enough fissile material to stage an underground test
in 2006 manufacture as many as ten more warheads and in the worst case scenario provide nuclear material to rogue states or
terrorist groups how did the united states fail to prevent a long standing adversary like north korea from acquiring nuclear weapons
drawing on more than two hundred interviews with key players in washington seoul tokyo and beijing including colin powell john
bolton and ex korean president kim dae jung as well as insights gained during fourteen trips to pyongyang longtime cnn
correspondent and north korea expert mike chinoy provides a blow by blow account that takes readers behind the scenes of secret
diplomatic meetings disputed intelligence reports and washington turf battles as well as inside the mysterious world of north korea
meltdown shows how the u s refusal to engage in serious diplomacy spurred kim jong il to stage his nuclear breakout and provides a
wealth of new material about the subsequent reversal of course that led the bush administration to abandon confrontation in the
hope of negotiating an end to the nuclear crisis chinoy has produced a gripping account of one of america s longest running most
volatile foreign policy crises that explains why north korea remains a danger today and why it didn t have to be this way

this book chronicles the political military development of the korean peninsula since 1945 with particular attention to north korea s
pursuit of nuclear technology and nuclear weapons and how it has shaped northeast asian security and non proliferation policy and
influenced the strategic choices of the united states and all regional powers i focus on north korea s leaders institutions political
history and the system s longer term prospects how has an isolated highly idiosyncratic small state repeatedly stymied or
circumvented the policy preferences of much more powerful states culminating with its withdrawal from the non proliferation treaty
the only state ever to do so and the testing of nuclear weapons in open defiance of adversaries and allies alike what does this portend
for the region s future unlike most of the literature that focuses on us non proliferation policy this is a book about decision making in
north korea and the state s survival in the face of daunting odds it draws on extensive interviews with individuals in china south korea
japan russia and the eu who have had ample experience in and with north korea additional interviews with former us policy makers
and the results from two visits to the north the author makes extensive use of archival materials from the cold war international
history project enabling a far fuller rendering of north korean history than appears in most of the literature on the north korean
nuclear weapons issue provided by publisher

explore north korea one of the most secretive countries in the world this thoughtful book provides a concise introduction to north
korea two leading experts kongdan oh and ralph hassig trace the country s history from its founding in 1948 and describe the many
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facets of its political economic social and cultural life the authors illuminate a hidden nation dominated by three generations of the
secretive kim regime a family dynasty more suited to the middle ages than the contemporary era north korea has a robust if
outmoded military force including a growing arsenal of weapons of mass destruction to deter and defend against foreign attacks and
to maintain independence and isolation from the rest of the world the struggling economy disconnected from the global marketplace
operates under harsh international sanctions all north koreans from the highest party cadres to the youngest children living in prison
camps are essentially servants of the leader despite kim jong un s despotic control the authors argue that north korea cannot continue
on its current path indefinitely kim treats even his closest associates harshly and the gap is widening between his elite supporters
numbering a million or so and the other twenty four million north koreans the economic and technological gap between south korea
and north korea is increasing as well and younger people are becoming disenchanted as they gradually learn more about the outside
world

in the impossible state seasoned international policy expert and lauded scholar victor cha pulls back the curtain on provocative
isolationist north korea providing our best look yet at its history and the rise of the kim family dynasty and the obsessive personality
cult that empowers them cha illuminates the repressive regime s complex economy and culture its appalling record of human rights
abuses and its belligerent relationship with the united states and analyzes the regime s major security issues from the seemingly
endless war with its southern neighbor to its frightening nuclear ambitions all in light of the destabilizing effects of kim jong il s death
and the transition of power to his unpredictable heir ultimately this engagingly written authoritative and highly accessible history
warns of a regime that might be closer to its end than many might think a political collapse for which america and its allies may be
woefully unprepared

the institute for unification education which constitutes the ministry of unification of the republic of korea has published annual
editions of understanding north korea since 1972 as an endeavor to promote greater understanding of north korea for south korean
readers understanding north korea depicts the reality faced by the northern regime in areas of politics diplomacy military economy
society culture and many more the may 2012 publication has been translated into english with the aim to help the international
community better understand the northern half of the korean peninsula english translations of the referred editions will be published
on an biennial basis we hope that this book enables readers around the world to better grasp the reality of north korea the regime in
north korea exhibits three characteristics it is a totalitarian dictatorship governed by the sole leadership of the sury ng who stands
above the workers party of korea wpk and the state the regime as one of the world s most highly centralized and planned economies
has advocated self reliance and the monopoly of all means of production by the state and cooperative organizations and the state
uses the concept of grand socialist family which requires absolute obedience of people to the sury ng who is considered the father of a
family these traits engendered a peculiar form of social structure unprecedented in any other socialist country as it had to do under
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kim jong il north korea under kim jong un must engage in some degree of reform and opening to improve its economy and ensure the
regime s survival such a path however also brings with it the risk of regime collapse the regime thus faces the difficult task of
maintaining stability while at the same time reforming and opening up contents i how should we view north korea section 1 nature of
the northern regime 11 section 2 north korea s dilemma 18 political system and governing principles section 1 history of the north
korean regime and establishment of its political system 25 1 soviet occupation and establishment of the north korean regime 25 2
establishment of north korea s political system and its characteristics 28 section 2 formation of governing ideology and its changing
nature 36 1 juche ideology 37 2 songun ideology 42 3 kimilsungism kimjongilism 46 section 3 power structure and form of government
49 1 power structure 49 2 workers party of korea 55 3 central institutions 71 section 4 hereditary succession of power and the kim jong
un regime 80 1 history of hereditary power succession 80 2 establishment and stabilization of the kim jong un regime 86 external
policies and relations section 1 goals and directions of foreign policies 97 1 basic ideas and goals of foreign policy 97 2 policy
directions 99 3 north korea s foreign policy making structure 102 section 2 changes in foreign policy 105 1 foreign policy during the
cold war era 105 2 foreign policy after the cold war era 111 section 3 foreign relations 117 1 us north korea relations 117 2 china north
korea relations 127 3 japan north korea relations 132 4 russia north korea relations 137 5 relations with the eu and other nations 141
military strategy and capacity section 1 characteristics and functions 153 1 establishment of the kpa 153 2 nature and status 155 3
functions and characteristics 156 section 2 military policy and strategy 160 1 basic objective 160 2 military strategy 163 section 3
structure and institutions 168 1 military structure 168 2 military institutions 173 section 4 military capacity 179 1 standing forces and
equipment 179 2 reserve forces 185 3 development of nuclear and other strategic weapons 187 section 5 military relations and
provocations against the south 194 1 external military relationship 194 2 north korea s provocations against the south 199 economic
structure and policy section 1 characteristics of economic system and basic economic policy 217 1 basic characteristics of economic
system 217 2 basic economic policy 225 3 establishment and implementation of economic plans 234 section 2 economic status by sector
238 1 macroeconomic status and tasks 238 2 economic status and tasks by sector 244 section 3 changes in economic policy and outlook
for reform and opening 259 1 utilization and control of markets 259 2 limited opening 268 3 prospects and tasks for reform and
opening 274 education and culture section 1 education system and school life 281 1 education policy and school system 281 2
educational curriculum and methods 299 3 school life 308 section 2 literary art policy and current status 314 1 literary art policy 314 2
current status of literature and art 321 section 3 the media and its functions 334 1 newspapers 335 2 broadcasting 340 vii society and
life section 1 class structure 349 1 social classes 349 2 social mobility and class structure 353 section 2 value system and everyday life
356 1 north korean citizens values 356 2 daily life and life cycle 362 3 organizational life 366 4 clothing food and housing 373 5 leisure
and holidays 380 section 3 religion in north korea 386 1 view on religion 386 2 actual conditions of religious beliefs 388 section 4
deviations and social control 391 1 social deviation and crime committed by north koreans 391 2 social control 398 section 5 human
rights in north korea 404 1 violation of civic and political rights 405 2 violation of economic social and cultural rights 410 3 response to
criticism on human rights 413
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a major new history of north and south korea from the late nineteenth century to the present day cha and pacheco pardo have years
of expertise in korean international relations a crisp and balanced account christopher harding the telegraph korea has a long
riveting history it is also a divided nation south korea is a vibrant democracy the tenth largest economy and is home to a world
renowned culture north korea is ruled by the most authoritarian regime in the world a poor country in a rich region and is best known
for the cult of personality surrounding the ruling kim family but both koreas share a unique common history victor cha and ramon
pacheco pardo draw on decades of research to explore the history of modern korea from the late nineteenth century japanese
occupation and cold war division to the present day a small country caught amongst the world s largest powers including china japan
russia and the united states korea s fate has been closely connected to its geography and the strength of its leadership and society
this comprehensive history sheds light on the evolving identities of the two koreas explaining the sharp differences between north and
south and prospects for unification

north korean foreign policy security dilemma and succession by yongho kim starts from the point of view that north korea s
provocations have been motivated more by fear than by her in born provocative nature kim argues that north korea s provocative
foreign policy reflects its threat perception stemming from various security dilemma and a very real concern regarding another father
to son succession this volume views north korea s external and domestic threats as causes and its provocative foreign policy as an
effect of the causes the security dilemma has impelled north korea to generate and thus portray to the world provocative signals and
the ever pressing issue of kim jong il s succession has driven him to prioritize his own political survival over that of north korea s state
survival unless kim jong il s political survival is guaranteed north korea will not be interested in full scale introduction of capitalist way
of economic reform and economic package promised by the united states and south korea in return for the abandonment of their
nuclear program north korean foreign policy suggests that an effective policy for countries relating to north korea whether dovish or
hawkish should deal directly with kim jong il s political survival and not with pyongyang s failed economy

north korea s brinkmanship diplomacy has continued to disturb the world with its seemingly reckless missile testing as the country s
leader kim jong il is rumored to be terminally ill with pancreatic cancer north korea appears to be in a state of serious internal crisis
not only because its dictatorial system albeit skillful and ruthless leadership is inherently unstable if not skillful and ruthless leadership
but also because the main pillar of kim jong il s legitimacy is rapidly eroding due to both mass starvations and the exodus of
grassroots and mass exodus of the north korean people into nearby regions the main objective of this book is to explore the
probability of north korea s implosion and second to search for a feasible way for korean reuni cation as a possible consequence of a
big bang event on the peninsula the geopolitics of the korean peninsula is historically very complicated as korea is bordered and s
rounded by four big powers namely china russia japan and the united states each country has its own varying degrees of political
economic and military stakes with respect to the korean peninsula thus the land of the morning calm has remained divided since 1945
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mainly as a result of the domain war among these super powers as the north nears a turning point however there is a new possibility
for the two koreas to reunite if the international environments work in their favor and if both countries are well prepared to assume
reuni cation

details the development of north korea s intelligence organizations and their involvement in terrorism and covert and special
operations on the korean peninsula and throughout the world the book is divided into geographic chapters covering the americas
europe africa 2 and asia

the democratic people s republic of korea dprk has a reputation as one of the worst human rights situations in the world this book
utilizes a unique international law perspective to examine the actions and inactions of north korea with regard to international
security and human rights adopting political military historical and legal perspectives the book explores how the two issues of nuclear
weapons and the human rights abuses in north korea are interconnected and why the international community should apply the same
international law framework to find a solution for both drawing on eyewitness accounts such as refugee and defector testimony morse
tan offers a real life story of north korea that covers the pertinent law and constructive approaches of its regime tan examines the
specific objectives and actions of the north korean government and measures these according to international legal obligations such
as applicable treaty law jus cogens norms and customary international law the book concludes by offering solutions for dealing with
international security surrounding the korean peninsula and forwards a proposal for the creation of a tribunal to prosecute those at
the top of the regime for international crimes and human rights abuses as a project exploring the extremes of international law
violation this book will be of great interest and use to readers interested in the history and political and legal implications of the
strategies employed by the north korea government

a country of stark contradictions and puzzles north korea exhibits uncanny resilience in the face of external shocks and internal woes
raising important questions of theoretical and real world significance what has made it possible for north korea to defy the classical
realist axiom the strong do what they have the power to do and the weak accept what they have to accept what is the nature of the
north korean threat in post cold war northeast asia what kind of bargaining leverage does pyongyang exercise in system maintaining
survival strategies what are north korea s prospects for sustaining such survival strategies in the uncertain years ahead this volume
offers a major reappraisal of the changing relationship between north korea and its neighboring powers in the post cold war era in
both theoretical and practical terms the contributors examine the complex interplay of g|oba| regiona| and national forces that have
influenced and shaped the chonging patterns of conflict and cooperation in north korea s relationships with china russia and japan
and with the united states within the context of northeast asian geopolitics the book tracks explains and assesses north korea s
survival strategies in both the security and economic domains as well as the prospects of these strategies in the coming years
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