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a review devoted to the historical statistical and comparative study of politics
economics and public law

social and political philosophy unlike other fields and disciplines involves conflict
disagreement deliberation and action this text takes a new approach and understands
philosophy not so much as a story of great thinkers or as a collection of philosophical
positions but as a series of debates and disagreements in which students must
participate adopting what may be called an active learning method richard schmitt
who has long taught social and political philosophy in the ivy leagues as well at state
colleges presents a range of problems and debates which engage the core question of
freedom too often students are bewildered and then bored by highly abstract
philosophical questions because they are unable to connect those abstract issues to
their own life experiences this text immediately connects issues and experiences and
provides integrated on going questions to spark dialogue whether in class settings or
in the reader s own mind and to help students form strong arguments with good
reasons for their positions in the course of examining different current controversies
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the book develops theories of democracy equality the state property autonomy and
the role of morality in politics all of which are standard for courses in social and
political philosophy

in this book we ask students to do three things | to keep a media journal in which they
reflect on the uses they make of the voices and images of popular culture 2 to read and
respond to the work of other media critics to test their own views and experiences
against those of the writers included in these pages and 3 to try their hands at writing
media criticism themselves all three kinds of work ask students to find and write about
texts from the media culture around them to think critically about what they see and
hear on their television sets and radios in magazines and newspapers on city streets
and shopping malls at the movies and at concerts and clubs to put it another way we
believe that a book such as this can provide only some of the materials for a course on
writing about popular culture that the remaining materials must always come from the
media themselves and the experiences students have with them our aim is not to
inculcate students with a certain set of critical methods or terms or to introduce them
to the academic study of popular culture but to offer them opportunities to rethink and
write about their own experiences with the media to come to their own understandings
of our common culture

each chapter s documents identify the key issues and capture the passionate spirit
and conviction of the historical actors the essay selections spotlight research in the
social and cultural history of the early republic

in this history of radical publishing at the turn of the century elliott shore focuses on
the appeal to reason the flagship newspaper of j a wayland s publishing empire as
modern periodical publishing came of age with the appearance of the first mass
circulation newspapers and magazines so too did both populism and socialism in the us
they drew strength from the same factors the advance of technology spreading
industrialisation the growth and concentration of urban populations and rising literacy
rates

this text argues that the civil war truly formed the american nation and that the
antebellum period was the crucial phase of american national construction grant
focuses on a northern nationalism based on an opposition to things southern and links
national construction with european nationalism

thomas paine s reputation as a political thinker rests chiefly on the two books that
influenced the american and french revolutions common sense and rights of man but
political scientist jack fruchtman draws on all of paine s writings to establish that the
key to his political thinking is his religious understanding of nature for paine the study
of nature gave humans access to the mind of god revealing the right social political
and economic relations necessary to a stable nation in thomas paine and the religion of
nature fruchtman explains how paine constructed a rationale for political revolution
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based on his theory of nature paine believed that human beings had a natural ability to
reflect god s inventive creativity although they could never achieve god s perfection
people could continually enhance human life by improving their inventions they could
make better candles and build stronger bridges they could create sound economies
and establish democratic constitutions when paine proposed that political revolution
was just such an invention he advanced a powerful justification for eliminating the evil
kings and corrupt aristocrats who seemed to threaten the people s very humanity by
reexamining paine s language imagery and underlying beliefs fruchtman offers an
original portrait of a revolutionary writer who relied on nature and nature s god in

everything he said and did
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