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a magisterial single volume guide to the great faiths of the
world through their most important writings

this fascinating study of the world s sacred texts explain how
the value of written scripture over the oral aural experience is
characteristic on recent western history even today it is
atypical of how most believers experience scripture sacred word
and sacred text demonstrates how scripture historically has
partaken of both the oral and the written traditions and argues
that of the two it is the oral world which has the greater power
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to transform lives from the back cover

religious texts also known as scripture scriptures holy writ or
holy books are the texts which various religious traditions
consider to be sacred or central to their religious tradition
many religions and spiritual movements believe that their sacred
texts are divinely or supernaturally revealed or inspired
attitudes towards sacred texts differ widely between religions
some religions make written texts widely and freely available
while others hold that sacred secrets must remain hidden from
all but the loyal and the initiate most religions promulgate
policies defining the limits of the sacred texts and controlling
or forbidding changes and additions some religions view their
sacred texts as the word of god often contending that the texts
are inspired by god and as such should never be altered
translations of texts may receive official sanction but an
original sacred language often has defacto absolute or exclusive
authority this book serves as a reference guide that lists the
works that the corresponding religions are based upon

sacred texts interpreted religious documents explained gives
readers the opportunity to examine directly the primary sources
of different religions and to better understand these texts
through expert commentary on selected passages the
interpretative material investigates the nature of sacred texts
along with the relationship between sacred scripture and canon
and it explains why these sacred texts have enduring
significance and influence the author provides suggestions on
how to read a sacred text before turning to the textual
selections from 13 religious traditions arranged alphabetically
beginning with the bahá í religion and ending with
zoroastrianism each chapter is devoted to the primary textual
sources of a particular religious tradition and is prefaced by
an introduction to the literature that places it within its
historical and cultural heritage the emphasis for each religion
is on its foundational scriptures that are often considered
sacred by its adherents readers will gain a much greater
appreciation of how powerful religious texts have always been
across human culture and throughout millennia and of how
religious thought and ideology have shaped daily life built
civilizations inspired art and literature and incited wars and
violence

for a contemporary world in which religious belief exercises a
more potent some might say more dangerous influence on global
events than many would have thought possible a generation ago
the nature and interpretation of the core tenets of religious
faith has become a matter of compelling and widespread interest
both within and outside practising religious communities each of
the 14 chapters of sacred texts is devoted to one of the
principal religious and other belief systems of humanity both
defunct and extant the chapters follow a consistent pattern a
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short and accessible introduction to the faith in question
followed by extracts that clearly illustrate its mythic
narratives its spiritual and theological doctrines its central
moral teachings its rituals and modes of worship and its
mystical traditions accompanying notes make clear the meanings
of all the quoted passages taken together the extracts provide a
rounded and coherent picture of each religious tradition sacred
texts covers not only judaism christianity islam hinduism
buddhism jainism taoism confucianism shintoism and sikhism but
also small scale traditional religions new religions and secular
worldviews such as humanism it is an essential reference for
those who wish to understand the nature and continuing appeal of
religious belief in a globalised multi faith world

covering the major monotheistic religions christianity judaism
and islam as well as selected eastern religions and bahá í
zoroastrianism and mormonism this cross cultural book offers
excerpts of sacred texts and interprets passages to enable a
deeper understanding of these religious writings sacred texts
interpreted religious documents explained gives readers the
opportunity to examine directly the primary sources of different
religions and to better understand these texts through expert
commentary on selected passages the interpretative material
investigates the nature of sacred texts along with the
relationship between sacred scripture and canon and it explains
why these sacred texts have enduring significance and influence
the author provides suggestions on how to read a sacred text
before turning to the textual selections from 13 religious
traditions arranged alphabetically beginning with the bahá í
religion and ending with zoroastrianism each chapter is devoted
to the primary textual sources of a particular religious
tradition and is prefaced by an introduction to the literature
that places it within its historical and cultural heritage the
emphasis for each religion is on its foundational scriptures
that are often considered sacred by its adherents readers will
gain a much greater appreciation of how powerful religious texts
have always been across human culture and throughout millennia
and of how religious thought and ideology have shaped daily life
built civilizations inspired art and literature and incited wars
and violence

demonstrating the commonality of the world s religions and our
common humanity this rich and varied anthology of scripture
offers a highly useful collection of religious quotations
passages and excerpts from the holy texts representing a new
holistic approach to the world s religions

the world s wisdom is a book you will turn to again and again
philip novak has collected nuggets of wisdom from around the
world in this wonderful starting point for the spiritual seeker
hinduism buddhism confucianism taoism judaism christianity islam
and primal religions e g native american african etc all
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contribute to this world bible in this perfect companion to
huston smith s bestselling the world s religions philip novak
distills the most powerful and elegant expressions of the wisdom
of humankind authentic poetic translations of key texts are
coupled with insightful introductions and grace notes philip
novak is the santo distinguished professor of philosophy and
religion at dominican university in san rafael california where
he has taught for over twenty years he is also the co author
with huston smith of buddhism a concise introduction a
smorgasbord of delicacies prepared by the greatest chefs of
religious literature that s bound to please the spiritually
discriminating palate ram dass

religious texts also known as scripture scriptures holy writ or
holy books are the texts which various religious traditions
consider to be sacred or central to their religious tradition
many religions and spiritual movements believe that their sacred
texts are divinely or supernaturally revealed or inspired
attitudes towards sacred texts differ widely between different
religions some religions make written texts widely and freely
available while others hold that sacred secrets must remain
hidden from all but the loyal and the initiate most religions
promulgate policies defining the limits of the sacred texts and
controlling or forbidding changes and additions some religions
view their sacred texts as the word of god often contending that
the texts are inspired by god and as such should never be
altered translations of texts may receive official blessing but
an original sacred language often has defacto absolute or
exclusive authority this book serves as a reference guide that
lists the works that the corresponding religions are based upon

the fourth edition of scriptures of the world s religions brings
together many of the world s most influential sacred texts this
text includes chapters on the twelve major religious traditions
today plus two chapters on indigenous religious practices with
comprehensive introductions in each chapter the selected
writings emphasize each religion s founders central doctrines
and historical development the translated texts in this
collection many of which were translated specifically for this
book are stylistically clear and up to date

within christian theology debates on the theology of religions
have intensified over the last thirty or so years this volume
surveys the field and maps future directions in this expanding
and important area of research both established experts and new
voices address typological debates comparative theology multiple
religious belonging or identity and how dialogue between
different religious traditions affects our understanding of
these issues different perspectives and traditions are
represented and while focusing upon debates in christian
theology voices and perspectives from a range of religious
traditions are also included this volume is an essential tool
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for research students and established scholars working within
the theology of religions and interreligious studies
contributors are graham adams tony bayfield abraham velez de cea
gavin d costa reuven firestone ray gaston elizabeth harris paul
hedges shanthikumar hettiarachchi haifaa jawad kristin beise
kiblinger paul f knitter oddbjørn leirvik marianne moyaert mark
owen alan race sigrid rettenbacher perry schmidt leukel leonard
swidler philip whitehead janet williams ulrich winkler

the link between schools and religions is an area of lively
debate looking at two challenges of the 21st century social
inclusion and globalization this book analyses the role that
religion can play in fostering communities in schools and its
implications for social cultural and other developments in both
national and international contexts

philosophically thinking about world religions is different from
other works in the discipline today it deviates from the typical
approaches used for the study of world religions its goal is to
engage readers in thinking hard about world religions not about
the data surrounding those traditions by focusing on
philosophical questions each reader should be challenged to do
their own investigations that may reveal the heart of these
traditions another stance that this project takes that
distinguishes it from other texts in the discipline is that it
advocates an inclusivist perspective regarding the world
religions pluralism which is the predominate assumption today
ends either in contradiction or in the development of a
metatheory that dismisses crucial distinctions between the
various traditions or eliminates some ancient religions because
they do not fit the metatheory by taking an open inclusivist
approach all religious traditions may engage at the table of
dialogue the final essay is about justice and social affairs
while that discussion is couched within the context of a
particular tradition each religious tradition must have the
discussion but it must be more than an intrareligious dialogue
it must become an interreligious dialogue

brief selections from the sacred texts of the major religious
faiths covered in living religions 5 e

concise volume introduces eleven living religions of the world
hinduism shintoism judaism zoroastrianism taoism confucianism
jainism buddhism christianity islam and sikhism in simple terms
and without bias

featuring comprehensive updates and additions the second edition
of understanding theories of religion explores the development
of major theories of religion through the works of classic and
contemporary figures a new edition of this introductory text
exploring the core methods and theorists in religion spanning
the sixteenth century through to the latest theoretical trends
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features an entirely new section covering religion and
postmodernism race sex and gender and religion and
postcolonialism examines the development of religious theories
through the work of classic and contemporary figures from the
history of anthropology sociology psychology philosophy and
theology reveals how the study of religion evolved in response
to great cultural conflicts and major historical events student
friendly features include chapter introductions and summaries
biographical vignettes a timeline a glossary and many other
learning aids

primary source readings in world religions provides your
students with the opportunity to read foundational texts from
the major world religions through understanding other religions
we can create an atmosphere of genuine respect and honest
discussion in doing this we can respond to the invitation pope
benedict xvi extended to all of us when he said i encourage all
religious groups in america to persevere in their collaboration
and thus enrich public life with the spiritual values that
motivate your action in the world from benedict xvi meeting with
representatives of other religions in primary source readings in
world religions you will find portions of the foundational texts
and teachings of a wide variety of world religions including
islam shinto confucianism sikhism judaism hinduism taoism
christianity and buddhism
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