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this one volume survey of the history of the catholic church from its beginning through the

pontificate of john paul ii explains the church s progress by using christopher dawson s

division of the church s history into six distinct ages or 350 400 year periods of time

a landmark short history of the catholic church by the world s greatest living christian

theologian and historian hans kung describes the history of the roman catholic church from

its origins in st paul s rome through the disputes of the medieval era to the modern world he

examines the historic tension in the church between pluralism and exclusivity how the role

of  the  pope  has  changed  the  motivations  of  the  great  reforming  pontiffs  the  evolving

functions of the bishops and cardinals the church s enthusiasm for missionary activity the

origins  of  the  marian  cult  and  how the  shock  waves  of  the  reformation  and  counter

reformation can still be felt today the book concludes with a searching assessment of how

the catholic faith confronts the immense challenges from science from the empowerment of

women  from  those  seeking  reform  of  the  church  s  strictures  against  abortion  and

contraception in the new millennium the sweep is vast and the tale told with pace and

passion financial times

a must have guide to the church through the ages maybe you ve wondered just what the

church has to offer or maybe you ve been tempted to give up on it as you realize its

weaknesses the compact  history of  the catholic  church sweeps through the centuries

offering a clear eyed view of the church s development and contributions to world history
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god s faithfulness and mercy are evident too as he continually renews the church and raises

it again and again from the pit of trouble to new heights of faith charity and peace now

including a handy timeline highlighting major developments and figures from the time of christ

into the twenty first century

the history of the roman catholic church is a gateway to understanding 2 000 years of

western civilization norman s lavishly illustrated incisive account tells  the story of  the

multifarious ways in which the church has shaped the lives and beliefs of christians and non

christians alike

this revised edition of a one volume history of the roman catholic church includes a final

chapter giving an impressionistic account of some of the issues facing the church as it nears

the third millennium of its existence it also covers the christian history of the first two

millennia from the origins of the church in new testament times through to the year 2000

a resource for those seeking a deeper understanding of the two thousand year history of the

catholic  church  highlights  important  events  people  trends  and  teachings  and  offers

photographs charts and chronologies

a useful book of reference by the master of the history of the councils of the church there is

enormous value in a short reliable and careful study of a sequence of events that may have

unfamiliar joinings and passageways to modern believers catholic historical review a short

readable and informed survey of church history the church of england newspaper a rich

foundation for catholic understanding and witness catholic san francisco a one volume

history of the christian people from pentecost to the present day with principal focus on the

catholic church having passed ad 2000 it seems appropriate and necessary to have a new

short history of the first two millennia of the christian era in the last half century there has

been a massive amount of research into church history published in learned articles and in

multi volume works full notice is taken of these recent scholarly initiatives in writing this
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short account which is also eminently readable in each section there is a balance between

the institutional and the more directly religious dimensions of the church here are some of

the elements bishops canon law charity councils crusades devotions heresies laity liturgy

martyrs  missionaries  parishes  pilgrimages  popes  prayer  priesthood  religious  orders

sacraments schools theologians universities and the vita consacrata the scope is wide the

pace of the narrative is attractive

a comprehensive history of the catholic church from its beginnings in jesus ministry to its

current status in an increasingly secular world

reprint of the original first published in 1865 from the commencement of the christian era until

the present time

for two centuries catholicism has played a profound and largely unexamined role in america

s political and intellectual life emphasizing the community over the individual catholics have

alternately challenged and supported american liberals on a variety of controversial issues

including slavery public education economic reform the movies contraception the nuclear

arms race and abortion the story of catholicism is also international as catholics and non

catholics reacted to people ideas and events abroad from the 1848 revolutions to the rise of

european fascism in the 1930s and the second vatican council in the 1960s this history of

both catholicism and anti catholicism puts the sexual abuse scandal in the church of the

early 21st century and the media s response into a larger context

a history of the church from its beginnings to the present that reflects on successes and

failures over the years

expanded and updated for the new millennium covering the life of christ the election of pope

benedict xvi and everything in between a concise history of the catholic church has been

one of the bestselling religious histories of the past two decades and a mainstay for scholars
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students and others looking for a definitive accessible history of catholicism with a clarity

that will  appeal to any reader thomas bokenkotter divides his study into five parts that

correspond to the major historical and epochal developments in catholicism his authoritative

thorough approach takes readers from the church s triumph over paganism through the

sound and fury of renewal to a new section devoted to such topics as dissent and current

developments in the ecumenical movement informative illustrations throughout the book new

to this edition enrich the reader s experience and the addition of a wide ranging bibliography

increases its value as a sourcebook

this revised edition of a one volume history of the roman catholic church includes a final

chapter giving an impressionistic account of some of the issues facing the church as it nears

the third millennium of its existence it also covers the christian history of the first two

millennia from the origins of the church in new testament times through to the year 2000

this history of the catholic church tells the story of the 2 000 year relationship between

jesus and the believers who have followed him it is a story of people peasants and popes

saints  and  heretics  martyrs  and  apostates  and  how the  faith  has  been passed down

throughout  the  ages  generation  to  generation  the  information  is  concise  yet  insightful

rendering a complete and accurate portrait of this centuries old institution

stories about the past shape not only the way people think about history but also the way

they act in the present nowhere is this truer than in the area of religion which has been and

continues to be a powerful motivating force in the lives of billions around the globe in this

volume catholicism and historical narrative a catholic engagement with historical scholarship

contributors explore the way stories are constructed and show how a focus on catholic

figures and concerns challenges common understandings of important historical episodes

and eras editor kevin schmiesing has gathered a distinguished group of scholars who in

various ways call into question conventional story lines by highlighting previously neglected
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catholic ideas and individuals built  on ample evidence and employing keen insight each

essay is the result of cutting edge research in fields ranging from historical research on

puritan new england and the antebellum south to the history of abortion to the twentieth

century papacy students and scholars of religious history catholic historians and anyone

interested in the intersection of religion and history will all find here much to interest and

maybe even surprise in the chapters arguments concerning the deficiencies of history s

dominant narratives the volume s focus on the history of catholics in the united states

makes it essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the place of catholicism in the

american story
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