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biblical  eschatology provides  what  is  not  found in any other  single  volume on

eschatology it  analyzes all  the major eschatological  passages including the olivet

discourse and the book of revelation issues including the second coming of christ the

millennium the rapture and antichrist and positions including all the major views of

the millennium in a clear but not superficial way the book concludes with a chapter

showing  how  eschatology  is  relevant  for  our  lives  biblical  eschatology  makes

understanding eschatology easier by including chapters on how to interpret prophecy

and apocalyptic literature by showing the history of eschatological thought and by

placing eschatology in the context of the bible s overall story line and structure clarity

and understanding are enhanced by the use of comparative tables and appendices
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subject  and  scripture  indexes  are  included  the  book  interacts  with  the  best  of

evangelical and reformed scholarship and the extensive bibliography which includes

the web addresses of many online resources provides an excellent source for the

reader s further study this is a perfect resource for intelligent christians including

pastors students and teachers who desire to understand eschatology and to see how it

fits together with the rest of the bible
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originally  published  in  english  in  1988  joseph  ratzinger  s  eschatology  remains

internationally  recognized as  a  leading text  on the  last  things  heaven and hell

purgatory and judgment death and the immortality of the soul this highly anticipated

second edition includes a new preface by joseph ratzinger pope benedict xvi and a

supplement to the bibliography by theologian peter a casarella eschatology presents a

balanced perspective of the doctrine at the center of christian belief the church s faith

in  eternal  life  recognizing  the  task  of  contemporary  eschatology  as  to  marry

perspectives so that person and community present and future are seen in their unity

joseph ratzinger brings together recent emphasis on the theology of hope for the

future with the more traditional elements of the doctrine his book has proven to be as

timeless as it is timely

many evangelicals have come to embrace a populist eschatology that has neither the

support of the historical church nor of the scholarly world today for some this has led

to a disillusionment with eschatological speculations for others the results are apathy

and a failure to understand the mission of god s people this is tragic for when the

entirety  of  the  new  testament  is  read  and  understood  from  an  eschatological

perspective the grand narrative of scripture and its fulfillment in jesus comes clearly

into focus a proper framework for understanding eschatology directly correlates to a

proper understanding of the mission of god s people who are themselves carrying

forth the biblical story as we approach the new jerusalem to fail to comprehend

eschatology is to fail to comprehend our mission this book has two objectives first to

provide a proper hermeneutical framework from which we may discern a biblical

eschatological  worldview  second  to  demonstrate  that  a  proper  eschatological
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framework relates to the mission of god s people and the demand for holiness thus

eschatology matters

in recent years studies in the eschatology and ethics of jesus have provoked an

unusual interest among bible students when talking about the coming of the kingdom

did jesus mean that there would be a divine intervention or a catastrophe if so were

his ethical teachings intended for an emergency situation interim ethics this book

provides an admirable introduction to eschatology in general dr wilder argues for an

interpretation of the evidence that maintains the full significance of jesus that his

eschatology far from being a liability represents a true disclosure of human destiny

and that there is no contradiction between it and his ethical principles which are of

permanent validity

this booklet provides a simple presentation of biblical end times prophecy
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