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in summer and fall 1941 as german armies advanced with shocking speed across the soviet union the soviet leadership embarked on a desperate
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attempt to safeguard the country s industrial and human resources their success helped determine the outcome of the war in europe to the tashkent

station brilliantly reconstructs the evacuation of over sixteen million soviet civilians in one of the most dramatic episodes of world war ii rebecca

manley paints a vivid picture of  this  epic wartime saga the chaos that erupted in towns large and small  as german troops approached the

overcrowded trains that trundled eastward and the desperate search for sustenance and shelter in tashkent one of the most sought after sites of

refuge in the rear her story ends in the shadow of victory as evacuees journeyed back to their ruined cities and broken homes based on previously

unexploited archival collections in russia ukraine and uzbekistan to the tashkent station offers a novel look at a war that transformed the lives of

several generations of soviet citizens the evacuation touched men women and children from all walks of life writers as well as workers scientists along

with government officials party bosses and peasants manley weaves their harrowing stories into a probing analysis of how the soviet union responded

to and was transformed by world war ii over the course of the war the soviet state was challenged as never before popular loyalties were tested social

hierarchies were recast and the multiethnic fabric of the country was subjected to new strains even as the evacuation saved countless soviet jews

from almost certain death it spawned a new and virulent wave of anti semitism this magisterial work is the first in depth study of this crucial but

neglected episode in the history of twentieth century population displacement world war ii and the soviet union

central asia has long been situated at the geographical crossroads of east and west once strategically located on the ancient silk road the envy of the

expanding russian empire it was colonized in the 19th century by cossacks and traders from the north this book examines how central asia by then part

of the soviet union experienced population displacements on an even greater scale during the second world war vicky davis analyses how troops were

sent westwards into action only for waves of civilians to travel eastwards into the region evacuees refugees and even internal deportees sent into exile

from their homelands in other parts of the vast soviet union central asia in world war two is the first book to tackle the subject of minorities fighting for

the soviet union under stalin in the second world war based on meticulous archival research it considers the interactions of the individual citizen and

the soviet state weaving together the experiences of over three hundred ordinary men and women in central asia as they coped with their new roles on

the front line or in the rear suffering incredible economic and physical hardship racism and religious oppression these mainly muslim citizens were
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subjected to a forced process of sovietization under the influence of stalin s ubiquitous propaganda machine davis reveals how while conscripts were

all too often slaughtered or scapegoated in their regiments the women and children left at home slaved in factories and communal farms to fuel the

machinery of a war taking place thousands of kilometres away she convincingly argues that the impact of forced assimilation cultural indoctrination

anti semitism and re education on the region were as great as the daily fight for survival in wartime the legacy of the period is almost as complex with

struggles over the ownership and revision of history continuing even today

provides a comprehensive history of soviet jewry during world war ii at the beginning of the twentieth century more jews lived in the russian empire

than anywhere else in the world after the holocaust the ussr remained one of the world s three key centers of jewish population along with the united

states and israel while a great deal is known about the history and experiences of the jewish people in the us and in israel in the twentieth century

much  less  is  known  about  the  experiences  of  soviet  jews  understanding  the  history  of  jewish  communities  under  soviet  rule  is  essential  to

comprehending the dynamics of jewish history in the modern world only a small number of scholars and the last generation of soviet jews who lived

during this period hold a deep knowledge of this history jews in the soviet union a new multi  volume history is an unprecedented undertaking

publishing over the next few years this groundbreaking work draws on rare access to documents from the soviet archives allowing for the presentation

of a sweeping history of jewish life in the soviet union from 1917 through the early 1990s volume 3 explores how the soviet union s changing relations with

nazi germany between the signing of a nonaggression pact in august 1939 and the soviet victory over german forces in world war ii affected the lives of

some five million jews who lived under soviet rule at the beginning of that period nearly three million of those jews perished those who remained

constituted a drastically diminished group which represented a truncated but still numerically significant postwar soviet jewish community most of the

jews who lived in the ussr in 1939 experienced the war in one or more of three different environments under german occupation in the red army or as

evacuees to the soviet interior the authors describe the evolving conditions for jews in each area and the ways in which they endeavored to cope with

and to make sense of their situation they also explore the relations between jews and their non jewish neighbors the role of the soviet state in shaping

how jews understood and responded to their changing life conditions and the ways in which different social groups within the soviet jewish population
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residents of the newly annexed territories the urban elite small town jews older generations with pre soviet memories and younger people brought up

entirely under soviet rule behaved this book is a vital resource for understanding an oft overlooked history of a major jewish community

solutions for a moving world
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