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an eyewitness account of the chinese people s passionate quest for democracy cover

i recall being woken by the sound of tanks moving down the avenue of eternal peace it was 5 o clock on the morning
of 4 june tanks apcs and troop trucks were sweeping down the avenue citizens ran for cover helicopters hovered
above foreign media claimed that chinese troops had fired into the crowds with several hundred casualties more
than three decades later the tiananmen square incident refuses to be forgotten the events that occurred in the
summer of 1989 would not only set the course for china s politics but would also re define its relationship with the
world china s message was clear it remained committed to market oriented reform but it would not tolerate any
challenge to the supremacy of the chinese communist party in return for economic prosperity the chinese have
surrendered some rights to the state a democratic future seems far away vijay gokhale then a young diplomat
serving in beijing was a witness to the drama that unfolded in tiananmen square this unique account brings an
indian perspective on an event in china s history that the chinese government has been eager to have the world
forget

readers will examine the historical events leading up to and following china s 1989 tiananmen square protests this
volume looks  at  issues  surrounding the  incident  such as  the  impact  on democracy  the  relationship  between
economic and political reform in china and the legitimacy of the tiananmen papers of 2001 it also offers personal
perspectives from people affected by the protests

in this vivid new social history of the tiananmen protests beijing massacre and nationwide crackdown of 1989 jeremy
brown explores the key turning points of the crisis in china and shows how the massacre and its aftermath were far
from inevitable

examines the events and aftermath of the massacre by the chinese army of protestors in beijing s tiananmen square
in 1989

describes events in beijing in may june 1989 and examines the reasons behind the students protest and the party s
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reaction

discusses the iconic photo of a lone protester tank man stopping a row of tanks near tiananmen square during
protests in 1989

the tiananmen square massacre one of the most significant events in modern chinese history was not a spontaneous
eruption of violence but rather the culmination of years of political economic and social pressures that had been
building within the country the roots of the protests trace back to a combination of rising discontent over economic
reforms increasing corruption within the communist party and a growing desire for greater political freedoms while
the tiananmen square  protests  are  often remembered for  the tragic  and brutal  crackdown it  is  important  to
understand the context that led up to the moment of violence in the early 1980s china was undergoing significant
changes under the leadership of deng xiaoping the country began to shift away from the rigid centrally planned
economy of the past toward a more market oriented model this shift known as reform and opening led to rapid
economic growth but also deepened the inequalities within chinese society the urban working class farmers and
intellectuals especially the youth began to feel the effects of inflation corruption and growing unemployment many
felt that the promises of a more prosperous and equal society had not been fully realized and that those in power
were benefitting disproportionately from the country s economic boom at the same time the political environment
was becoming more open to reform the death of hu yaobang a former general secretary of the communist party in
april 1989 served as a catalyst for the protests hu was seen by many as a champion of reform particularly among
students and intellectuals who admired his calls for greater political freedom and anti corruption measures his death
viewed by many as a result of the government s failure to address the issues he championed led to an outpouring of
grief and outrage thousands of students gathered in tiananmen square in beijing to mourn hu and demand political
reforms what began as a mourning vigil quickly grew into a full fledged protest movement with demands for an end
to corruption greater political freedoms and democratic reforms

examines the events and aftermath of the massacre by the chinese army of protestors in beijing s tiananmen square
in 1989
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what took place tiananmen square was a dramatic conflict and it was to a great extent a media aided conflict
without the active involvement of both the chinese national news media and the international news media the
conflict could never have reached such a magnitude and cast such an extensive impact on the chinese people and
on people around the world this book adopts a theoretical framework that combines the following lines the general
social  environment  in  which  the  conflict  occurred  and  the  news  media  operated  the  societal  ideological
organisational and professional factors that influenced the news media s operations and the interaction between the
news media and the conflict this book concentrates on the following areas to examine the effects of the news media
on the movement 1 the goals strategies and discourse of the movement 2 legitimisation or de legitimisation of the
movement 3 information provision 4 messages as signals for actions and 5 people s attitudes

finalist for the 2015 helen bernstein book award for excellence in journalism longlisted for the lionel gelber award for
the best non fiction book in the world on foreign affairs an economist book of the year 2014 a new york times book
review editor s choice one of the best analyses of the impact of tiananmen throughout china in the years since 1989
the new york times book review on june 4 1989 people s liberation army soldiers opened fire on unarmed civilians in
beijing killing untold hundreds of people a quarter century later this defining event remains buried in china s modern
history successfully expunged from collective memory in the people s republic of amnesia louisa lim charts how the
events of june 4th changed china and how china changed the events of june 4th by rewriting its own history lim
reveals new details about those fateful days including how one of the country s most senior politicians lost a family
member to an army bullet as well as the inside story of the young soldiers sent to clear tiananmen square she also
introduces us to individuals whose lives were transformed by the events of tiananmen square such as a founder of
the tiananmen mothers whose son was shot by martial law troops and one of the most important government
officials in the country who post tiananmen became one of its most prominent dissidents and she examines how
june 4th shaped china s national identity fostering a generation of young nationalists who know little and care less
about 1989 for the first time lim uncovers the details of a brutal crackdown in a second chinese city that until now has
been a near perfect case study in the state s ability to rewrite history excising the most painful episodes by tracking
down eyewitnesses discovering us diplomatic cables and combing through official chinese records lim offers the first
account of a story that has remained untold for a quarter of a century the people s republic of amnesia is an original
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powerfully gripping and ultimately unforgettable book about a national tragedy and an unhealed wound

the 1989 prodemocracy movement in the people s republic of china and the subsequent crackdown were marked by
many dramatic reversals supported at first by several thousand beijing university students the movement quickly
attracted millions of followers and developed into a nationwide mass movement the jubilant mood during the short
lived freedom in tiananmen square turned into despair over the unnecessary bloodshed the event raised many
deeply disturbing questions was the massacre necessary and justified what is  the historical  significance of this
movement which path will the prc follow in the decade ahead although no one had anticipated the tragic outcome
the popular unrest was not totally unexpected when i read the news of 200 000 beijing students and residents in
open defiance of the government s order staging a largescale demonstration on apri120 i knew a confrontation
between the people and the government was inevitable

as the world watched the crumbling away of communist regimes in eastern europe the pro democracy movement in
china was dealt a severe blow in june of 1989 also referred to as the june 4th incident the tiananmen square protest
included students intellectuals and workers demanding democratic reforms and social change to break up the
escalating protest armed soldiers stormed the square killing close to two hundred demonstrators and injuring
thousands more culture and politics in china explores the events trends and tendencies that led to the student
demonstrations this volume objectively presents a wide range of information permitting readers a comprehensive
understanding of the circumstances that culminated on the events of june 4 1989 documents include eyewitness
accounts by student leaders chai ling and wu er kaixi the speeches of deng xiaoping and yang shangkun justifying
the use of force analysis of the events by the marxist theorist su shaozhi the writings of young intellectuals yan jiaqi
liu xiaobo and others selections include essays on the may fourth movement of 1919 and the television documentary
the yellow river elegy which question the chinese cultural tradition leading political scientists contribute to this
volume lee presents an analysis of the role of deng xiaoping in the events at tiananmen square and his views on the
chinese communist party state and the pro democracy movement king tsao who was at the square views the
demonstrations as a form of civil disobedience and dissent against the party state he gives an eyewitness account
and a contextual analysis of some of the events and underlying themes steven mark a journalist presents an analysis
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of the various roles of both the chinese and western press beginning with their role in shaping public opinion before
the  demonstrations  and  continuing  as  the  media  scrambled  to  cover  china  s  biggest  news  story  since  the
communist takeover in 1949 those who

many people think that the massacre at tiananmen square was a complete victory for the communists in charge of
china but history proves that is not the case chan kai yee who suffered through the cultural revolution while mao
zedong ruled china with an iron fist describes how elite intellectuals prepared to fight back his profound knowledge
of history and close contacts with key dissenters give him an unmatched perspective on events which culminated
with the protests in tiananmen square in 1989 thousands of people died in the tiananmen square massacre while the
communist party ostensibly remained in power their leading members start to worry the massacre helped reformers
overcome the resistance of stalwart conservatives who previously would not budge from their positions gradually
talented intellectuals began to mount a silent peaceful coup d tat to seize control of the country with intellectuals
running the country china became a dominant world power that could surpass the united states discover how a
band of intellectuals transformed a nation and the world in tiananmen s tremendous achievements

in this gripping story of a historic clash between repressive government forces and individuals seeking freedom we ll
explore the reasons that led students in china to defy authority we ll learn the details of their demands and of the
shattering events that followed when they took to the streets to press for their civil rights in the blink of an eye the
tank was approaching the sidewalk and closing in on me it seemed as if the barrel of its gun was inches from my face
i could not dodge it in time fang zheng a student demonstrator at tiananmen square in the spring of 1989 university
students in beijing grabbed world headlines with a courageous stand against decades of communist authoritarian
rule in china thousands and then millions of  students and workers from all  over china gathered on the city s
tiananmen square to support demands for democracy clean government and increased personal freedoms china s
premier li peng and his supporters wanted to crush the demonstration and the government declared martial law on
may 12 the world watched as army tanks and troops reached the city center on june 2 soldiers fired their guns as
students struggled to flee a single demonstrator captured international  attention as viewers around the globe
watched him face off  against  encroaching military tanks the army was in control  of  beijing and thousands of
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demonstrators were killed wounded or arrested

from talking to the powerful in beijing and the peasants in the countryside an experienced journalist interprets china
and its post deng future

this compelling book provides a vivid firsthand account of the student demonstrations and massacre in tiananmen
square in 1989 uniquely placed as a western observer drawn into active participation through chinese friends in the
uprising philip j cunningham offers a remarkable day by day account of beijing students desperately trying to secure
the most  coveted political  real  estate  in  china  in  the  face  of  ever  more  daunting government  countermoves
tiananmen moon takes the reader into the thick of the 1989 protests while also following the parallel response of an
unprepared but resourceful western media in this revised and expanded edition cunningham recounts rare vignettes
about life in tiananmen square under student leadership including previously unpublished material  there is an
account of the goddess of democracy being unveiled a whimsical trip to the countryside that ends up on a collision
course with pla troops readying for attack the tale of a near riot when a reporter is mistaken for gorbachev the saga of
a tearful leader who quits and dictates her last will and testament to the author and a dramatic account of futile
resistance in the face of  an unforgiving crackdown the book chronicles the opportunistic  and awkward tango
between naive student activists and jaded foreign journalists in which after a month of mutual courting the tables
turn and the now savvy students watch the journalists seduced and confused run circles just trying to keep up during
the hunger strike under the light of a full moon china bares its conflicted soul to the world the mournful cry for
reform amplified by the footsteps of a million peaceful marchers this remarkable testament to a searing month that
changed china forever serves as a witness to the rise and fall of an uprising capturing the plaintive and lyrical beauty
of a dream that endures and continues to haunt the country today
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