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a controversial timely reassessment of the environmentalist agenda by outstanding

historians scientists and critics in a lead essay that powerfully states the broad

argument of the book william cronon writes that the environmentalist goal of

wilderness preservation is conceptually and politically wrongheaded among the
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ironies and entanglements resulting from this goal are the sale of nature in our

malls through the nature company and the disputes between working people and

environmentalists over spotted owls and other objects of species preservation the

problem  is  that  we  haven  t  learned  to  live  responsibly  in  nature  the

environmentalist aim of legislating humans out of the wilderness is no solution

people cronon argues are inextricably tied to nature whether they live in cities or

countryside  rather  than attempt  to  exclude humans environmental  advocates

should help us learn to live in some sustainable relationship with nature it is our

home

amsterdamse  bos  bois  de  boulogne  epping  forest  grunewald  zoniënwoud

throughout  history  cities  in  europe  and  elsewhere  have  developed  close

relationships  with  nearby  woodland  areas  in  some  cases  cities  have  even

developed and in some cases are promoting a distinct forest identity this book

introduces the rich heritage of these city forests as cultural landscapes and shows

that cities and forests can be mutually beneficial essential reading for students

and researchers interested in urban sustainability and urban forestry this book

also has much wider appeal for with city forests playing an increasingly important

role in local government sustainability programs it provides an important reference

for  those involved in  urban planning and decision making public  affairs  and

administration and even public health from providers of livelihoods to healthy

recreational environments and from places of inspiration and learning to a source

of conflict the book presents examples of city forests from around the world

these cases clearly illustrate how the social and cultural development of towns

and  forests  has  often  gone  hand  in  hand  they  also  reveal  how  better

understanding of city forests as distinct cultural and social phenomena can help to

strengthen synergies both between cities and forests and between urban society

and nature

case studies from cities on five continents demonstrate the advantages of thinking

comparatively  about  urban  environments  the  global  discourse  around  urban

ecology tends to homogenize and universalize relying on such terms as smart

cities eco cities and resilience and proposing a science of cities based largely on

information from the global north grounding urban natures makes the case for the

importance of place and time in understanding urban environments rather than

imposing a unified framework on the ecology of cities the contributors use a

variety of approaches across a range of of locales and timespans to examine how

urban natures are part of and are shaped by cities and urbanization grounding

urban natures offers case studies from cities on five continents that demonstrate

the  advantages  of  thinking  comparatively  about  urban  environments  the
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contributors consider the diversity of urban natures analyzing urban ecologies that

range from the coastal delta of new orleans to real estate practices of the urban

poor in lagos they examine the effect of popular movements on the meanings of

urban nature in cities including san francisco delhi and berlin finally they explore

abstract urban planning models and their global mobility examining real world

applications in such cities as cape town baltimore and the chinese eco city yixing

contributors martín Ávila amita baviskar jia ching chen henrik ernstson james

evans lisa m hoffman jens lachmund joshua lewis lindsay sawyer sverker sörlin

anne whiston spirn lance van sittert richard a walker

vol 2 thirty eight papers related to the theme of wilderness in the context of

larger systems are included three overview papers synthesize existing knowledge

and research about wilderness economics relationships between wilderness and

surrounding  social  communities  and  relationships  between  wilderness  and

surrounding  ecological  communities  and  processes  other  papers  deal  with

wilderness meanings and debates wilderness within larger ecosystems and social

economic and policy issues vol  3 thirty six papers related to the theme of

wilderness as a place to conduct science are included five overview papers

synthesize knowledge and research about basic work in the biophysical and social

sciences that has been conducted in wilderness other papers present the results

of focused basic research in wilderness with one set of papers devoted to the

conduct and management of science in wilderness

digital infrastructures is the first integrated treatment of how it technology is

fundamentally affecting how critical infrastructures are managed it is geared to

provide the new infrastructure professional with state of the art concepts

the first comprehensive examination of alaskan development schemes from 1890

to the present focuses on five major conflicts between environmentalists and

developers from reindeer herding to the trans alaska pipeline takes readers behind

common and simplistic representations of the state to explore the rich history and

extreme  diversity  of  a  land  that  cannot  easily  be  pigeonholed  into  typical

american conceptions about place

landscape  and  infrastructure  examines  the  relationships  between  landscape

painting and landscape design from the seventeenth century to the present and

contemporary infrastructure projects around the globe these seemingly disparate

subjects  are  united  by  a  shared concern  for  the  pastoral  middle  ground a

traditionally  productive  landscape  by  focusing  an  art  historical  lens  on  pre

industrial productive systems and the effects of the industrial revolution on the
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pastoral landscape tradition we can gain a better understanding of how to weave

new approaches to productive infrastructure systems such as power generation

water filtration and food production into our contemporary landscapes with rising

demand for clean energy clean water and locally grown food this study offers a

historical perspective on how such systems can be integrated into our suburban

and urban areas  vestigial  elements  of  the  pastoral  tradition  have long held

aesthetic sway in our suburbs cities and national parks both in britain and america

now as  new energy  and  water  related  projects  encroach  on  these  spaces

remnants of the pastoral play a crucial role in convincing neighborhood residents

municipal leaders and energy companies or water authorities of the benefits of a

neighboring infrastructure this book investigates the history of that tradition and

highlights the advantages it brings as we re imagine infrastructure in the twenty

first century

tracing the story of red lodge from the 1880s to the present christensen tells how

a mining town managed to endure the vagaries of the west s unpredictable

extractive industries economy she connects red lodge to a myriad of larger events

and  historical  forces  to  show  how  national  and  regional  influences  have

contributed  to  the  development  of  local  identities  exploring  how  and  why

westerners first rejected and then embraced western images and how ethnicity

wilderness and historic preservation became part of the identity that defined one

town book jacket

whether seen as a land of opportunity or as paradise lost the american west took

shape in the nation s imagination with the help of those who wrote about it but

two groups who did much to shape that perception are often overlooked today

promoters trying to lure settlers and investors to the west insisted that the

frontier had already been tamed that the only frontiers remaining were those of

opportunity  through  posters  pamphlets  newspaper  articles  and  other  printed

pieces  these  boosters  literally  imagined  places  into  existence  by  depicting

backwater areas as settled culturally developed regions where newcomers would

find none of the hardships associated with frontier life quick on their heels some

of the west s original settlers had begun publishing their reminiscences in books

and  periodicals  and  banding  together  in  pioneer  societies  to  sustain  their

conception of frontier heritage their selective memory focused on the savage

wilderness they had tamed exaggerating the past every bit as much as promoters

exaggerated the present although they are generally seen today as unscrupulous

charlatans and tellers of tall tales david wrobel reveals that these promoters and

reminiscers  were  more  significant  than  their  detractors  have  suggested  by

exploring the vast literature produced by these individuals from the end of the
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civil war through the 1920s he clarifies the pivotal impact of their works on our

vision of both the historic and mythic west in examining their role in forging both

sense of place within the west and the nation s sense of the west as a place

wrobel shows that these works were vital to the process of identity formation

among westerners themselves and to the construction of a west in the national

imagination wrobel also sheds light on the often elitist sometimes racist legacies

of  both  groups  through  their  characterizations  of  native  americans  african

americans mexican americans and asian americans in the era wrobel examines

promoters painted the future of each western place as if it were already present

while the old timers preserved the past as if it were still present but as he also

demonstrates that west has not really changed much promoters still  tout its

promise while  old  timers  still  try  to  preserve their  selective  memories  even

relatively  recent  western residents still  tap into the region s mythic  pioneer

heritage as they form their attachments to place promised lands shows us that

the west may well move into the twenty first century but our images of it are

forever rooted in the nineteenth

for as long as they have existed the national parks have been the scene of some

of the most intensive commercial activity in the american west selling yellowstone

recounts the story of such activities in our oldest park from the 1870s through the

1960s  it  is  the  first  book  to  examine critically  the  role  of  business  in  the

development  of  america  s  national  parks  demonstrating  how  profit  driven

entrepreneurs shaped the physical landscape of what is generally perceived as

unaltered wilderness jacket

environmental history has traditionally told the story of man and nature scholars

have too frequently  overlooked the ways in  which their  predominantly  male

subjects have themselves been shaped by gender seeing nature through gender

here reintroduces gender as a meaningful category of analysis for environmental

history showing how women s actions desires and choices have shaped the world

and seeing men as gendered actors as well in thirteen essays that show how

gendered  ideas  have  shaped  the  ways  in  which  people  have  represented

experienced and consumed their world virginia scharff and her coauthors explore

interactions between gender and environment in history ranging from colonial

borderlands to transnational boundaries from mountaintop to marketplace they

focus on historical representations of humans and nature on questions about

consumption on environmental politics and on the complex reciprocal relations

among  human  bodies  and  changing  landscapes  they  also  challenge  the

ecofeminist  position  by  challenging  the  notion  that  men  and  women  are

essentially  different  creatures  with  biologically  different  destinies  each  article
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shows how a person or group of people in history have understood nature in

gendered terms and acted accordingly often with dire consequences for other

people and organisms here are considerations of the ways we study sexuality

among birds of william byrd s masking sexual encounters in his account of an

eighteenth century expedition of how the ecology of fire in a changing built

environment has reshaped firefighters own gendered identities some are playful as

in a piece on the evolution of snow bunnies to shred betties others are dead

serious  as  in  a  chilling  portrait  of  how endocrine  disrupters  are  reinventing

humans animals and water systems from the cellular level out aiding and adding

significantly  to the enterprise of  environmental  history seeing nature through

gender bridges gender history and environmental history in unexpected ways to

show us  how the  natural  world  can  remake  the  gendered  patterns  we ve

engraved on ourselves and on the planet

this  book  systematically  analyzes  the  relationship  between  geography  and

communication and shows how geographical approaches open up familiar and

unfamiliar aspects of communication for analysis and discussion

historical snapshots of the love canal area gender at love canal race at love canal

class at love canal historical implications of gender race and class at love canal

by studying the many ways diverse peoples have changed shaped and conserved

the natural world over time environmental historians provide insight into humanity

s  unique  relationship  with  nature  and  more  importantly  are  better  able  to

understand the origins of our current environmental crisis beginning with the

precolonial land use practice of native americans and concluding with our twenty

first century concerns over our global ecological crisis american environmental

history addresses contentious issues such as the preservation of the wilderness

the expulsion of native peoples from national parks and population growth and

considers the formative forces of gender race and class entries address a range

of topics from the impact of rice cultivation slavery and the growth of the

automobile suburb to the effects of the russian sea otter trade columbia river

salmon  fisheries  the  environmental  justice  movement  and  globalization  this

illustrated reference is  an essential  companion for  students interested in the

ongoing transformation of  the american landscape and the conflicts  over  its

resources and conservation it makes rich use of the tools and resources climatic

and  geological  data  court  records  archaeological  digs  and  the  writings  of

naturalists that environmental historians rely on to conduct their research the

volume  also  includes  a  compendium  of  significant  people  concepts  events

agencies and legislation and an extensive bibliography of critical films books and



Uncommon Ground Rethinking The Human Place In Nat

7 Uncommon Ground Rethinking The Human Place In Nat

sites

this brief but ambitious book explores our relationship with nature through the

imagery we use when we talk about mother nature employing the critical tools of

religious studies psychology and gender studies catherine m roach examines the

various manifestations of nature as mother and what that idea implies for the way

we approach the natural world part one nature as good mother discusses the

notion that nature is or is like a beneficent and nurturing mother who provides

and maintains life in studying the green slogan love your mother roach questions

the effects for women and for the environment of imputing female gender to

nature she asks us to look at the associations motherhood and mothering carry

within a culture still  shaped by patriarchy she notes the danger of such an

apparently pro environmental slogan if mother evokes the bountiful self sacrificing

provider who herself requires no care part two nature as bad mother looks at the

contrary notion of nature as a violent threatening and wrathful mother this image

arises most often when humans and technology are depicted as masters of unruly

nature here roach draws on theological reflection to analyze this ambivalence

toward nature manifested in a fantasy that casts humans as gods she explores

the contributions of eco theology and eco psychology to a heart of darkness

perspective finally part three nature as hurt mother looks at possibilities and

pitfalls of environmental healing inherent in the image of nature as a mother we

have wounded and now seek to heal also of interest ecofeminismwomen culture

natureedited by karen j warren0 253 33031 9 hb 37 950 253 21057 7 pb 18 95
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