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history memory and public life introduces readers to key themes in the study of historical memory and its
significance by considering the role of historical expertise and understanding in contemporary public reflection on
the past divided into two parts the book addresses both the theoretical and applied aspects of historical memory
studies approaches to history and memory introduces key methodological and theoretical issues within the field
such as postcolonialism sites of memory myths of national origins and questions raised by memorialisation and
museum presentation difficult pasts looks at history and memory in practice through a range of case studies on
contested complex or traumatic memories including the northern ireland troubles post apartheid south africa and
the holocaust examining the intersection between history and memory from a wide range of perspectives and
supported by guidance on further reading and online resources this book is ideal for students of history as well as
those working within the broad interdisciplinary field of memory studies

how does the historian approach memory and how do historians use different sources to analyze how history and
memory interact and impact on each other memory and history explores the different aspects of the study of this
field taking examples from europe australia the usa and japan and treating periods beyond living memory as well as
the recent past the volume highlights the contours of the current vogue for memory among historians while
demonstrating the diversity and imagination of the field each chapter looks at a set of key historical and
historiographical questions through research based case studies how does engaging with memory as either source
or subject help to illuminate the past what are the theoretical ethical and or methodological challenges that are
encountered by historians engaging with memory in this way and how might they be managed how can the reading
of a particular set of sources illuminate both of these questions the chapters cover a diverse range of approaches
and subjects including oral history memorialization and commemoration visual cultures and photography
autobiographical fiction material culture ethnic relations the individual and collective memories of war veterans the
chapters collectively address a wide range of primary source material beyond oral testimony photography
monuments memoir and autobiographical writing fiction art and woodcuttings everyday and exotic cultural artefacts
journalism political polemic the law and witness testimony this book will be essential reading for students of history
and memory providing an accessible guide to the historical study of memory through a focus on varied source
materials

in recent years memory has become a central though also a controversial concept in historical studies a term that
denotes both a new and distinctive field of study and a fresh way of conceptualizing history as a field of inquiry more
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generally this book which is aimed both at specialists and at students provides historians with an accessible and
stimulating introduction to debates and theories about memory and to the range of approaches that have been
taken to the study of it in history and other disciplines contributing in a wide ranging way to debate on some of the
central conceptual problems of memory studies the book explores the relationships between the individual and the
collective between memory as survival and memory as reconstruction between remembering as a subjective
experience and as a social or cultural practice and between memory and history as modes of retrospective
knowledge

in this book the author provides a comprehensive overview of the intense and sustained work on the relationship
between collective memory and history retracing the royal roads pioneering scholars have traveled in their research
and writing on this topic notably the politics of commemoration purposes and practices of public remembrance the
changing uses of memory worked by new technologies of communication from the threshold of literacy to the digital
age the immobilizing effects of trauma upon memory with particular attention to the remembered legacy of the
holocaust he follows with an analysis of the implications of this scholarship for our thinking about history itself with
attention to such issues as the mnemonics of historical time and the encounter between representation and
experience in historical understanding his book provides insight into the way interest in the concept of memory as
opposed to long standing alternatives such as myth tradition and heritage has opened new vistas for scholarship not
only in cultural history but also in shared ventures in memory studies in related fields in the humanities and social
sciences

when people experience a traumatic event such as war or the threat of annihilation they often turn to history for
stories that promise a positive outcome to their suffering during world war ii the french took comfort in the story of
joan of arc and her heroic efforts to rid france of foreign occupation to bring the joan narrative more into line with
current circumstances however popular retellings modified the original story so that what people believed took place
in the past was often quite different from what actually occurred paul a cohen identifies this interplay between story
and history as a worldwide phenomenon found in countries of radically different cultural religious and social
character he focuses here on serbia israel china france the soviet union and great britain all of which experienced
severe crises in the twentieth century and in response appropriated age old historical narratives that resonated with
what was happening in the present to serve a unifying restorative purpose a central theme in the book is the
distinction between popular memory and history although vitally important to historians this distinction is routinely
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blurred in people s minds and the historian s truth often cannot compete with the power of a compelling story from
the past even when it has been seriously distorted by myth or political manipulation cohen concludes by suggesting
that the patterns of interaction he probes given their near universality may well be rooted in certain human
propensities that transcend cultural difference

the conventional wisdom about historical memory is summed up in george santayana s celebrated phrase those who
cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it today the consensus that it is moral to remember immoral to
forget is nearly absolute and yet is this right david rieff an independent writer who has reported on bloody conflicts
in africa the balkans and central asia insists that things are not so simple he poses hard questions about whether
remembrance ever truly has or indeed ever could inoculate the present against repeating the crimes of the past he
argues that rubbing raw historical wounds whether self inflicted or imposed by outside forces neither remedies
injustice nor confers reconciliation if he is right then historical memory is not a moral imperative but rather a moral
option sometimes called for sometimes not collective remembrance can be toxic sometimes rieff concludes it may
be more moral to forget ranging widely across some of the defining conflicts of modern times the irish troubles and
the easter uprising of 1916 the white settlement of australia the american civil war the balkan wars the holocaust
and 9 11 rieff presents a pellucid examination of the uses and abuses of historical memory his contentious brilliant
and elegant essay is an indispensable work of moral philosophy

contributed articles

in these essays michael s roth uses psychoanalysis to build a richer understanding of history and then takes a more
expansive conception of history to decode the cultural construction of memory he first examines the development in
nineteenth century france of medical criteria for diagnosing memory disorders which signal fundamental changes in
the understanding of present and past he next explores links between historical consciousness and issues relating to
the psyche including trauma and repression and hypnosis and therapy roth turns to the work of postmodern
theorists in connection with the philosophy of history and then examines photography s capacity to capture traces of
the past he considers how we strive to be faithful to the past even when we don t care about getting it right or using
it productively roth concludes with essays defending pragmatic and reflexive liberal education drawing on his
experiences as a teacher and academic leader he speaks of living with the past without being dominated by it
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in the last decade a focus on memory in the human sciences has encouraged new approaches to the study of the
past as the humanities and social sciences have put into question their own claims to objectivity authority and
universality memory has appeared to offer a way of engaging with knowledge of the past as inevitably partial
subjective and local at the same time memory and memorial practices have become sites of contestation and the
politics of memory are increasingly prominent this inter disciplinary volume demonstrates from a range of
perspectives the complex cultural work and struggles over meaning that lie at the heart of what we call memory the
chapters in this volume offer a complex awareness of the workings of memory and the ways in which different or
changing histories may be explained they explore the relation between individual and social memory between real
and imaginary event and fantasy history and myth contradictory accounts or memories in direct contradiction to the
historical record are not always the sign of a repressive authority attempting to cover something up the tension
between memory as a safeguard against attempts to silence dissenting voices and memory s own implication in that
silencing runs throughout the book topics covered range from the basque country to cambodia from hungary to
south africa from the finnish civil war to the cult jim jarmusch movie dead man from the rock and roll hall of fame to
australia part i transforming memory is concerned primarily with the social and personal transmission of memory
across time and generations part ii remembering suffering trauma and history brings the after effects of catastrophe
to the fore part iii patterning the national past the relation between nation and memory is the central issue part iv
and then silence reflects on the complex and multiple meaning of silence and oblivion wherein amnesia is often
used as a figure for the denial of shamefu provided by publisher

this book focuses on the methodology of research on historical memory and contributes to theoretical discussions
concerning the use of historical memory as a variable to explain political action and social movement the chapters
of the book conceptualize the relationship between historical memory and national identity formation perceptions
and policy making the author particularly analyses how contested memory and the related social discourse can lead
to nationalism and international conflict based on theories and research from multiple fields of studies this book
proposes a series of analytic frameworks for the purpose of conceptualizing the functions of historical memory these
analytic frameworks can help categorize measure and subsequently demonstrate the effects of historical memory
this book also discusses how to use public opinion polls textbooks important texts and documents monuments and
memory sites for conducting research to examine the functions of historical memory

the advent of the new age has alerted us to the conflicted nature of historical memory which defined the 20th
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century while simultaneously assaulting us with new historical upheavals that demand responsibility and critical
consideration as the historical text bears traces of the writing subject the element of deception is remarkable
meaning historical memory easily lends itself to forgery and false and subjective projections as such how do we
think about the past about history about memory and how does memory function is history an objective account a
collection of dry reliable facts is it an imaginative narrative tinged with nostalgia a projection of our wishful thinking
the workings of our subjective perceptions and attitudes our states of mind the essays in this volume focus on the
relevance of the past to the present and future in terms of the shifting attitudes to personal and collective
experiences that have shaped dominant western critical discourses about history memory and nostalgia the
contributors here take issue with the epistemological hermeneutic ethical and aesthetic dimensions of the
representational practices through which we revisit and revise the meaning of the past

this volume explores two themes historical traditions in early modern india et mughal political culture as manifest in
the cultures of history writing in bengal it analyses the interaction between islamic cultural traditions in the south
asian sub continent with indic vernacular traditions

reflecting the growing interest of historians in memory studies this edited collection examines the relationship
between memory and global social movements from 1848 to the present for a long time there has been little
attempt by historians to consider memory and social activism in an integrated systematic and comparative way
however in recent years scholars have demonstrated that social movements rely on collective memories to assert
claims mobilize supporters and legitimize their political visions while also helping to further shape collective
memories this book delves into the synergies between memory studies and social movements exploring how social
movements have been constructing and creating memories of their own activity how specific landscapes of memory
have influenced social movements and how activists have used memory as a cultural resource to further their own
goals and ambitions the case studies presented cover a range of different types of political activism including the
fights for workers gay feminist and pacifist rights as well as ecological urban and far right movements across the
globe portraying the diverse interrelations that exist between social movements and collective memory
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