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a collection of thirteen lectures all given near the end of joseph campbell s life that
examine the great sweep of mythological development around the world and
across the ages

what are myths and what are they for myths are stories that both tell us how to
live and remind us of the inescapability and pull of the collective past the survival
of myth innovation singularity and alterity explores the continuing power of primal
stories to inhabit our thinking an international range of contributors examine a
range of texts and figures from the bible to cormac mccarthy and from thor to the
virgin mary to focus on the way that ancient stories both give access to the
unconscious and offer individuals and communities personae or masks myths
translated and recreated become in this sense very public acts about very private
thoughts and feelings the subtitle of the book innovation singularity and alterity
reflects the way in which the history of cultures in all genres is a history of
innovation of a search for new modes of expression which paradoxically often
entails recourse to myth precisely because it offers narratives of singularity and
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otherness which may be readily appropriated the individual contributors offer
testament to the continuing significance of myth through its own constant
metamorphosis as it both reflects and transforms the societies in which it is re
produced

in this provocative work sophia heller challenges the assumption that we cannot be
without myth that myth is necessary to vital soulful living indeed heller argues we
have been living in a world without myth for a long time the absence of myth
examines the loss of a religious mode of being in the world and demonstrates how
theorists who insist on the presence of myth deny its historical end absence of
myth may seem obvious evidenced by our lack of cult and ritual and by our de
animated natural world as well as in the emergence of conceptual thought and
psychological awareness which could only arise with the dissolution of a
prereflective mythic mode of being in the world but what appears to be
straightforward becomes complicated when myth is intentionally conflated with
thought and reflection usually in the attempt to cultivate a mythic consciousness
that aims to restore meaning to life and assuage the spiritual malaise of
contemporary culture myth cannot rest in peace it must be continually unearthed
redefined and recontextualized such that modern and postmodern notions of myth
are made to substitute for something that has never been experienced only
imagined

what is myth why do myths exist what do myths do where are myths going this
reader is organized into 4 parts which explore these questions drawing on over 10
years of experience teaching myth in religious studies and anthropology
departments in the uk usa and continental europe the editors have brought
together key works in the theory of myth key features include a general
introduction to the reader that outlines a comparative and interpretative
framework an introduction contextualizing each part and sub section an
introduction to each reading by the editors a companion website that provides
discussion questions and further reading suggestions including primary sources
from functionalism to feminism nationalism to globalization and psychoanalysis to
spatial analysis this reader covers the classic and contemporary theories and
approaches needed to understand what myth is why myths exist what they do and
what the future holds for them

national bestseller an extraordinary book that reveals how the themes and symbols
of ancient narratives continue to bring meaning to birth death love and war the
power of myth launched an extraordinary resurgence of interest in joseph
campbell and his work a preeminent scholar writer and teacher he has had a
profound influence on millions of people including star wars creator george lucas
to campbell mythology was the song of the universe the music of the spheres with
bill moyers one of america s most prominent journalists as his thoughtful and
engaging interviewer the power of myth touches on subjects from modern
marriage to virgin births from jesus to john lennon offering a brilliant combination
of intelligence and wit from stories of the gods and goddesses of ancient greece
and rome to traditions of buddhism hinduism and christianity a broad array of
themes are considered that together identify the universality of human experience
across time and culture an impeccable match of interviewer and subject a timeless
distillation of campbell s work the power of myth continues to exert a profound
influence on our culture

this companion to the classical quarterly contains reviews of new work dealing
with the literatures and civilizations of ancient greece and rome over 300 books
are reviewed each year
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duncan discusses the role that myth plays in the life of contemporary

consciousness
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