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twelfth night or what you will is a classic romantic comedy of mistaken identities that has sparked much critical debate
surrounding issues of gender and sexuality as well as an authoritative text this edition boasts an introduction that explores
multiple facets of the play

this ebook features the unabridged text of  twelfth night from the bestselling edition of the complete works of william
shakespeare having established their name as the leading publisher of classic literature and art delphi classics produce
publications that are individually crafted with superior formatting while introducing many rare texts for the first time in digital
print the delphi classics edition of shakespeare includes original annotations and illustrations relating to the life and works of
the author as well as individual tables of contents allowing you to navigate ebooks quickly and easily ebook features the
complete unabridged text  of  twelfth night beautifully  illustrated with images related to shakespeare s  works individual
contents table allowing easy navigation around the ebook excellent formatting of the textplease visit delphiclassics com to
learn more about our wide range of titles

exploring themes of love gender and identity william shakespeare s twelfth night or what you will was first performed in
england in 1602 and first published in 1623 after shakespeare s death twelfth night takes its title from the twelfth night of
christmas a raucous holiday marked with feasting and entertainment in shakespeare s twelfth night a sister and brother are
shipwrecked and separated and they find their way into new friends love interests and a case of mistaken identity at the
beginning of twelfth night we encounter viola who has been shipwrecked off the coast of illyria she can t find her brother
sebastian and is afraid he drowned viola is a noblewoman but since she s all alone in the world she needs a way to make a
living viola dresses as a boy and works for the duke orsino whom she falls in love with orsino is in love with the countess olivia
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and sends viola to court her for him but olivia falls for viola instead

a study guide for william shakespeare s twelfth night excerpted from gale s acclaimed shakespeare for students this concise
study guide includes plot summary character analysis author biography study questions historical context suggestions for
further reading and much more for any literature project trust shakespeare for students for all of your research needs

in the cliffscomplete guides the play s complete text and a glossary appear side by side with coordinating numbered lines to
help you understand unusual words and phrasing you ll also find all the commentary and resources of a standard cliffsnotes
for literature cliffscomplete twelfth night involves several separate groups of characters whose stories are flawlessly woven
together to produce one of shakespeare s lightest most popular and most musical comedies full of intricate plots and subplots
and witty banter that only shakespeare could write discover what happens to these memorable characters who ends up with
whom and save valuable studying time all at once enhance your reading of twelfth night with these additional features a
summary and insightful commentary for each act bibliography and historical background on the author william shakespeare a
look at the historical context and structure of the play discussions on the plays symbols and themes a character map that
graphically illustrates the relationships among the characters review questions a quiz discussion topics essay questions
activity ideas a resource center full of books articles films and internet sites streamline your literature study with all in one
help from cliffscomplete guides

this volume in the shakespeare criticism series offers a range of approaches to twelfth night including its critical reception
performance history and relation to early modern culture james schiffer s extensive introduction surveys the play s critical
reception and performance history while individual essays explore a variety of topics relevant to a full appreciation of the play
early  modern  notions  of  love  friendship  sexuality  madness  festive  ritual  exoticism  social  mobility  and  detection  the
contributors approach these topics from a variety of perspectives such as new critical new historicist cultural materialist
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feminist and queer theory and performance criticism occasionally combining several approaches within a single essay the new
essays from leading figures in the field explore and extend the key debates surrounding twelfth night creating the ideal book
for readers approaching this text for the first time or wishing to further their knowledge of this stimulating much loved play

twelfth night is one of the most popular of shakespeare s plays in performance and this edition emphasizes its theatrical
qualities in both the introduction and the full and detailed commentary where the original music has not survived james
walker has composed settings compatible with the surviving originals freshly edited so that this edition uniquely offers all the
music required to perform the play twelfth night is one of the most popular of shakespeare s plays in the modern theatre and
this edition places particular emphasis on its theatrical qualities throughout peopled with lovers misled either by disguises or
their own natures it combines lyrical melancholy with broad comedy the introduction analyses its many views of love and the
juxtaposition of joy and melancholy while the detailed commentary pays particular attention to its linguistic subtleties music is
particularly important in twelfth night and this is the only modern edition to offer material for all the music required in a
performance james walker has re edited the existing music from the original sources and where noe exists has composed
settings compatible with the surviving originals

william shakespeare s twelfth night the incredible comedy about unrequited love both hilarious and heartbreaking now
presented by the folger shakespeare library with valuable new tools for educators and dynamic new covers named for the
twelfth night after christmas the end of the christmas season twelfth night plays with love and power the countess olivia a
woman with her own household attracts duke orsino two other would be suitors are her pretentious steward malvolio and sir
andrew aguecheek onto this scene arrive the twins viola and sebastian previously caught in a shipwreck each thinks the other
has drowned viola disguises herself as a male page and enters orsino s service orsino sends her as his envoy to olivia only to
have  olivia  fall  in  love  with  the  messenger  the  play  complicates  then  wonderfully  untangles  these  relationships  the
authoritative edition of twelfth night from the folger shakespeare library the trusted and widely used shakespeare series for
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students and general readers includes the exact text of the printed book for easy cross reference hundreds of hypertext links
for  instant  navigation  freshly  edited  text  based  on  the  best  early  printed  version  of  the  play  full  explanatory  notes
conveniently linked to the text of the play scene by scene plot summaries a key to the play s famous lines and phrases an
introduction to reading shakespeare s language an essay by a leading shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on
the play fresh images from the folger shakespeare library s vast holdings of rare books an annotated guide to further reading
an essay by a leading shakespeare expert

twelfth night or what you will 1 is a comedy by william shakespeare believed to have been written around 1601 02 as a twelfth
night s entertainment for the close of the christmas season the play centres on the twins viola and sebastian who are
separated in a shipwreck viola who is disguised as a boy falls in love with duke orsino who in turn is in love with the countess
olivia upon meeting viola countess olivia falls in love with her thinking she is a man

set in a topsy turvy world like a holiday revel this comedy devises a romantic plot around separated twins misplaced passions
and mistaken identity juxtaposed to it is the satirical story of a self deluded steward who dreams of becoming count malvolio
only to receive his comeuppance at the hands of the merrymakers he wishes to suppress the two plots combine to create a
farce touched with melancholy mixed throughout with seductively beautiful explorations on the themes of love and time and
the play ends not with laughter but with a clown s sad song about william shakespeare william shakespeare baptised 26 april
1564 was an english poet and playwright widely regarded as the greatest writer in the english language and the world s pre
eminent dramatist he is often called england s national poet and the bard of avon or simply the bard his surviving works
consist of 38 plays 154 sonnets two long narrative poems and several other poems his plays have been translated into every
major living language and are performed more often than those of any other playwright shakespeare was born and raised in
stratford upon avon scholars believe that he died on his fifty second birthday coinciding with st george s day at the age of 18
he married anne hathaway who bore him three children susanna and twins hamnet and judith between 1585 and 1592 he
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began a successful career in london as an actor writer and part owner of the playing company the lord chamberlain s men
later known as the king s men he appears to have retired to stratford around 1613 where he died three years later few
records of shakespeare s private life survive and there has been considerable speculation about such matters as his sexuality
religious beliefs and whether the works attributed to him were written by others the treatment of malvolio is a little too cruel
belch and aguecheek are a little too coarse and the resolution is a little too abrupt and so this excellent shakespearean
comedy falls a little short of perfection still the poetry about music and the songs themselves are wonderful viola and orsino
are charming and feste is the wisest and best of clowns 4 out of 5 stars to twelfth night a comedy written in 1601 by william
shakespeare there are more reviews written about shakespeare than either of us know what to do with on over or about so
you re not getting a review from me what i will say is the following love him or not the man can create brilliant plots and
characters twins mistaken identities tomfoolery witchcraft a chain of who s on first when it comes to which character is in love
with which other character confusion knows no bounds here but i love it it s hilarious if you re not used to shakespeare s style
and rhythm this wouldn t be the first play of his i d recommend or if you really want to read this one you might want to watch
a film version first just to get the plot down as it s more convoluted than any soap opera out there and i should know i ve
watched nearly all of them it s got a little bit of everything but if you can see it happen first then read it it ll come across even
better as you can concentrate on the words and images that come to mind rather than trying to comprehend which person is
in which disguise when they are talking i have to imagine he talked to himself a lot when writing this one adding voices and
different character attributes to even be sure he understood what he had going on

this no fear shakespeare ebook gives you the complete text of twelfth night and an easy to understand translation each no
fear shakespeare contains the complete text of the original play a line by line translation that puts shakespeare into everyday
language a complete list of characters with descriptions plenty of helpful commentary

william shakespeare s twelfth night of what you will was written in 1601 or 1602 at the end of christmastide it is a comedy
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intended as entertainment at the end of the holiday season the play is set in illyria and follows the story of the twins viola and
sebastian the beginning of the play finds viola shipwrecked on the illyrian coast and helped to shore by the captain her twin
brother sebastian also aboard the ship is nowhere to be found and viola believes him dead she disguises herself as a man
named cesario and begins service under the duke orsino duke orsino pines after olivia however olivia is in mourning after
losing her father and brother and will not be brought out of her grief or accept marriage proposals for seven years duke
orsino decides to have cesario help him asking cesario to explain how strong his love is for olivia however olivia mistakenly
falls in love with cesario believing viola s disguise too well viola herself has fallen helplessly in love with duke orsino while this
love triangle if occurring multiple characters create a ruse to convince olivia s conceited steward malvolio that olivia is in love
with him these conspirators include sir toby belch sir andrew aguecheek olivia s servants maria and fabian and the fool feste
amused by their deception they create a ruckus at olivia s house by drinking and partying late into the night and hiding a fake
love letter allegedly written by olivia to malvolio the servant maria pens the letter to imitate olivia s writing and asks malvolio
to wear yellow stockings smile affectionately at olivia whenever she appears and to be rude to the rest of the household when
malvolio discovers the letter he is excited to learn of olivia s affections and begins to follow the letter s instructions olivia is not
pleased to see the change in his character and does not return any affection at all his tormentors pretend malvolio has gone
insane and see that he is locked in a dungeon where the fool feste visits and mocks him pretending to be a priest at times the
missing twin sebastian has meanwhile been rescued from the shipwreck by his friend antonio seeing the resemblance
between sebastian and cesario confuses olivia who believes them to be the same person she asks sebastian for his hand and
they marry secretly when viola and sebastian are reunited there is confusion amongst all viola reveals that she was cesario in
disguise and that she loves duke orsino they decide to marry sir toby belch who was also an admirer of olivia s decides instead
to marry her servant maria malvolio is angry at the deception and says he will take revenge but is talked down by fabian the
gender bending from shakespeare s twelfth night is a comment on a day of revelry that was commonplace in shakespeare s
era on this twelfth night after christmas roles were changed as women dressed as men and vice versa the celebration was
based on a roman festival called saturnalia which was an excuse for an evening of drunken festivities and inverted social order
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in twelfth night the grumpy malvolio can represent the adversary of these imbibed festivities the conspirators that aim to
humiliate malvolio sir toby belch and sir andrew aguecheek representing the comic revelers the play was written to be
performed at christmastide and was performed right after its completion in 1602 shakespeare borrowed some elements of
the story from barnabe rich s short story entitled of apollonius and silla which was in turn based on matteo bandello s story

william shakespeare s twelfth night is a comedy about a brother and sister pair that are shipwrecked off the coast of illyria and
are separated viola the sister must assume the identity of a man to earn a living in the home of duke orsino who is in love with
the lady olivia twelfth night or what you will is a comedy by william shakespeare based on the short story of apolonius and silla
by barnabe rich it is named after the twelfth night holiday of the christmas season it was written around 1601 and first
published in the first folio in 1623 the main title is believed to be an afterthought created after john marston premiered a play
titled what you will during the course of the writing

twelfth night or what you will is a comedy by william shakespeare believed to have been written around 1601 02 as a twelfth
night s entertainment for the close of the christmas season the play centres on the twins viola and sebastian who are
separated in a shipwreck viola who is disguised as a boy falls in love with duke orsino who in turn is in love with the countess
olivia upon meeting viola countess olivia falls in love with her thinking she is a man the play expanded on the musical
interludes and riotous disorder expected of the occasion with plot elements drawn from the short story of apollonius and silla
by barnabe rich based on a story by matteo bandello the first recorded performance was on 2 february 1602 at candlemas the
formal end of christmastide in the year s calendar the play was not published until its inclusion in the 1623 first folio

named for the twelfth night after christmas the end of the christmas season twelfth night plays with love and power the
countess  olivia  a  woman with  her  own household  attracts  duke or  count  orsino two other  would  be suitors  are  her
pretentious steward malvolio and sir andrew aguecheek onto this scene arrive the twins viola and sebastian caught in a
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shipwreck each thinks the other has drowned viola disguises herself as a male page and enters orsino s service orsino sends
her as his envoy to olivia only to have olivia fall in love with the messenger the play complicates then wonderfully untangles
these relationships

this informative volume explores william shakespeare s a midsummer night s dream through the lens of sexuality the book
examines shakespeare s life and influences and offers readers a series of essays for consideration on topics related to
sexuality such as the notions of the war between the sexes taboo sexuality and the marginalization of women s sexuality the
text also offers readers contemporary perspectives on topics related to sexuality such as adolescent sexuality the categorizing
of people into sexual classifications and sex education
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